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FOREWORD, 


^JMER wns the lust Capital of the Hindu Empire in 
Upper India and is full of pkcca of historical interest. 
Nearly twenty yean; ago, my revered teacher, Mr. F. L Reid, 
late Principal of the Ajmer Government College, feeling the 
want of a Guide to this celebrated city—“celebrated in the 
history of the Moghuls as well aa the history of the 
HindUB“ 1 suggested to me the desirability of writing one. 
Foi- various reasons, however, my early efforts did not go 
further than collecting and translating such inscriptions at 
could then be found in Ajmet T 


In 1909 A.D., when the city was evacuated owing t< 
plague, I took up a temporary abode in the village of Sjiradhnn 
and finding more time on band, returned to the work in ear 
nest All leisure after official duties during the Just two yean 
has been given to collecting materia] from books in difforeni 
languages. Besides making the fullest use of the libran 
nf Ehe A i mw Government College-which is not only th< 
oldest but the largest library in the station,and with which 1 
have been familiar from nsy childhood, as my revered father 
Lain Har Noxain. wag Librarian for nearly 25 years—I hare 
had to obtain manuscripts and hooks frem the libraries of the 
Asnuio Society of Bengal, the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Aamtm Wy of Great Britain and Ireland, the Deccan 
College, Poona, and from Jodhpur, Allahabad and Agra. 
Fur the free use 1 have been permitted to make of the Ajmer 
Government College Library, as well aa for much Juful 
criticism and valuable advice I have revived in writing 


1 Tod-. R/lfMthlUj, v-.i. II, p.g. Til. 






chin book, I am under obligations to Mr. E. F. Harrin, the 
r^pected Principal of the Government College, Ajmer. 

A* material wannulated it was decided tu write a more 
detailed history of Ajmer than is permissible in a Guide, 
The Hindu period nf the history of Aj mar had, however, barely 
been written when ifc was suggested that owing to the Imperial 
Coronation Durbar at Delhi, Ajmer might be visited by 
poreonng&s of distinction from Europe, and it would be 
advisable to -prepare and publish a small book on Ajmer 
before that unique event in the History of India took place. 
The present book is the remit- 

1 must here acknowledge the great help I have received 
from Pandit Gaud Shankar Ojha, the learned Superintendent 
of the Rajputana Museum, Ajmer, who** unrivalled knew- 
ledge of the antiquities and the early history of India ha* 
been of great 1190 t° mo - 

To Mr. J. Inglis, Superintendent of the Mission Pres*, 
Ajmer, my thank* are due for the ungrudging labour with 
which he has assisted me to bring out this book. 


AJMEfc: 

Dec ember, 1911 
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CHAPTER I. 


if - 

AJMER-MERWaRA, 

— 

^JVEIi MLRUARA is a atnnll province of British In dia 

Ijmgni the cantre ofRitjpuLina—the land of chi vain-mid 
“ ciait tradition—and is surrounded by the Rajput States of 
Mr™ ar on the west, Kishangarh rnrt II .*nv„ran the n.jrth, Jaipur 
and E.shungarh on the east, and Mewnx on the south It con,, 
pri^s a total are, of 2*11 square miles, and has a population 
of 360,384 It lies between North Latitude 25° 23' 3p 
Mid 2b 41 and East Longitude 73* 47' 30'and 75 " 27'O' 
and consists of the two districts of Ajmer and Merwara (areas 
2,009 and 641 square miles respectively), 

Hills,—The Aravalli Range runs through iho Province 
north to south, and divides the plains of the Rathuru from 
the high tableland of the country of the Sesudins. The range 
commences at the Ridge of Delhi-famous in the history 
of tho Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 A.D.—lies tow till it reaches the 
northern borders of Ajmer, and assumes its full height where 
stands the city of Ajmer, After a little break a few miles 
south of Ajmer, it reappears in the form of a compact double, 
range, eu dosing the Boa war Tahsil, near Todgnih, where 
at Gornniji it a Mai os a height of 3,075 feet, the averags 
level heing 1,800 feet nWe the sea. Breaking thence into 
hdlE and valleys, it leaves behind the southernmost point 
of Merwws, and finally ends in the group of hills known 
throughout the country n 8 Abu Baj, the Slount of Abu, the 
only lull station in Rajputiraa, and the head-quarters of the 
Lticd Govemmejih 


l 
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Rivers.- Tbo hills between Ajmer nnd Nurirabsd mark 
the water-b'jd of Tudiri, The niin hilling on the eastern side 
is drained off by the Cbnmbfd into the Bay of Eongni, nnd that 
On the western side is carried by the Ltrni into the A mb tan 
Sea. Being the centre of the watershed it could not have 
any rivers. The Banos only touches the so nth-eastern frontier 
of Ajmer t and the Khori and Dni also offset only a 
small south - eastern portion of t he District. The Sagunnati, 
so called because it falls into the Sagar (Arabian Sea), takes its 
rise in the Ajaipul Hill, and after nearly drenmacrihing the 
town of Ajmer, flows by Ehuonta and Pisan gun to Govind 
garb, where the Saraswati from Fnshkor meets it. The 
united stream then enters Marwar, assumes the name of 
Luni, and after passing through and fertilizing a large portion 
or the State discharges itself into the Gulf of Cutch. 

Agriculture. —Owing to its position on the watershed of 
India, the agricultural conditions of the province are precarious. 
The soil is shallow and the rocky strata are near the surface. 
The Province lies on the border of t he arid zone and beyond the 
full influence of the Cay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea mom- 
socuia, and the rainfall is consequently Very fluctuating an( ] 
irregular. Of late the Province has bc*-n frequently visited by 
scarcity nnd famine. Early withdrawal of the monsoon accounts 
for scarcity more than actual famine. The average annual 
rainfall during the last quarter of the i9tb eentiirv was 21*2 
inches. There ora two crops, Khniif and Rabi, sown In July 
and October, and reaped in October-November nnd March- 
April respectively. Irrigation is extensive, and romeB from 
wells and art ilicm] tanks. Some of the most important of 
these nt the city of Ajmer are described elsewhere. Those 
at Rainsar in Ajmer, and Balad, Jawajs, DiWa, and Kalin- 
jar in Merwara, date from before the advent of British rule 
in the Province. The natural reservoirs are only the two 
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Pusbk&rs in Ajmer, and those at Sargaon and Karantia 
m Merwaru, the one at Sargaon only being used for irriga* 
lion purposes, 

TiitrV&Si■■“■0 \ til's 1 nrtificial lnlctiSj t-lie jRJijjftrity were 
construe ted by Colonel Bison {Commissioner, 1842-57 A.D.), 
wbo has lad hie mark on the administration of the Province. 
In winter the whole province appears studded with lakes. 

Flora —The Flora of Ajmer-SIerwara is similar to that 
of the eastern part* of Rajputana. Amongst the trees, the 
more common is tho aim, babul, plpal, banyan, scrnal, alar, 
dhokr. 1 , khtjrn, and g&ngjin. 

Fauna,— Tigers art? rare, but leopards and by senna are 
more frequently mot with in the bilk Wild hog, hlnckbuck, 
ravine deer and nilgai, and sometimes sambhar, arc to \ <s 
found in Ajmer. In the way of small game, the great 
Indian bastard is seen. Geese, duck, snipe and quail are 
found in the winter, and sand grouse, bare, and partridges ill 
the year round, 

For6Bt8.—In ancient times the hills about Ajmer war* 
covered with scrub, and Merwara even in 1B19, three 
years before it came under British Rule, was described by 
Mr. Wilder, the first Superintendent of Ajmer, m an im¬ 
penetrable jungle: but the Province is now practically denuded 
of trees. 1 In 1871 A.D. an Assistant Conservator and Sub* 
Assistant Conaervator of Forests were appointed, The Forest 
Regulation was passed in 1874 A.D., and forge tracts were taken 
up by the Forest Department for afforestation. The State 

1 " The dttn.vtiib of tho town of Boiiwir, of tho uanltjnnmnl o| Naiit*.. 
fatd, Mtl fur vuml In barn lime for iho tmk Wltubtiiti joined t„ tlio 
*b*o[LDi! cf nil jitturnpLi m, rsplueiog whflt WAIT Lrrjyet!, tuft b u t few 

* ,ta 
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Fureata of Ajmer ewer an area of 142 square miles (90,747 
icrea in Merwara and 17,974 acres in Ajmer), and protested 
forests cover 101 acres. 

The Commissioner is tho Conservator, ami the Asaiat- 
ant Commissioner ihe Deputy Conservator of Foresig, 
Under these two officer* is the Eitm Assistant Conservator 

of Forests, who exercises the powers of a Divisional Forest 
Officer* 


People,— The people are industrious, well-behaved, of 
fine physique, and poseena powers of endurance. The total 
population of the District is 380.384 (census of 1911 AD.) 

Of these, there are— 


Hindus 
Muscat man a 
Christians 
Pareees... 
Others 



■ * w 

HI* 

■Hr* 


I fi i 


#«* i 


314,736 

60,465 

4,910 

246 

27 


In other words, 82 per cent, are Hindus and 16 per cent. 
UnmthnaziA, 


Commiuiicatiou3 —There is a hundred miles of 
railway running through the district. 

The total length of metalled roads is 250 miles, and of 
undetailed roads 274 miles. These were made principally as 
famine -works. 


There are at present 39 Imperial and District Dak Post 
Offices, and seven Telegraph Offices, in addition to those at 
tht railway station*. 

EfiTTSims.—The Province ifd i n&n-regiiliitioii one and 
ii under the Foreign Department of the Government of India, 

4 
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Revenue is classified as Imperial and Lr.tral. Land R e _ 
venue. Opium, Stamps, Excise. Forest. Law and Justice, 
Income, and other assessed taxes are the principal sources 
of the Imperial Revenue; while Local Funds and Munici¬ 
palities make up the Local Revenue. The total revenue 

W* AJ3 ’ WaS ^ U,m,m “ d ^jwuditu™ 

Administration.— Ajmer-Menvara is a Chief Corn¬ 
ua iHaionerehtp. Ajmer and Mcrwara were two separate 
districts, and Lill 1t?42 A.I>. were administered by two Superin¬ 
tendents who were independent of each other. In 1842 

A U the }' ™ pWed under one officer, Colonel 

Dixon, who became Superintendent of Ajmer-Merware. and 
in 1S53 AD, was made Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwwa, 
Thus llr, Wilder was the fim Superintendent and Colonel 
Duon the first Commissioner of Ajmer. On Colonel Dixon’s 
death in 1857 AD,, no Commissioner woe appointed, and the 
district remained a Dapnty Comminionciship under the Agent 
Governor-General, Rajpntana, who was subordinate to the 
Government of the K.-W.P. (now United Province of Agra 
and Oudh), from 1858 to 1871 AD, r when the Province was 
restored to the former status of a Chief Commissionerehip, 
Mr. Saunders, a Deputy Commissioner in the Punjab, was 
appointed Commissioner, and the Province was transferred 
to the Foreign Department of the Government of India. 

Under the Commissioner is the Assistant Commissioner, 
whois Collector of Revenue and District Magistrate for both 
the districts. The Commissioner is the District and Sessions 
Jodgo, Conservator of Forests, and Director of Public 
Instruction. For Civil Justice, the whole of Ajmer-lUrwara 
forms one district, but for Revenue Administration ami 
Criminal Justice, tho Province is sub-divided into two 
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districts, Ajmer and Merwam. For Givi] Juatice there are 
five first-class Indian Sub-judges, in addition U> the Assistant 
Commissi an er and the Cantonment Magistrate, Xasirabad ; 
six Munaifk; and the Cantonment Magistrate* Deo Li 
(a second'tStuw Sub-judge) + Mnnssfs hear cases of the 
value of Jta, 100 and under; second-class Sub-judges 
□ptoRs. £00, and Jtat-ckt* Sub-judges tip to Re* 10,000, 
Every ooo of the first-class Sab-judges m u Magistrate of 
the firat-class. The Munsifs are second and third-class 
Magistrates. 

There are 11 Honorary Magistrates in Ajmer, and one in 
BflAwur, who enjoy second -class powers. One in Ajmer 
and one in Beawar are Magistrates of the third-class only. 
Ajmer has only one Tahsit at the head-quarters, while 
Merwara has two (Beawar and Todgarh). Under the 
Collector is the Revenue Extra Assistanti Commissioner, who 
exerciser the powers of a Deputy Collector j and under him 
are three Tahsildars and their four Naiba. 

The Agent to the Governor-General for Itajpurana ii, 
Chief Commissioner of Ajmer, and exercises the 
powers of the High Court for the Province. Appeals from 
the decisions of the Sub-judges and Magistrates of tbe 
first-okas arc heard by the Commissioner (District and 
Sessions Judge), those from the decisiona of Huraija 
and Sub-judges of the second class by the Judicial Assistant 
Commissioner, Ajmer, the senior Indian officer in the 
Province* 

The District Magistrate hears appeals from the decisions 
of the second and third-elate Magistrates. Most of the 
Istiturnrdiire are Magistrates of the second-ctifis within their 
respective jurisdictions. The Commissioner is the Court of 
Wards, mi under him is the General Manager, who is also 

i 
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a Magistrate of the second-doss and a Miingjf. Beeid&e the 
Cantonment Magistrates of Nasi ra bad and Deoli, whn are 
Magistrates and Sub-judges of first and eecflnd-ii liaat 
respectively within their Cantonment limit*, the Revenue 
Estra Assistant Commissioner is aLso a Sub-judge uf the 
second-class, the throe Tahsildnrs are Muisifs and Magis¬ 
trates of the second-class, and the Naib Tnhsildars Munsifs 
and Magistrates of the third-class. 

For the upkeep of district roads, roadside trees, dik bunga¬ 
lows, and management 0 f fairs and tolls in the Province, a 
District Board was established in 1388 A.D., with the Assistant 
Commissioner of Ajmer an its chairman. Of the 40 members, 16 
are elected by landholders of the two district and the remain¬ 
ing are composed of nine nominated members and 15 TaEimi 
Istimrardare, who are, tT-o$cia, members of the Board, The 
Board gives pecuniary aid to the educational and me died 
institutions of the Districts 

There was bu Police before 1861 A D. On 18th January 
1862, a Police force of 548 men was first established, under 
a District Superintendent of Police. There are 18 Police 
Stations, and for Police administration the whole Province is 
divided into 14 Police Circles. The rn t ire finer consist ¥ of one 
District Superintendent, one Assistant Superintendent, five 
Inspectors, and 053 officers and constables, maintained at a 
cost of R= 1,47.125, 

IiAad Settlement—The land tenures are similar to 
those of the surrounding Native States. The soil is divided 
into three classes, Khulsa, Istimrar and Jagir and Bhoom, 
1 hat owned by the Slate is Eiinl-a, but in which Riswadari 
rights have since been secured. The Dtimrardar pays a quit 
rent for hia Kidding. The Jagir land is either an endowment 
of a charitable nature or was given as personal reward, and the 

7 
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Bhaam (lit. land) is hdd by a Bhoomia in Lien of military 

isrvice only, Of tbe 740 villages comprised in the Province, 
thertc an?— 


470 Khrtlsa (cultivated area 170,732 acres). 

2(0 L&timrurdar (810,523 scree) and Jagfr (150,833 
ucrea). 


There are 100 Ebaom holdings. 

The district has been settled several times. The Afar- 
haltiis never collected more that] Rs. 370.740 from the district. 
Their land revenue assessment of the Khalsa was R 9 , 
1,28,37a The actual revenue from Khaki in the year 
before its cession to the British tvns Ra 1,15 060. 

The first regular Settlement of the Province was made by 
Mr. LnTcnchq at Ra 2,61,557 in 1875 A.D. Mr. Whiteway 
settled it again at Ra 2,98,027 in A.D. 1886. The new Settle¬ 
ment recently finished by Mr. Lnpton is made at Ra 2,60,587. 


Public Works Department, -The Executive 
engineer is in charge of the P W.lt. ,,f Ajmer, and i s ailb . 
ordinate to the Superintending Engineer at Mount Aba who 

“ “*?"**? l " tlie Honoreble the Chief Commissioner in the 
Public Works Department. The Entire Engineer h* 
three 9ab-divisional Officers under him. who are in cht™ 
of Ajmer, Narimbad, and limn Sub^ivi*^ H e fc 
in charge of all public brdldinga and ancient monument, 
m Ajmnr, tno mjids (except the r 

Mptim tab, ta am Pmri J ,„.f ,. ° ™' 1 

except thane Ilf N uirahed. f[ j "V ballings, 

"fW M. Bum! «, i 

«uperriMS famine «n,k s . ,hich nilh „ , ‘“' P " “ K ( H “ 
He in nine incbnrg, of the Ajmer W«w.’Ju J "“ 
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^my. There are three Cantonments in the Province 
—Nasimtmd, Deoli, and Ajmer—but the first two alone 
are registered Cantonments, and governed by the provisions of 
the Cantonment Code. Nashubad is situated at a distance of 
15 miles from Ajmer on the MaUva branoh of the R-M. 
Railway. Deoli is a small Cantonment 70 miles from Ajmer, 
in the midst of N itive State territory, and is garrisoned by 
local corps, as also that at Ajmer. The garrison at Nnsirnbod 
consists of— 

1 battery' of Royal Field Artillery; 

6 companies of British Infantry; 

I regiment of Bombay In fan try; 

1 squadron of Bombay Cavalry from the Regiment at 
Neemucbj 

and is caramon led by a Colonel on the Staff, and is part of 
the 31 how Division of the Western Army Corps. The Lines 
at Nasirabiid were laid out in A.D. ISIS by Sir David Ochter- 
lony, " As a Military Station, Rasimbad isimportant in being 
most centrally situated for operations in Raj putuna. It is the 
nearest considerable Military Station to Jaipur and Jodhpur 
and well placed for rapid despatch of troops in the direction 
of Udaipur, Bikaner or Indore. 1 ' 1 

The garrison at DeoU consists of a local corps called the 
42nd Deoli Regiment, recruited from the Minas and Sikhs. 

It numbers 812 men under 7 British Officers, and is 
divided into a squadron of cavalry and a battalion of mihntry. 

The Ajmer garrison consists of what is now called the 
44th Merwora Infantry, aud numbers 712 men under 4 British 
Officers, 


1 W&twu't Ajmor-Mentsrji Gtxettnr, pigo J|S. 
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Ajmer is the nf tha 2nd likfctallito, B. B. 

and C* t. Bail way Volunteer Riil^a. Th - whole 

consists of II cumpurtie« r including a Cadet Compiiny at 
Mount Abu. In 1903 its strength wub 341 The total troops 
of all anus in the Frarinae k 2 r 5l5, of which 7S9 were 
British and i p 726 Indian, 

Min ©ra-logy, —Lend, sr-u, copper, and silver are tube 
found m Ajmer; garnet nad aqu.imurines in the Sa'.mr 
Par^Acah; mica in Khurwa, mid more ao In Merwnra; where 
also is to be found Mbps;os nc-ir Sandra, hematite near Suroth, 
and coppuf and lead in the south. 

The lead mines of AJuut yielded a revenue of 5 P 00Q 
to the Slarhattos. Hr. Wilder, Lbe first Superintendent of 
Ajmer worked tiiein p and annually produced 111*000 to 18,000 
mrmnds of lead r which was sold m Ed. 11 per maund to the 
Ajmer Magariue. The mines were cla^d in 1S4G AD. 
Ajmer lead ad purer and of a better quality th m European 
piglead, but want of fuel and cheap transport uiilifczno against 
the mines being worked at a profit 

Mica and garnet mines are at present being worked m 
Ajmer and Morwara, and the industry gires employment to 
hund red s of people, 

Stune is abundantly quarried in the district and is used 
in roofing houses, wbloh iu other parts of India is dune by 
wuocL . Door frames of stone are ako made in Ajmer; Girders 
from lo to 20 fL lung, imd akbi? 12 to 14 ft Jong by 8 to 5 fk 
wide are quarried in Srinagar, about 14 milea from Ajmer, 

Murbles of various colours are quarried in the vicinity of 
Ajmer. 

Lime Lund ircuu Lauim ] 1 un | lime^s-Lunu js very tonaciottfl 
and b universally uv>d, 
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Arte and Manufacture a — Floor-cloths made ol 
rezct are printed in Beawnr, bet the industry is on the wane, 
Jitfsna am printed for perticoats (grAcyras) of peasant 
women, khe», ckarkhaivui, and «sn(t are still woven 

in the district. 

There are lvtq Cotton Mills in Benwnr—the Krishna Mill 
and the Edward JiBtl—both J um-Slock Companies, with 
capitals of nine and eight lukba reapectltely, The Krishna 
"Mil! has been in existence since June IHSl.'while the Edward 
Mill started working only in 19(19 AD, 

There are 11 hydrmlie Colton Presses in the Province, 
silftt Heawnr, three at Kekri. out nt KeJlirabftd and one 
at the Lamhia Station on the EL-M. R-rilwny; also two Ginning 
Factories—one at Ren war arid anc at Kekri, According to 
the census of 1901, 13,008 persons were employed in the 
cotton industry. 

Trade and Commerce, —in the aid days not only was 
Ajmer the m*rep$t for the trade between Bombay and Up¬ 
per Indin, but wus the centre fW llie trade of Hijputans. In 
iho euri ■ days of the Fjft Indirt Company a factory was 
opened in Ajtnor (1014 A/D.) by ATr. Edwards, subordinate 
to that -F Surat, Ajmi'r was for many ycir-- the chief mart 
for the exchange of European goods and the produce and 
manufactures of Rajpotana and Upper India. Pisongan, in 
Ajmer, was the principal mart fur Khujritd tobacco, me eh 
appreciated in R^jputucu, and which evt^n now is exported 
largely Lo Marwnr, Jaipur, Bikrmer, Jaisalmer, and Upper 
India. Owing to the railway, tbi* tr-.d-; is m»w growing less- 
Bfflwar. living to its sit nation u th. Muflnetjce of Marwar aud 
Mewar territories, has supplanted Ajmer as the commercial 
Centre of t he Province, It is an important mercantile town, and 
is well known rot only for speculative business in cotton and 
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grain, bub as the chief place far the export cotton from 
Mewar^ Mar war, anil Ajmer to Bombay. 

Owing to famine conditions during the greater part 
of the last IB years* there haa been an eitensiva import trade 
in grains and pulses in Ajmer atid Eeawar. 1 

The total railbome imports into Beawar in I DIO 
was 32,384 bona, and expert 32 a 227 tons, and in Ajmer 
35,034 und 4,537 tons respectively. 


1 tn dd d*yt, U tha fionpUt wyt, Glily Weatfim RmjfmUnfl uted fa 
be avpflted to famine 

qrr ht? %5% smSrc | 
srtr || 

TEANffi Avacirs. -TtiH f«i (of imafat) An in Poogol (in BibuarX *&■ 
tmak in Enin (IItbo tmi Ju tanner (MiigluijJ, it W in b* found in 
Jsdbpur if yera hw sb far it. lo Jditilmar yon wiU fiod it for fc ovtunty. 

1* 
























CHAPTER, n. 



THE city of Ajmer is aitnnted at the foot or the hill on 
1 w hich is perched the renowned fortress of Gark Beeth, 
now called Tamgnrh (Star Citadel). The towr* cover* the 
entire valley between the Tamgarh and the Madar Hillard 
lies between 26° IT North and 7^ 37' E*at 

The plateau, on which the city of Ajmer atanda, nmrfei 
the highest elevation of the plains of Hindoo and from 
the hills which rnimrend it the country slopes to all of 

the oempasa^ 

TUmarknble for itapictnre^ne situation and its strategical 
importance, the city of Ajmer lies hemmed m « ^ •“ 
bv hills, well partied like a gem of peerless beauty and 

-a » —“Tj T-- 

chirelTj Mid *or «»* *»ve go,,, for mr, Mr. Cou» »J*■ 

STff AS 

Jtor/wall with five gateway* eurmaoil the city, 

Ajmer is at its beet m the min, *hon the 
.... .11 rlmoort in green: the lakes of Ana Sugar, V min, 

J,d For Sognr on Ml; one! the waterfelta of Sur ClorW, 
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and the trickling ot wetter avwy where in the hills extend 
tempting and irresistible invit Ltioos In the citizens to visit 
them in merry picnic part-ice. 

Though roses (fur which Ajmer is famous) nre at thin 
time of the year in their decline* the much-prized and 
sweet-scented Ajmer chamdi is in its ful] blc-^m, and the 
whole atmosphere is charged with that sweet cententcTiness 
and enjoyment which beauty,, combined with plenty, provide* 
Few sights afford more delight than the entrancing beauty 
on the Ana Sagar bund on a fair evening after rain h when, 
amid the play of endless colours, the sun veils itself behind 
the purple hills that surround the clear blue lake, and light 
ftlowly melts into gloom. This scent ones enjoyed is 
never to be forgotten. 

Owing to its situation and the natural strength of the 
fortress of Taragurh, which overlooks it, the town of Ajmer, Ilk# 
the farad us Koh-i-Noor. hus idwtfys been n prize in the hands 
of the victor. Being " the key to Rajpubuia,* ns Colonel Ted 
calls it, its importance ng a point d'ltppni in the midst of a 
count 17 inhabited by a brave and warlike people, divided 
into clans and forming i-cparate kingdoms and States, has 
always been readily recognised by those who have striven for 
t-he mastery of Upper India. 

Ajmer is situated in the centre of the Rnjpuksuja-llalwa 
Railway line, being 305 inilen north of Ahmedahud (677 inilea 
from Bombay i r 22 S miles west r-f Agra, 275 miles south of 
Delhi, and 393 miles norbh of Klrandwa—the four termini of 
the Railway system. 

Climate— The climate of Ajmer is one of ihe healthiest 
in India, particular!)' bracing m the winter: the seasona ore B U 
moderate, and the air most pnrt of the year dry. The place is 
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angularly fi t-.- from cyclones, earthqsuikcflp and vinlcnt storms, 
ami is n good |ij;; v* Hvti ii! in .^itmiiur. A couplet myn: 

fawt ^ '4 ■srik i 

ftc^rr w*{r #*rflrc ii 

4t KbiiLoD in Marwnr is pleasant in winter, and Ajmer in 
summer; Nagor ii pleasant all tins year rmmd; Bikaner is 
good in the rains." This may bo explained by a comparison 
of the mmn temperature in summer ol Ajmer with that 
of other cities in Upper India, as well as by the fnct r stmuge 
as it is, that Ajmer never ham more than a week of continuous 
heat. Four nr five days of heat and there is either a mild 
dust storm or a mild shower to coal the air. The average 
mean temperatures of four representative months at Ajmer 
for the last quarter of the century is:— 

January *>* i,. 504 r 

May **. ... 91*5’ 

July *** ... 8*-B a 

November **. **, 07*0“ 

The average anno id rainfall is 21 "2 inches, tiie lowest recorded 
was 818 in 1801-92 AD. P and die highest, 41 inches in 
1908 AD. 

Population. —The population of the city of Ajmer 
according to the census of 1ST 2 AD. — the second of a series of 
aeveq, the last being in 1911 A.U.—woa 35 p l 11. It decreased in 
1876 to31 K 5B3 p hut rose lo 48,735 in I681 p the increase being 
due to the opening of the Railway in Ajmer, It has since 
steadily advanced to G8,843 in 1891; 73*839 in 1901, and 
80,222 in 1911 A. 11 Of the 86,222 persona, there aro^ 

52J0I IIindus (including Jama and Sikha}* 

30,654 Miussalmaiis, 

2 P 591 Christians* 

181 Parsi& 

3d Others. 

Ifi 









The Hindus, with the exception of those who have eiJ1M fr om 
(mtsidoBftjpitfln%apeak the Hindi or the Marwari language, 
and the Mussulmans apeak in bed Hindi and Urdu. In 
Marwtiri there is no literature, except- some operas, songs 
(eacred and profane,!, and tales. The first newspaper in this 
language was started at Nagpur only three years ago, and is 
called the Marwari, Learned pundits sometimes talk in 
Sanskrit, and the English educated Indians use the English 
language in official intercourse, 

Arts and Manufactures.— Dyeing and two-making 
are the principal manufacture* o! Ajmer. English muslins 
and itoinsuMs are dyed in different colours and beautiful 
designs, and are used principally by Indies of higher classes for 
UTuknm and kacohltet (corsets}. These am not only 
used in Bajpiitam but exported to Halwa, the Berare, 
Kbandesh, Gujemt, and to nJI places where IWaries axe to 
U found. Lace-mating- — gota, kinari, lappa, gokharu, etc.-, 
is another industry of rising importance, aad though the 
trade in both is in the hands of Mahajam, the manufacturers 
are almost all Mohamedans; and, in the case of bee-making, 
generally those of Delhi. Ajmer laces differ in colour,quality 
and shape from those manufactured at Delhi, and are pre¬ 
ferred by the inhabitants of Rnjputaaa to Delhi been. Gold 
embroidery work—s aims sifama and kedahaiao— on silks, 
velvets, and other cloths is also produced in Ajmer. 

An important industry of Ajmer is the making of various 
kinds of brass, copper and faeflawtal utensils, such as dishes, 
katordan^, Mas and cooking pots of different shapes and 

aiics. 

Gold and silver ornaments lor men and women are 
largely manufactured in Ajmer; and same of them are good 
specimens of the goldsmith - art, These ornaments made in 
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Ajmer J are not only used hy the higher classes in Ajiner-Her- 
wara, but me largely exported to the different parts of Raj. 
putana acid to other provinces where Marwariee have settled. 

Another piece of art work is the making of JaUat in Nagor 
cement called kadhi, with pieces 0 f gj tVfl a of different 
colon«. in different designs and all kinds of geometrical figures 

more generally rectangles, circles, and semi-circles. Some 
of these were exhibited in the Delhi Exhibition of 1902 A.D. 

There was a largo weaving industry in Ajmer, but it bee 
now disappeared. The juiaiuit (weavers) have abandoned 
their profession and taken to unskilled labour provid'd by 
the large Railway Workshops hone. Salt was largely manu¬ 
factured in the RyinSiir Parganah, but the manufacture was 
stopped by Government in 1870 Alt 

The making of fae bangles used to be another industry 
in Ajmer, but it is also declining owing to the introduction 
of German and Austrian glass bangles. 

Ivory and wood bangles wo made id Ajmer, also 
sandalwood combe and rosaries and small bo sea, which are 
largely purchased and carried a way by M nasal man pilgrims 
to the Dargah, along with revdtes and tiilys (sweets, of 
which oilseed is the principal ingredient), Carpets (qalins) 
and dumes of beautiful Kashmir, Persian, and Bokhara 
patterns are made in the Ajmer jail, and orders fir them 
are received from distant stations. 

Food—The Hindu-, with the exception of the Rajputs, 
soma op-country Brahmin^ Knyaatnaa, H nd bo me of the 
lower castes, are vegetarians. Wheat and barley, grain, 

* jE>I7LT&r*i Hi 111 ri Q p* B.TO t liO p« llUnSpAi UllM * ■ p EHiEfl-HElt-^ DfctH* 

lor ram; Timnuu, Vr.m,*, Main,, ttir, JAhM*. tior t Bmt t HaJhphui 
Goaihru t Llunph, ^(Wndi, U'ootri (Mud t iiyra ill u pnm'ipal j ,L-J 

mmu for w^u^iL 
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maize, hud bftjra are the staple food grams AH Indians eat 

rnfii or chupiittss, People generally take two meats; break¬ 
fast at 10—11 a m,, rind dinner at 4J—3 p,m, The use of tea 
la spreading. All vegetarian.-! an ! the Mohumedmis, with the 
sceptic m of some up-country Ma^abmins, are total abstainers. 
Tne habit of drinking i* mcreiisingly spreading amongst Jow- 
caete Hindus. Unlike the natives of the United Provinces, 
who take only fried difihes for dinner, Hindus of this Proving 
cat Tvtit at bath meals, More ghee, sugar, and condiments, 
especially ehiUm, are consumed here than in the United 
Province. Ohoha, the distinctive feature of the United 
Provinces, ih not strictly observed here, chiefly because Jab 
influence has always remained predominant in Hujputanm 

AmnsameutS and GanieB — The old Indian games of 

i ‘; abiidi and V athl P hiri disappearing, and th e taste for 
kuahU (wrestling) is Unquisliing amongst the Hindus, 

uckej '’ criek6Ci footbail. especially the fatter two, are 
spreading amongst the student population. The ancient 
Hindu games of cJUj and cAoiv/ior (* kind or draughts) and 
ciwfa, are the chief indoor games, Sfchr, tubfa. harmonium, 
nnd flute are thy chief musical instruments used, Nauteb 
parties and picnics are the chief >uu use meats. R&i ltd 
TamdsAd (Opera) performed in the streets is much appre¬ 
ciated by the people. * 


Ajmer ui rich in beautiful and picturesque spots in the sur¬ 
rounding hliis, where nuUahjt ran with i nter, and small water 
falls are found, wild floors, shrubs a- ■ ^abound, and the 
pleasure of lull-climbing and the , uy ftl(ffi t of beautiful 
wenery moy be combined with worship. Ckavanda, Aj< tl pat 

i ai Lu? h ' f I{anbai.Gau,ikund- 

ki-rntd and ranch hand ore the principal recced places tf 
public rfcfort, r 


The Club is sitv:t - lI in \b ■ north-east comer of the 
Qaiaer Bagh, und has excellent Ikdli ties for all kinds of sports 
Here the Band of the 4 tth Merwara Infantry discourses music 
every Tuesday and Thursday evening. 

In front of the Hub House is the Saunders Memo¬ 
rial. a beautiful marble zhntirt with fountains playing in it. 

There is also a Railway Institute near the Railway Work¬ 
shops, with a splendid hall used for concerts, dances, and 
sometimes for public features. In addition to a small library; 
& reading-room, and two billiard tables, there is a good 
cricket ground domin ■ '■■d hv n pavilion. 

Festivals and Fairs — In addition to the Hindu 
national festivals of Bti&rha in October, Udi in March and 
DtU'idi in November! observed throughout India, & number of 
other festivals are observed in Ajmer, amongst which the chief 
m that of Qsmgnu^ which with the two 7Nj festivals, ere pecu¬ 
liar to Raj pn Irma. These i hrcc arc in reality lariies* festivals, 
The Gangaitr festival, in honour of (yniiri. wife of Siva, is cele¬ 
brated by the Rsjpnti and M-Jinians. It celebrates the con¬ 
jugal felicity of Hindu hi u&^bdds, and all virgins arid married 
women take pur: So it Ii logins with the Sil Sapta wti~ 
which takes place seven days after the Hcli (when the goddess 
of gmall-pox is worshipped by women)-and IftKts for a fort¬ 
night, when in alrn-.-t every mu 1mlla (parish) inhabited by 
MubapnF, images of Hatm and Lhwam (female and male 
deities) fully adorned are exhibited. The places nre decorated 
and kdirs assemble and sing. Four times the images are 
taken out to the public gardens and brought buck accompanied 
by music. ^Festivals nr- also held in honour of Ajai Pal, the 
founder of Ajmer, and Gaga Chohan, who died with hia 
hundred and sixty‘eons in -:uiuptmg 10 bar die last inroad 
o! Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni 


Tfjd#i-kd‘M&d is another local festival of importance i 
though observed by all claves r>f Hind j a, it is the principal 
festival of the peasantry. Beuwar, Tabiji ant) Ajmer are the 
ehitf place a of worship of this deity. Tejaji is always 
represented as a warrior on horseback with a drown sword and 
a snake biting hia tongue; and the Jal-9 and Onjors wear ati 
amulet of silver nr gold with this device round their necks 
to protect them from snakes. The festival j B held with great 
ecZaf and ceremony in Kehri and Beawnr, under the patronage 
of the district authorities. 

The chief Mohamedim festivals, with the exception of the 
Bfohurrum, and the two Ids, are the Urs of Khwajs Sahib, 
and of Miron Sahib, 

Religion.- Ajmer is one of the moat notable towns in 
India owing to its religious importance. Not only is Pushkar, 
□car Ajmer, "the king of all sacred places of the Hindus, 1 * but 
in Ajmer is situated the IWgah of Khwaja Muinutfdin Chiehti. 
the greatest and the most renowned of a!] llohatnednn Saints 
in India. The Kingdom of Ajmer in its days of prosperity 
was famous for four things as the popular lines say:_ 

% mk r i 

^»T 5TFTR t 

*&m\ % to m* n 

” Four things are famous in the territory of Ajmer_ 

1- Khwaja Snhib-ki-Dargab. 

2 . Pushknr Lake. 

3. H’lkrann Marble. 

4. Sambhar Salt Mines." 

An event of great imparlance in the religious history' of 
India occurred in this town, which is likely to invest Ajmer in 
future ages with a sacred character in the eyes of the Hindus, 
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ami may eclipse fh^ religious reputation of many other 
important religious centres in India. This event w&a the 
death on the Dewals day—-the whitest day in the Hindu 
Calendar—(30th October 1883 A D.) «l Muharisbi Swami 
Dayamwd Saras wati, the great Bind a fielurmer. 

The central position of the town of Ajmer in Rajputuim 
has attracted the attention of various Christian Missionary 
bodies. In addition to the Church of England establishment, 
the Scotch United Free Church Mission, the American 
Methodists and the Roman Catholics have mode it a centre 
of their activities. 

A Chaplain of the Church of England is stationed in Ajmer, 
which ih within the diocese of the Bishop of Nagpur. The 
Chaplain looks after the Fordhum School, established with the 
money left on his death by Mr. Fordham, for many years 
the Auditor of Accounts, Rujpulana-Malwn Railway, Ajmer. 
The church which originally stood on the site now occu¬ 
pied by the Public Works Department Office was dismantled, 
and a bigger church constructed overlooking the Vrila Lake 
in 1882 A.D. 

The United Presbyterian Church of Scotland (now the 
United Free Church) commenced work at Beawor, under 
Rev. Ur. Scholl* red, in I860 A- B, Nustrnbod was opened in 
1801 anil Ajmer in 1862. In its various centres in Raj¬ 
put ^nu the Miasi'jti has altogether seven Anglo-Vernacular 
Schools, with an average attendance of 900; 48 Vernacular 
Schools w:ih an average attendance of 1,233; 32 girls 1 schools 
with an average Attendance of 775. In addition to ita 
other activities, the Mi man Hospital is deserving of men¬ 
tion, owing to the popularity ill enjoy* among the inhabitants 
of Ajmer. This will be readily understood from the fact 
that no fewer than 84,498 persona received medical aid dur- 
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mg tbs year 1910, Mid 1,337 surgical operations were per 
formed. Th& Missi'ti Press,. too, i= perhaps the heist known 
of its kind in Rajputnna. Dm ter Eurojieaji supervision the 
work It turns out is exceedingly neat, and the Press enjoys the 
confidence of a very large dienteh Tins institution alone 
gives employment to nearly two hundred of Aimers nous. 

Tho American Methodists established a Mission in Ajmer 
in 18^2 A.D., and opened a church in Koisar Gimj on the 
Beavrar Road. They have since constructed a more com- 
modioiifl Church on the mad leading from tbo Post Office to 
the Courts. They have established an Orphanage, and a 
Boys' and a Girls’ School. The Boy?" School teaches up to 
the Riijpntrina Middle School Standard. 

Before 1HQ2 A D, there was a small Roman Catholic 
Chapel here, hut in that year the Prefect ore of Raj pu tuna 
wba created, which h administered by the Capuchin Fathers 
of Paris. Tile Prelect Apostolic has his bead-quarters at 
Ajmer There rtre two churches at Ajrnur oiid Nadira bad; 
and schools at Jorepura, near Akhri, and at Ajmer; the 
Convent of St. Mary Magdalen, which is a Boarding and 
Day School for European and Eurasian girls, is managed by 
a Lady Superior, assisted by tw&tvei FramuBc in Nunu. The 
Ronjan Catholic church in Ajmer i& *o imposing building, 
put up in 11592 A.D. 

The Hindus of the urovinoe are a backward comm unity, 
and have suffi-r.-d more from the recurring famine^ which is 
a feature of this Province, than other comm unities. 

The Din dim have two dtHpenflarie^one in the Nay& 
Ba^rj’ called the H t ndu A u-^hwlh alujrt. and the ether in the 
Setffcngi Muhalln Patients are i railed her- according to the 
Hindu system of medicine. They have opened some Primary 
Schools, none of which is of any importance, They have 
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recently opened a ffimfu Avmtthnhutra near the Holi Bam, 
where S: id huf*, orpbmia mrt the tmveUing poor mb uiven food 
for a day or two- The monthly vX["‘-n-c thia charity is 
Ra- 200 per mensem. Parched gram it* distributed to bpggara 
and the destitute every afternoon at a number of places. In 
several Hindu households, the members take their breakfast 
after they have firsL fed a S&dhn or a Rrnhmm- 

There =irc abmit 15 principal rnmnefiVa or temples, where 
offering are every day mack by women* and where shelter 
food are given to Brahmins and Sodhtts. 

The Ana Samaj is a tn d v of Hindus who hold the Yedu 
only as revelation. They are opposed to idol worship and the 
ShmddhiiS. The Ary a Sainuj tun* a particular connection 
with Ajmer, inasmuch as the founder of the movement, 
Swami Dayanand SafBffwati, breathed his kit in Ajmer on 
the Dewflli day in 1^83 A.D- The Paropkarini Sabha, hi* 
trustees and legal representatives, decided in December 1S83 
A-D- to found au Ashram {Institute) in honour of his memory 
at Ajmer, The Ashram ua original h proposed was to consist 
of a College, a Library, a Hospital, a Printing Press, an 
Orphanage md a Lecture Hull. The Ajmer Ary a Satiny has 
established a. High School and an Orphanage. The Parop- 
karini Sribha consists of twenty-three members, with U M 
Maharaja Sir Fmtab Singh of Idnr os its President, and the 
Rajadhimj of Shahpura an Secretary. The Sabha owns ^ 
Printing Preae called the Vedio Press* established by Swmni 
Bayamind Somswati at Allahabad m lS7o V[}_, and from there 
r&moved to Ajmer in 1800 AT). It prints and publishes the 
works of Swatni Dnyamind Saraswati. 

The Ajmer Aiyn Sauuijj which was founded in 18H1 A.D, 
has built itself an imposing edifice in the Qaiser Gimj in 
which there m a lecture hall and a spacious courtyard round 


which there are a number of double-storied room*. The 
building is used also for the Uayanand Anglo-Vernacular 
High School, which was established in 1889 AD. It teaches 
rip 10 the Matriculation Standard of the Allahabad University, 
and has on its roll MO bays. Attached to it i* a Boarding 
House containing 55 boys. 

On the southern side of the Seven-dials in Qaiscr Gunj, 
are situated the two Dayan and Orphanugc Buildings* one 
for boys and the other for girls, whore at present there are 
195 orphans. 

The most imposing and substantial structure at the Seven- 
dials is an its west aide, consisting of a splendid hall 60 by 
26 bv 34 ft.,, and some aide-rooms, and a small garden* 
The Vedic Press ls at present located in it. The Samaj 
has also a girls 1 school lei the town, where girls are being 
taught reading, writing, sewing, etc. 

The Sikhs of Ajmer, which number about 90 souls, have 
ft Gorudwara of their own to ihe east of the Magazine, which 
is only hull finished. Its construction was begun in 18tt& 
A. D, by Sirdar Uini Singh, who was Extra-Assistant Conser¬ 
vator of Forests at the time. 

The Jehus are a powerful community in Ajmer. They 
are divided into three sect*: (1) SweUmbari (2) Digam- 
hare, who wnrship idols in temples, and (,3; Thanak Basis, or 
Dhoondsas, who do net worship idols but who have their 
Thanaka (Sanskrit Stlunm= place) where their preachers 
(male or female), reside- The Jains, to which community 
the principal Seths of Ajmer belong, have no public institu¬ 
tions of any note, except a temple called the Nrt&iyan, 
situated on the road leading frrrii he SUilwi^ he 

Daukt Bagh, near the Poat Office, buist by the J.ue ai 
Bahadur Seth Muol Chand SoqL in the A«s iynn* in 
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addition to the temple proper, in a big hall are placed gih 
Jain representations of the Gowns of Ayodhya, Ujjain, Mount 
Mem and of Vimanaa (conveyances for goda). There are 
nl*?o painted representations of the seven B^nveoj and IT ells, 
as believed in by this sab-section of the Hind ns. These 
miniature towns and mounts were manufactured in Jaipur. 

The indigenous Mussulmans of Ajmer are ehieflv the 
Khadirm* of the Dargnh, and the liiderkotis and Deswalia, 
who are converted Hindis* The Deswalis arc the latest 
converts, among whom Hindu ceremonies and rites are still 
observed The Mfilial mntis F wjm have emie from the Punjab, 
the United Provinces, end other port* of India, arc? either 
arbizuus and workmen in factories or are in Government or 
Railway service. The Khndims live on the offerings present¬ 
ed by pilgrims and tho jagira granted by the Moghul 
Emperor?; the Inderkatis when not in the service of the 
Hindu Seths, farm fruit trees in the gardens in Imferkot* 
Gttghra, and other places. Tho Dcswnlhi are either in the 
service of Government or are vendors of lime* stones and 
other budding materials. The Bohras and Hemmana are 
general merchants or pedlars, and the Kimjru& sell veget¬ 
ables and fruits. 

In addition to the numerous Muktaba, whore the Koran is 
committed to memory and primary education in Urdu is 
giveni there are tho Dargsh School and the Islam ia Moinia 
High School with about 280 boys on its roll. This school 
bids fair to develop into a good institution. From the 
revenues! nf the Oargoh, in addition to a free distribution of 
a. kind of mesa called Langar, a charitable dispensary is also 
maintained where patients are treated according to the 
Yunam (Greek) system of medicine. The Dargnh also gives 
monthly allowance 5 * to medical practitioners for free treatment 
of the citizens of Ajmer. 
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Thr Parser are mostsiy employed in fchfi Railway and 
Government: offices* except n few who have shops. where they 
#e!| general in^rdmntliae. They have a Fin- Temple of their 
own on the N^imbnd Road opposite the Rail way Institute, 
and [i Tower of Sifenee outside the town, nob very for from 
the Government DieuJJery, 

Tlie Govemmeat College— B Ajmar,'asTod s&;n t 
* L is the heart of Rajputaua/' from which emanate all thorns 
viml impukea which further ita development. It is natural 
therefore, that enlightenment that fihaps the mind and 
character of the people ahould take its rile and radiate over 
the Province from this cent nil point of vantage. 

With the bo ginning of the nineteenth century the un¬ 
settled condition of the country that hod, during the 
preceding cent,siry rendered life and property praenrioms 
and were fatal to all development, gave place to order 
and security* ami in their wake followed pointful progress. 
Progressive and enlightening influences, born in Ajmer, began 
to spread and beneficially affect Rajputaaa Ajmer-Merrara 
had passed int : ) the handa of the British Government, which 
HuQO turned its lUtemion ia ed neat kin nnd not, many years 
elapsed before a public school was est-iblkhud in lh36 AJJ. 
The visitation of a severe famine caused w temporary 
sUflperi.iirjn in Lho Hie of thin school, but in I *47 A.D +J the 
Honorable (he Court of Directors sanctioned there-opening »>1 
the Government Sehuol, find by 1851 A..D, it h.id become 
thoroughly established, and waa located in what m now known 
as the Blue Castle, near tho city camping ground. In IBfli 
it was Fiffiliriteil in tiit RA. Standard of the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity, Soon the growth of the institution demanded inure 
liberal aceoimnudniion, and in 1SGS A.D„ General Keating, 
Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputtina JaiJ the 
foundathm stone of the present commodious building which 
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with additions made in 1804 and again in 1011, e a worthy of 
tbn institution it now hoaxes, The College was rai&ed Co 
a first grade one, teaching up to the degree of BA. of the 
Allahubad Umv&raityj m 1896, It peeresses an excel lo ot 
library and a well -fitted sn ton ce laboratory, Tu the students' 
residential quartern a handsome and comfortable hostel was 
added in 13*04, rind since then the recreation grounds have 
been very considerably extended and improved. 

The moral influence of this institution on the life or 
Kajputanu. hfis been insyiksUable* It bna been a beacon of 
light throwing its rays into the remotest quarters of this 
backward Province* Ajmer has lurnmhed men, reared gener¬ 
ally under the influence of this old ColiegCjto direct and control 
the development of the various States of Rajpu tana onward 
to progress and peace, under the guidance of British Political 
officers; mid lucul educational institutions to cany forward 
ami perpetuate this beneficial influence hav- bean established 
in d idem lit parts of Hajpubana, practically under the foster¬ 
ing light of this venerable College. 


Tho Commissioner is tx-oyicio Director of Public Inatruc- 
tuon, and the Principal of the Government College is Inspector 
of Schools for Ajmer-Merwam. Education has made steady 
progress, md at present 60 per Cent of the boys Q f mhoal- 
going i ]ge in Ajmer are attending school. Tfao percentage of 
girls, however, is only 18, 

There are in the town, for Indian children, 3 Public High 
Schools, Middle Schools mid 1 2 Primary Schools, including 
Pat bshaias and Mnkhtabs^ where histmetioii i& given accord¬ 
ing to indigenous Hindu and Mohumedim systems. For the 
training of veraacukr teachers there is a Government Nor- 
tnnl School j and a Fatwnri School fur the training of subordi- 
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nate rural revenue officials. TI 10 total enrolment is nearly 
5,00 0 pupils. 

Of European schools there are 2 High schools ami 1 
Middle School educating over 300 children. 

The annual expense of the GoTemmenL Col lege and High 
School is Rs. 42,000, The principal high sekoub and Euro¬ 
pean schools receive suitable grants-in-aid from Govern¬ 
ment. 

Medicine.— The first public hospital was established 
in Ajmer, near the Agra Gate, at a cost of Ra* 6,000 raised by 
subscriptions during Colonel Dixon's time. This budding 
was sold by Government in 1805 A.D., and with the proceeds, 
supplemented by public subscriptions and a Municipal 
contribution a new and larger General Hospital was built at 
an expense of Rg, 43,250 in that year. The Vic fori* 
General Hospital, as the new hospital is called, ia a large 
and commadioua building nu the Imperial Road, leading from 
the Railway Station to the Danlat Ragh, near the Tdcgmph 
Office, It contains several wards and has accommodation for 
55 in-door patients. There is a separate police ward and a 
Bui all one for patients suffering from Infections disease. 
An Assistant Surgeon and an Hospital Assistant are perma¬ 
nently stationed here, and there are quarters built in the 
compound for their residence. 

Yacdmtlon is compulsory in Ajmer since I SO 5 A.D. (as 
a bo in Eekri and Ben war since 1901 and 1902 respectively). 
It is perhaps nut generaly known that vaccination was known 
in India long before it waa discovered in Europe by Jeoner, 
HSs Excellency Lord Amp thill {sometime Viceroy of India) at 
the opening of the King Institute of Preventive Medicine in 
Mfidraa.in Fobrnajy 1905 AJD. said: M The undent Hindus 
used animal vaccination secured hy transmission of the small- 
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pox virus through the cow, and Colonel King biiseB ibin 
interesting theory on n quotation from a writing by Dhm- 
vantri, the greatest of the ancient Hi ndu physicicuts, which is 
bo -striking and so appropriate to the present occasion that I 
must take the liberty of reading it to you. It is as follows i— 

“Take the fluid of ihe pock oti the a rider of the cow, nr cm. the 
arra between the shoulder and elbow of a himm subject, on the 
point of a lancet, and lance with it the arms between tbfl shoulder 
and elbuwi until the blood appears. Ifaon mixing the fluid wi£,h 
the blood, the fever of the sojull-pox will be prixinued, 

JJ This is vaccination pure and si in pic. It. would seem from 
it that Je liners great discovery was actually forestalled by 
the ancient Hindug. pl 

Though with the decline of the Hindu system of me dicine 
vaccination fell into disuse, inoculation by small-pox rirua 
has always been in use in India, and was to me extent 
practised in Bnjputajia before the introduction of vaccination. 
In Ajmer, vaccination was first introduced by Dr, Lord in 
18o3 A.D. 

Courts and Offices. —Ajmer is the head-quartern of 
the Province, and the CominisgjoDerj tho Assistant Com¬ 
missioner, the District Superintendent of Police, the Civil 
Surgeon, and the Executive Engineer all live in Ajmer. 
Except the Tiihail, which is located in the Magazine in the 
town, and the Civil Surgeon's Office, which is situated in a 
room in the Victoria General Hospital, near the Magazine, all 
other officers have their office and courts in one place, to 
allow of easy reference, while the Commissioner has his office 
and court in a building at a little distance from the Court 
HousOk The Executive Engineer, the Superintendent of 
Police,, and tho Exlm Aasbtnnfc Conservator of Foreati havu 
their offices within a stone's throw of it 
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The General Court House contains the courts and offices 
of ail the other officers and the District Record Room. It b 
a lnrge p massivo building, forming three sides of a rectangle, 
and was built in 1873-76 A.D. Additions have since been 
made to it 

Jail — There is only one Jail in the Province* the 
Central Jail afc Ajmer, It was built in 1872 A.D. It is 
a large square building with watch-towers at the four 
Angles and one in the centra, and is situated to the north 
of the Merwara Infantry Lines. It has accommodation for 
432 prisoners In 1902, however, the no an her of prisoners 
was 540, Excellent mgs anrl carpets are manufactured in 
the j i.il, which secured prizes iti the Calcutta Exhibition. 
The expenditure on jail maintonauce was Rs, 25,385 in 1902,, 
and Rtt, 23,226 in 1910. 

Municipality. — The town of Ajmer is n Municipality 
since I860 A.D., and was governed by the provisions of the 
N,-W»P, and Oudh Municipal tie? Act: till 1886. The principle 
of election was first introduced in 1884 A,D., previous to which 
the Municipal Committee consisted of members nominated by 
the Government, with the District Magistrate a* President, 
A separate regulation for the District, the Ajmer Munici¬ 
palities Regulation V* of 183th was enacted by the Govern* 
moot of India, and was brought into furee in 1388 A.D. Under 
this regulation* the Mnniidpalitj consists of £3 members 
18 of which itre ducted md 5 nominated For purposes 
of election the Municipality is divided into four wards: — 

1 Ci ty (sab-dividedinto 7 sub* w aids } dects 9 members 

6 Hindus and 3 Moliamadtuis 

2 Qm-ef Gunj elects 2 jnembeii> one of whom rnujfc 

be a Mohamet San. 
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3, Suburban electa 3 member** one of whom only may 
be an Indium 

A Railway elects 4 members, only one of whom may 
be an Indian, 

Thus of the 18 elected members, 5 must be Europeans or 
Eurasian^, 4 mml b*± Mohamediiiis, mtU 7 must be Hindus. 

The committee is sub-divided into 5 sub-committetifl— 

(1) Fiatnoe; (2) Conservancy; (3) Public Works; 

(4) Garden and Nnxul; (5) Lighting. 

The Committee has a European Secretary, an Overseer, 
a Sub-overseer, n Sanitary Inspector, and two SuWln&poctors 
and an Assistant Health Officer. 

The principal soUrco of in come is the Octroi. In 1910 
the mc.-rue wa? Bs. 2,56*312 and the expenditure fta. 2,83,894. 

Water-works.—For the supply of water, works were 
constructed tu carry the ■water from the Ana Sugar Lake 
to the city; but the scheme proved a failure, and the Ajmer 
Municipality then constructed, in 1S92 ATX, at mi expense of 
three lakhs, an nrt ifieinl reservoir called the Foy Sugar, about 
three miles from the town, by constructing a dun or bund 
across the Ran ii River* It commands the general level of the 
city, and th^wMer is carried by a 12-in. pipe to the aity. 
The higher classes of people, however, do not use this water 
for dm ing purposes, preferring well water ituatead. 

Bailway.—The railway; which runs through Ajraer- 
Merwam north-east to south-west* was opened in ISTR AJX 
and was known n> the Rajputann Slate Kail way In 1881 
the Mslwa branch from Ajmer to Kliiuidwii was opened, and 
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the system came to be called the Rajputana-Malwa Railway. 
Sinte the opening of the railway the population of Ajmor 
has doubled. 

The railway Iias stimulated foreign trail tv enriched the 
dyers by profi ling facilities for the export ol dyed doth, ami 
tho&unymgor fruit sellers by facilitating the import of fruit 
and vsgetuhlea from Bombay, Delhi ami Sindh, The Rail¬ 
way Workshop opened in 1880 iLD.. provide work for about 
eight thousand; workmen, and has attracted a large suburban 
population. The railway has added three imposing stnur¬ 
tures to the important buildings of Ajmer—the* General 
Office Bi.tiding, the Railway Station, and the Railway Insti¬ 
tute, besides the Bisset Institute and the- Railway Hospital, 
which arc comparatively smaller buildings. Being the head¬ 
quarters of the R.-Af, R system a'number of railway . lEcera 
are stationed with their offices in Ajmer, thus adding to the 
suburban population. Practically nine-tenths of the European 
population of Ajmer arc connected with the railway, 

The principal railway offices are—> 

The Aqdit Office. 

The Traffic Superintendent's Office, 

The Engi d ter-tn-Que fa Office. - 

The Locomutivt Superintendent's 

Th-9 Carriage and Waggon Superintend Office, 

The Executive Engineer a Office 

.* . 

t 
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A JAlHEKU DOORQ, or the Fortress of Ajoier, was built, 
According Lo tradition, by Ajaipnl Cliuhan, who was King 
of Sunbbar early in the seventh century A.D. He also 
buil t n town add n lake. The lake has disappeared ; the village 
Ajuisur to the ^onili of Foy Sagar still remains to mark the 
work of AjaipaL The present city of Ajmor at the foot of 
the hill appears to have been built by King Ajddovn, who 
ruled about 11 fin*To A.D As Ajaideva removed his capital 
from Souibhar to Ajmer, Ajmer became a populous city. 
The following description of it is given in the Pr'dhviraj 
Vijai, which was composed between 1189 and 1192 A.D.:_ 

"Ajuiiceni is fall of temples of gods and is thus, like Meru, the 
abode of gods. Anything situated on an elevation is visible to 
all; but Ajmor, though *n eituAt*, is quite invisible to the 
famine, which goes every whore else. Baotu, wells, tabua, pyavoas 
(water stalls) are full of water here. People sitting in the 
jfiarokat enjoy the cool breeze of the Canges of Paradise. The 
Vanma {god of water) has come and taken shelter in the well* 
on the hill iort of Ajmer (thus providing water.) The ^molco of 
fragrant things burnt by women to perfume their hair gather in 
thick cloud* and hide the moon. Thu increasing prosperity of the 
city Jus laid low the pride of Ainmvati (the' mythical city of 
Inara). Other eitim where there are thieves, tyrannical rulers, and 
poor end fomine-strikea people cannot come lip to this city, which 
knows ihuflii things not. The big blocks of white stone used in 
building liuii.-ist in this town make the black sp«ts in the moon 
white hy reflected light. The camphor and musk which drop from 
the bodies of the citizens in the streets, make dm clothes of the 
passers-by white Mack (wsifiiriiwwt) The city Rama won after 
crossing the sea (the golden Lanka) and that founded by Krishna 
in the ana (Dwarka) are not lit to he ilave girl* of this city." 
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According to the PrifAtrimj Vijai, Ajaidems son, 
ADnjj {nWt 1123-1150 A.D.) built the Ana Sugar, to purify 
the land which had become impure owing to the spilling of 
Mn flfia l nan blood in a battle fought at that place, Acmji'e ao n, 
Visuldera (1151-1163 A.D.) canstrnoted the Visaiw (Tula), 
with temp]S3 ann palaces round it Ha also built the College, 
converted by Shahabuddin Ghnri into a mosque, and now 
called the Adhiii-dijt-len-JhtmprtL. As Ytsaldeva conquered 
Bdbi and the whole of Hindustan between the Tindhya and 
the Himalayas, Ajmer,liaving become the capital of the Empire, 
naturally became a very flourishing city, Hi* grandson, the 
celebrated: Pnthviraj, began to build a fort on the N’agpabar, 
the remains nf which are still to be seen. For some reason, 
howevtr. the work was abandoned. 1 These were the palmy 
days of Ajmer, and it was during the reign 0 f Pnthviraj 
that it at.Loaned the highest prosperity that it over enjoyed 
before the ad vent of the English- 

After Prithviraj 0 defeat, in 1192 A.D,, Ajmer wan sacked 
by Sultan Shahabuddin Ghori. The Tcijut .‘faarir, the anther 
of which was a contemporary of Shahabuddin Ghori, in its 
hyperbolic language Bays of Ajmer of that time: ' The 
gardens of Ajmer are robed m seven colours, and the foes 
of the hills and the jungles is the envy of the famous 
Picture Gallery of China. Flowers so adorn the gardens 
and the plains as if a garden had been sent to the earth 
from Heaven itself. The morning breeze sprinkles attur 
(otto) in the garden and the eastern breeze bums ood 
(a sweet-smelling wood) in it. The clothes of the jungle 
are perfumed by the tunbai and banafaha flowers, and the 
breasts of the morning ore adorned with the clothes of 
roues and the poppy tie were. The dust of Ajmer baa the 

. ' ELYi that, demon 1 destroyed dun ng the wb*t via built 

dunng ihm Hat, and th* work Waa theiffun *h* hdotftd. 
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perfume of musk of the deer of Tibet The fountains of 
iweot water ip Ajmer compete with the jfeysnr (the spring 
water of Paradise). The water is so clear that the smallest 
pebble is clearly visible in the bed of the fountain in the 
darkness of the night,; in sweetness it is like (a 

spring in Paradise) and ns wholesome as the water of life. 
The city and the suburbs are exceedingly beautiful owing to 
general brightness and light, the beauty and purity of its 
flower*, the purity of its air and earth, and abundance of 
water and trees ; it is ji place of inestimable enjoyment and 
luxury," 

During hifl short stay, the Sultan, " destroyed the pillar# 
and foundations of the idol temples,” Visaldeva's College was 
destroyed, a port inn of it converted into a mosque, to which 
Shura sudd in Altamush (1211-1236 a.d.) added tb; pre!ieQ j 
rereen of seven arches. Henceforth, a Governor resided at 
Ajmer, and the prosperity of the town declined so much 
that in ihe uunute of the fifteenth century A.D. it is said 
that tigers used to roam where the tomb of Khwaja Muinnddin 

Chiatui stivacK 

A mausoleum over the tomb or the Khwaja WM built 
some timo about 1500 A.D. Malta Khan, Governor of Ajmer 
bmlt the Malueur tanks and* garden to the south of Ajmer 
at tbe foot of the Tanga,h hill, about the same time, In 
15.^5 A.D., Rio JI aid ova took poaeadou of Ajmer 

strengthened the Fort, and built the water lift to cany water 
from the Chashma into the Fort 

In 1557 A.D., Ajmer passed into the possession of AkW 
and in 1571 A.D., to improve the condition of the pW hi 
ordered a strong wall to be built round it and a p a! ^ to be 
erected iu it for his own residence. 1 The Amirs and Khans 

* E]liot ' t Hinwj nf lndf», Tel, V, ^ 
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and attendant* of the Court vied with each other in erecl- 
mg dwellings there This palace is now known m the 
Magazine. The city wall when Emperor Akbar built it 
was 4,045 yards in circa inference. 

Ho also built the Khun Bazar, now called the Daigah 
Bazar. A gallery or passage ran right through the length of 
the street for the convenience of the indies of the royal 
harem, when they went on foot from the Dntilat Khaim to 
the Dargah. On such occasions the shops were curtained 
off From the public gaze, the shop-keepers taking their stand 
on the street side of the partitions. 

Akb&r added the Akbari Mcisjid to the Ourgah and built 
a flTul M fiha.1, of which only the gateway now stands at the 
back of tSehjK'Be of Seth Kalvan JHal, towards? the Dhobi 

Mahalla, 

In I56P A.D. lenifiil Kali Khan, Akbarw or 

Ajmer, built the Baltind Darwa 2 fi i high gateway) of the shrine 
of Mima Soyud Hussein, though the mausoleum was built 
in 1615 A.D, by Ait bar Khan. 

in 1569 A.D Qhisu Khun built a mosque in fnderkot, Dow 
in ruins. One Miya Bai built the mosque opposite the 
Motikatra in 1643 A.D_, and Tilokdi, the daughter of Akbar'« 
famous musician, Tnneen, built another in the Durgah Bazar 
in 1652 A.D. 

* 

Ajiner B in Akbnr'a time, wan bounded on the north by 
the Delhi Gate f still standing), op the east by the gate 
iince rebuilt and called the Bnnspkad DartLaza (the western 
end of Naya Bnmr)\ on the south by the Diggi Dttfttut, 
demolished ip 1883 A. D., and cm the west by the Tripoli* 
Gate {still standing). 
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Thus after a lapse oi 330 years (1192-1572 A D,), during 
*hich Ajmer had gone into complete decay, it began to 
recover in Akbar's reign* 

Jahangir, alter he came to the throne in 1605 A.D„ built 
the Darilat fiagh, and erected pakces in it, which have since 
disappeared. In 1015 A D, he had the Vis!a. which he called 
Bil Tat, repaired. He is said to have built n paka? on the 
Viak Lake. The same year he broke the temple of Vnmhji at 
Puahknr, and built a residence for himself on the lake 
which still Stands, though in ruins, behind the Jodhpur Uhat, 
He added a small mosque to the Dargah, to which he 
presented a second deg (cauldron), the first one having been 
presented by Alt bar. 

Sir Thomas Roe, who was in Ajmer from 23rd December 
1615 to 1st December 161C A.D,, as the ambassador of King 
James 1. of England to the Court of Jahangir, gives a very poor 
description of Ajmer, In a letter dated the 17*h January 
1616, to Lord Carew. ho says r “ The king now resides in a 
ban* old city wherein is no house hut of mud, not so great as a 
cottage on Hounslow Heath, only himself hath one of atone. 
Bis Lords live in tents.” 1 

After Jahangir came Shah Jnhjin, who hnilt the brautiful 
bnruffariss (pavilions) standing on the Ann Sugar Lake in 
1037 A.D., repaired the present mausoleum over the tomb of 
the KhwB.ja.flnd built the Jama Mutjzd in the Dargnh, all in 
white marble. He also repaired and extended the city wall 

lu Aurangxebk time the Vial* Lake was destroyed 
during the war with Dare Shikoh, and the fortress of Ajmer 
Buffered great damage. 

1 Jooniftl fFikkiyc Vcl, 113, 
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Iii 1704 AD. Sayad Abdullah Khun built the Abdullah- 
pilra, consisting of a tomb for his wife, a garden and a tnu&cjue, 
with a high wall round them. His son, Rnasain Ali Kban, 
built* tomb to hi* father, Saved Abdqlfah Khan, in 1710 A.D., 
daring the reign of King Farrukh Snynr. The place wan i lsc d 
afterwards as a Government Jail, and later on as a xtrai. 

Ajmer now became a bone of contention, first between the 
Moghul Kings of Delhi and the Rahtura; and then between 
the Eivhtore and the M^rhattas, In 1760 A.D., Santooji, 
tho Marhatta Sabcd&r of Ajmer, Lid out a garden outside 
Mad nr Gate, called it the Chishti-Chuman 1 and presented 
it to the Dmrgah, He built a bazar called Santnpura near it, 
In l * 73 A.D. the Idgah, near the Government College, was 
built by Mina Chatua® Beg, wn of Audi! Beg, Sindhia's 
Suhedar of Ualwn, It is tHO yards long and 40 yards broad. 

In 1793 A.D, Siv&ji Nina became Goremoi' of Ajmer, 
and built the Jhalro on the Tsrsgarh hill called the “Nan* 
biihib kn Jh.n l ra (water reservoir). It waa be who designed 
and started the construction of the present Nay* Bazar; 
shops began to spring qp there in 1797 A.D, The street 
however, was not completed when Colonel Tod in December 
1819 A.D. passed through Ajmer, 1 

In 1803 A.D. Bala Ban In glia, the then Governor of 
Ajmer, demolished the Snntupura built by his predecessor 
Samnji, as it provided access to the city morehah (entreaefa- 
menta). He founded the village of Ralapura, near the Madar 
ttdl; strengthened the fiJHifieationg of Ajmer; repaired the 
city wall ; and dug a ditch round it. 

In 1818 A.D. Ajmer was ceded to the English, and Sir 
David Gchterlony and Colonel Nixon, on 28th July 1828, 

1 Nuw j| ]imi bom tmutfunriml into u mi. 

1 Tod 1 * Rajiatlitu, Ynl. t h 777 
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occupied the city, which was then at a very low ebb. With 
the advent of the English, bright days dawned on Ajmer, and 
with peace them has been continuous progrew. Once the 
capital of an Empire, Ajmer fell on evil days towards the 
tod of the twelfth century, but in the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, under the British Government, it began 
to regain its funner position of prosperity, and we now find 
the city as prosperous and populous as it had ever been 

The population of the city, which in 1818 A.D. was 
about 25,000 souls all told, has risen to 88,222 in 1911 A,D„ 
and might have gone up Ui a lakh had it dot been for the 
severe visitation of plague two years ago. The whole valley 
is filled up with buildings roads and gardens, education is 
spreading and trade is flourishing, The mil way has now 
linked Ajmer wit-h Hindustan on the e ist, Punjab uti the north, 
Bombay on the south, and Sindh on the west. 

Since 1816 the town has been greatly extended. The Nava 
Bazar was finished and the Agra Gate built about 1820. This 
baxar is now the finest street of Ajmer. The Moti Katin, 
so called after Moti Begum, was built about the sam e 
time. When founded it was called Noairgimj, after Genera! 
Ochterbny. on whom the title of Nssir-ud-daulu hud been 
conferred by the King ..f Delhi. 1 Mr. Cavendish (Oct. 1827 
—Oct, 1831 A D.) built the street outside Uadnr Gate, where 
the short-lived Santnpura once existed. It is named Caveu- 
diahpura, after the founder, and js now one of Lha principal 
streets of Ajmer. Tic also enlarged the city wul l neat the old 
Diggi Donvaaa, which extension was finished on 18th October 
1831. Mr. Edmunstene (1831-36 A,D.) extended the Dargnh 
Bazar and opened the Dhnn M mdi (grain narket). During 

1 Ttfl whi*h i* ilha- matt eocipiDEbimi thing in lbs D»rj$ili B ur 

wu LuL]l by Lilt Qt Ji*saL ll %‘mA tfLtr* qUI hy GoTDipupe^i w 3* it 

Btgh WnL. 
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the time of Mr. Maraaghten (July 1837—Frb, 1842 A.D.} 
and Colonel Dixon (1842-1857 A.D.) the Ana Sugar was 
adorned by a series of Ghats 1 and gardens on tho Puahkar 
toad. Colonel Dixon built. four reservoirs to supply the town 
with water, two outride the city wall—the Surajkund (in 
1854) outside Alndnr Gate and the Chandkund between the 
Delhi and the Agm Gates—and two inside the town, Nahar 
in the Nahar Mnhplta, and the Biggi (i Q 1833 ) & t the foot 
ol the iangarh hill Colonel Dixon also deepened and 
repaired the Jhulra far the use of the town. 


In 1836 A.Ih a school was opened by a missionary, but 
was abolished in 1840. In 1851 A.U a high school was 
opened in what is now known as the Blue Castle, near 
the city comping ground, On 17th February 1868. Colonel 
Keating, Agent Governor-General fur Rajputans, laid the 
foundation stone of the present Government College building, 
and the institution soon developed into an Arts College, and is 
tiow in a flourishing condition. 


Extension of the town towards the north, called theGuaj, 
was made. Owing to security of life and property rich and 
wealthy Mahajans from all pom n{ Rojp Utaria Wera 

attracted to Ajmer. Being offered protection, they settled 
there and built large Habits nr dwelling houses, the 
Chief of Which are the Pulisan ki Saveli and Beth 
Naraingh Dm ki Ravdi, m Chnwk FCadkou, Partab 
Malji hi Htiveli. Lodhon ki Savdi, and Saji Mohammad 
Kftan ki Saveli, which East was originally the house of one 
Mubarak MahaL 


1 There mn *Wul 30 glut* with Hurdon* ta th*s„ 

*£/“ Sigar oil tin- enuth. Tb. urim ,mporl*t,t !f t.l V01L) n !!^ ^ 

gjjut kariwn 11 thn Ram p'fn-nilji La gb*t tnjjJi [u mai A l> n i 

ilii.in i Lime. Tb, „h»l aa % inrai'.Z ? l 

fluMLfui-ted toil OiJi SantomW I a Hi A.D, by Kl.-luj! ciwid Kta’ 5 S 

shifts ,d ^ pufct,Dr ,s3 “ a d - *■>« i*ii™ t* K h« 
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Growth of the City of Ajmer 

Telegraphic communication between Ajmer and Agra 
and Deesa wad sanctioned in IHtiidii A.D, In June 1M4 
the wire was brought down to Ajmer, aud in September 
carried on to Deesa. 

A ilunici|wilitywas established in the city III 1869AD. In 
Mr. Saumtera* time a now court-house and jiul were bailt and 
a h oapitttl was opened in the Nay a Bazar. 

In 1 ST5 AD. the Mayo College was founded for the 
education of the sons of the Gblefr and Thakurs of 
Rojputamv With the advent of tho Railway, iu August 
1873, the population inerved, an-,I the town was extended 
towards (-be south by the Cummisabner, Mr, L 5< Sa mdera. 

This new extension, calJed Qaifler Ounj, is the must 
flourishing adjunct uf Ajmer. 

Railway offices have since been built, railway workshop 
established, and extensions uf the city farther smith, in tho 
shape of Xaraihgunjj Naranfi Bhemis and Juaesgwij, huve 
bLeu made. The Adhai-din-ka-Jh^npri. the Magazine, and 
the Barndaricsoo the Ana Sugar Luke have been repaired and 
restored. 

In 1888 A.D. the Victoria Jubilee Clock Tower opposite 
the Railway Station was built in honour of the Golden Jubilee 
of Her Majesty tbs Empress Victoria, and in I8&8 A.D. the 
Victoria General Hospital in honour of Her Majesty's 
Diamond Jubilee* 

In 1809-1901 AJ). the Trevor Town HeiII wns built 
to comTuemcratc the connect ion of Colonel G< II. Trevor 
with Ajmer, first as Cominissi^uier and then as Chief 
Commissioner of Ajmcr-Merwata* from 18tt7 to 1835 A.D 
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taragarm. 

— 


r J'HE celebrated fortress of Ajmer, famous in songoa Gark 
ficeili, bub wmmanly called Tara-girli, is one <-t the must 
renowned fortresses in cho East, and him played a prominent 
part in Indian history. 


JTmil0#—0(i rft BeetU is said to have been so cadis! 
from the fact that the garlt (fortress) was bqilt- on the fleotli 
hill According to Ghahar Chamnn Qhtirti'mnn l II , hdwtver, 
the fort was called Garh Bitlmli, alter Bithaldas Cor, the 
trusted general of Emperor Shah Jahrm, who repaired the forL 
during Ida Governorship of Ajmer from lfJ44 to 1050 A a D, 


Situation, —The furt covers an area of 80 acres, and is 
built ou the crest of a towering hdl 2 a is. r >-j feet above sea 
level I which, says Colonel Tod, " rires majestically from its 
base to the height of about cfrO JeeC, its crest an circled by 
the ancient walls and towers raised liv Ajnipsl/ Ta 


I A history wrtUeii iq Ujg ISOi niHuiy A.I>. 

■ Twi'i Rnj tvaOiaq, Yd. 1, fwgu 783. 

Of Lh& forttfi^iilIoQB g.riyiufl.lly buik by EHehIeu, qhjypr^pni ben.’ ^ nit 
tbf re rutdnio. They ar<J to im m»U utiW a {lftF*eI. at I hu bake* whore we fiuJ 
flare fqlLy.siyuiired aiid dre*9«d yodfca of anuJaron^ whirrs dluu Attain. 
n^Eirly unu^fifth. of tho ttdl’i vutira bright. 'J Uw Jiuparntrui-soj* U all 
of MuhlUBJDdaq tiqjfci, Mul gmiimllj con^Li of two milffgttDiifiai waJii, 
hliving bsftuj built iluiit 1*T liitc-L with mun.ir m«d b^uMum, i^im 

ilrcueii, oLliurs amirr-a-d. Tkr Hpaei* b'U ii I bun filkjtl up Uv hL> > 0 .-* of ait 
“bmpcii liod sizes tnmblfid in pofl-nHll from ahitvfl, oltoo wjjtbuaL miy uiurtar 
preparation wtuMovur. Thu rubblo w ik is thn fcia-i.l-work uf lliinla oj&mfiN 
ei lLiejj' of Liie iulik uJ -lL ir Mughali EmptmrR. of wkhrb lKinu- uotfotUimllv are 
mil tLi l■ galea ami paakttm, or vt the Lime of tfcm Haikur* ami Murluiuiil. 

II The vlfiw of itia fort is superb, wpwiaSly to ibo early mamina.*— {Juim'i 

FutfrUgUA fcii. 
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This hill, which overhangs L he city of Ajmer a nd commands 
it at every point, is the- north-east end of one of the ranges 
of the Arrtvalli Mountains, The waits of the battlements* 
where they have u ob been built on the edge of an Lnacces- 
si hie precipice, arc oomp-^ed o( huge blocks of stone cut and 
squared so ns to wake ci plain stone wall 20 Let thick, and as 
many Let high, strengthened by round towers built nt every 
declivity in the hill, except) on the promontory which juts ant 
of the main fortress to the south, and which is fortified by 
stronger hast bn a ot very abort distances. This promontory 
is the paints of the fortress most exposed to attack. The 
principal strength of the fortress lies in the ruggedness and 
acclivity of the hill upon which it is situated, and which, 
except on the south, is practically inaccessible. 

Bishop Heber says : "Above on the mountain top ia 
a very remarkable fortress called Taragarb, nearly two miles 
in circuit, but from its irregular s=hap€t and surface not 
capable uf containing more than 1 200 men. It fe, however, 
n magnificent place of arms in many respects Tho rock is 
in merits parts quite inaccessible. It has an abundant supply 
of good iVLitnr in nil se.^i.ns from tanks and cisterns cut in 
the live rock* There are bomb proofs to & vast extent, and 
store-houses like wells, where com* ghee, ot&, used to be kept* 
and with very little improve men fc from European skill, it 
might easily be made a second Gibraltar/ 1 1 

History. —The Bays that the first 

fort built on a hill in India was the fortress ofTnragarh. Built 
in the seventh century of the Christian cm, the Ajaimtru 
Doorg r as it was originally culled, maintained Its reputation 
for strength and strategic importance during all the 
political changes and upheavals this country has witnessed 

1 Efltar’t /earful, YoL II, 4S< 
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during the momentous period between the seventh and 
nineteenth centuries. 

The long sieges Taragnrh has sustained hear witness to its 
immense strength. The first attack on the fortress occur ret! in 
the eighth century of the Christian era, when the arms of 
Wdid triumphed simultaneously on the Ebro and the Indus, 
and the Muaadraan general penetrated into the heart, of Raj- 
ptjiana anil attacked Garh Iitetli 1 The second attack was* 
mudo by Sultan Mahmud Ghazrmvt in 1024 A.D., when he was 
wounded, and fading iu his nth mpt to take it he raised the 
siegi* and proceeded towards Nabanvalln. 4 

Gat A Ftcatli now enjoyed a repose of 170 years, and in the 
y,'ar 11'A-lJ, Emperor Frith viraj having t>eeri defeated on 
the fateful plains of Than esh war. Sultan Shahsbuddin Ghori 
cause to Ajmer and carried the citadel by assault,* The fort 
was retaken by Hariraj, the younger brother of Prith viraj. 
as soon as the Suit w turned his back on Ajmer, Qutbuddin 
re-took it 4 in 1105 A D., and for the first time a Mussulman 
mimed Sayad Hasan Moshedi was appointed its governor, 
Qutbuddin Aihnk, after his defeat the same year by Bhimdeva, 
rhe King of Gnjrat, fled to Ajmer and shut himself up in the 
Gnrh Beetli, The Mora and Rajputs invested the fort; the 
smgo 1 sted six months, and the fort had not been conquered 
tth- n re nforcemeats h iving arrived from Ghazni (Afghanis- 
ton I the siege was rai-od. 

The fort remained in the possession of the Miis-uilmans till 
the Sesodiijg, under Rno Riuinal of Marwar, attacked and 
t. iok possession of it some tim>' b- tween 13E7 and I40fl. A.D, 1 

* Tud'a ItOijrsiflthiiTij, VtA. rt. pjitfe 444. 

* Trct , i lUjmthin, Vol LI ^ page *4? r 

- HJsurr Indi*, Tnl. IV. puy^ 4 U 

1 R»Terty F * Tnbqm Xfcniri. p tg* fil# r 

1 TotTi Fsjjtuthftj., VliS Il t p*g B |<L 
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Ala-ud-din Khilji of Mandoo attacked it in 1455 A.D., 
and took it after the governor, Oajndhar Rai, was slain 
in his heroic defence of the fortress. 1 In 1505 AD. 
Kan war Prithviny of lie war took it by assault, slaying 
the Mussulman governor. 4 Bahadur Shah ofGujrat attacked 
it in J-”33 A. I), and tc"'.k it from the Scsodiaa, 0 In 1535, 
Kao M aid evaof Ifarwar seized it.* S her Shah Sur took tem¬ 
porary possesaion of it in 1535 E In 1555 A.D. Ffnji Khan, 
an officer of the Sur dynasty, seized it.* but in the following 
jenr AkWs general. Say,id Kasim Khan Neahapuri, took 
po9as«ion ofil without any resistance. 1 

During the rebellion of Aumngxeb, after the defeat of the 
Imperial arm ies near Dholpur, DnraStukoh threw himself into 
this fort and fortified it against attack. Annmgzeb laid siege 
to it and conquered it after a stormy fight b HJ59 A.D. 
The fortress remained in the possession or the Moghuls till 
li 2t) A.D,, in which year Maharaja Ajit Singh seized it* In 
July 1722 A_D. the fortress was in rested by the Imperial Army 
Tinder Maharaja Jai Singh of Jaipur, Haider Kali and 
Iradat Khan Bungaeh. Komviir Abhey Singh, Governor of 
Ajmer, marched out and left its defence to Amur Singh. 
It held out far four mouths, when Maharaja Jai Singh 
perauaded Ajit Singh "tosurrender Ajmer." Maharaja 
Abhai Singh of M arwar took possession of it after a siege 
in 1744 A.D. k and incorporated it with Marwnr, 

1 Brlg^a Ffrrluhfj, VdL J] f *23. 

1 Tcn 3 s ! liajftHth in, Vr>j. J, page G74. 

1 Bijjivy** Gujmt, pafo 371. 

* T.id'i EUjftitbui, V<?L II, 

1 mnu*y of India, YdL in, page 

* Etttoik Bill nty rjf India, Yn\ YJ t pn^, 2^ 

T YnI. V]. f page 22 . 

* Ibid, Veil. VIL page 24U. 

* B*j!irtitLrtu r Vat II, page G&, 

1# Ibid, paga EJj 
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During the reign of Maharaja Bijai Singh, the Marhatta 
general, Jai Appa, va» assassinated at Xngor, and Ajmer wab 
given in 1758 A,D. in uruxmdkaii (compensation for murder l 
to the Mwhaites. A her the battle of Laient in 17S7 A.fl, 
when Sindhia was defeated, the Hittliors under Rhimrnj 
aeii^ed Taragarh by a coup de imtiiid Sindhia aont another 
flruu to Raj put ana under General D._ Bnigne, who arrived 
at Ajmer on 15th August 1790, and at once completed 
the investment, but owing to the impregnable nature of 
the fort he was unable to take it So leaving 2,000 cavalry and 
a sufficient force of infantry he advanced to Herts," The 
garrison held out till, peace having been made, the fort was 
surrendered in 1791 A.T). 

In 1800 A.D, General Perron, who had Succeeded De 
Eoigne in the co mm a nd of Sindhia's regulars, sent Major 
Bourgiiion to capture Ajmer from L.ikw» Dndu, the Marietta 
general, who had rebelled against Sind hi a, Major Bourguien 
arrived at Ajmer early in December 1800, and endeavoured 
to aturm Trtragarh on the 8th, but was driven hack by the 
gams .ul He it, but to no purpose, and after five 

l f, ng months he gainer! possession of it by bribery on the 8th 
Hay 1801.* From that time till July 18]R it remained in 
the iXMsestian or Sindhia, when it was coded to tho 
British Government, The Hartiattn governor then evacuated 
it, and Colonel Nixon and Sir David Ochterlony took 
possession of it on 28th July 1818.* 

From 1818 to 1832 A,D. Tamgarh was occupied by a com¬ 
pany of Native Infantry, In 1832 Lord William Beutinck, 

1 C-omplim> Kbit, pen,; Military AdvtnlnrnrH ot Hijutuftlbn, piijjE 31. 

* Ibid, pigr So, 

* Compton’i European Military Adranturer* of Bird mine, pn^ -;g, 

* Rtjpatibn Gazetteer, Vtil, 11. pegH IS, 
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^GoveniOT-OeneruJ of Indin, visited the fart, and it was aoun 
alter djumaui]td.. 1 Since I fe&O A„l\ the place has been used ns 
a Btnakjinra fur the European troops at Na&irwhad, avcum- 
inudatinn [or whom wa* increased in 1373 A D, so as Id nlSo^v 
uf the residence ei 10U men. 

Hoads — itefi •ni the British occupation the only wav to 
ihe fort Llmji-gh the Inderkofc, which was steep, narrow 
iiBid diilkrulu Colonel T. IX Broughton, who came to Ajmer in 
Ibvd hiijh : H The access to ilits lurt k from the city* and m 
Curried fur inere than balf-w-mile over several a ami tor ruckyhilk 
Lilt it rciieEnj-s the in hid wall of the fortress* Some uj our people 
w Lm ohmined admission com pi lain ed l-1 Lbe road being so very 
eteep and rough that they were obliged Co climb with diffi¬ 
culty lor the greater part of the way/ 1 * Since the dis- 
mantling of the lorfc in 1 832 A.IX and ks conversion into a 
Sana tan um r the iicee-h has Leun made easy* and two got*] 
metalled rumE have been cunstnacted, one on the south face of 
the kills lor soldiers coming Irurn Ntkfiirabad, and the other 
through the Inderkut. Writing in A.I>, P Mr. 1L B + W* 
Garrick o! the Arabret>kgLcal Survey ol India, says : “ The 
ascent to the fort is gradual, and an excellent roadkr pedes¬ 
trians is provided ihe whole way/ P 4 

In addition to the two metalled rands there are two 
fontpalhe, one from the city past the Batla Fir and Lbe 
A itna Sahib ka Jhalra Lo the Mhidki Dti rmwi, and the other 
through the iChidii Burj at ihu head of the promontory to 
&mbftlpur. 

rcfrtificatious.— Passing through the Inderkot and 
the kt'tu htii and amba bni (plain turn well and mango well) 

1 itaj[jiiLum Uiuelh'i'r, VoL II, fnga (it. 

1 Luteis U nm the iS fcrhu lU Cnmp, pogu 

1 AmJiiuubaLLsa Bttmy B opjfb iur pnga St?. 
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we Rjicend by an admirable winding; path, and about midway 
we arrive at the Lufeshini Pol, the gate in the outermost 
line oi fortifications which extend to the surrounding hilb, 
TbiH gate stands on the ridge between the Tarugarb and the 
Ciiavut.da hills. and gives ape^ to the beautiful vat Icy called 
the Chashmo. It is this Pol about which the traditional 
couplet says :— 

5FRT 0T*TC ^5T F??| ^ PkkI fiwii l 
^ *TT3T IS 

TflA?rJCL\fiOir,—Between the Pol and the Ana Sugar Lake a 
humbl'd diousand earthuids ijt treasure He bunt'd, which may be 
ti*«rd in tames of iaimsiu stress. 

Pacing through the lakshmi Pol we come to tbe 
second line of fortifies dons, the entrance to which is by a 
much-broken gate now known as the pkuta dartmz'i 
(broken gate); Ascending by the winding road, near to 
the main gale of the fortress stands a small bastion and 
the remains of a wicket ikkitlk ii, which used to bo called 
gtigandi hi khidki, or the rubbish wicket A little further 
on is the main gate of the fortress, now called the bf*$a 
tfa-ruftisn (principal gate), said to have been called fateh 
darwoLza in Mnssalman times. Originally this was the only 
gate to the fort rose * a email postern or khidki having been 
afterwards opened in the ecn tra of the fourth bastion, counting 
eastwards from the principal gate. This gate is iu situated 
os to be easily made inaccessible. 

The remaining portals are to the north-west, and serve to 
guard the [tfisaage from the pin in* across the lowest hilb to 
the semi-circular road on the range above, which continues its 
southerly course to the fortifications thrown across the 
northern edge of a deep ravine on the west of Tamgarh, 
Thoee am named BhfivmTii Pot* If&tAi Poi and &Ttkf£ 

(the g&to of the cw%ii furtificalluu). 
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There arc 14 bastions in the wolluf the fortreasi Coyoting 
eastwards from the Btim JhmMisa, Lhe firnc three are the 
(r4t4^xt p Gu^orfi and FAiiftf ba&tions. The fourth is the 
Nahirehi k t. imrj t in which is the small postern which 
gives riii- n^reM access to the city- Thp fifth is the 
Cfcswm near the house built by Major Repto-n, Deputy 
Cowaiis^ioner about 1865 A. TV now belonging to a firm n-f 
Hindu banker^ The sixth is the Arpfirha Attn or the 
bastion commanding both sides of the ravine* Near it is the 
Janu Naik ha Burj p and next to it is the Pipli-UKda 
Burj. The ninth is the Ibrahim Shahid k& Burj, The 
tenth is the Dorui Burj , called Fiftnr the village Borai, 
situated opposite to it t^rfie miles away. The eleventh is the 
Bandra Burj (monkey bastion). The twelfth is the Imli 
fca Burj f so culled from a tamarind tree which used to 
flourish near it, Tho thirteenth k the Khidk i ka Burj, 
and the fourteenth is the Fateh Burj, near the principal 
gateway. 

It is, however, on the promontory that fortified basiionfl 
with cannon-* tends are to bo seen. The bastion at the 
head of the promontory is tho RhidHka Burj r The nett to 
the south of it m the Ffahrni Bakani SayadkiBurj, 
which is the most important of the throe bastions, It 
overtook^ a line of rugged rock=, amongst which are two 
small water reservoirs. The bzistion standing on the 
extremity of the promontory, the farthest of the outer 
works on the south, is called the ffiutem Burj i and 
overlooks the deep ravine by which runs the road leading 
to Nosirabad. 

These mined bastions alone remain to to ruind the visitor of 
the great deeds done and ratio wn won by warriors long since 
forgotten. Not* a piece ot metal now remains to show that 
at one time they held their beads high, armed with deadly 
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wu*kpana of war, defying attack, and went the abode td 
heroes who had conquered death, Now— 

*» There they aland a* *tnjids a lofty fiund,. 

Worn but mwtooplng to the b*«ur crowd. 

AVI tenanticHfl save to Lbe cmmiyiug wind, 

Or Imlding dark uuminuniosi with the cloud, M 

But, as Lord Eyrnn Bays: 

,f - there is a power 

And magi n in the mined butt lenient, 

For which the palace of the present hour, 

Must yield its* pomp,and wait till agt a are it* dower." 

WAter Supply — T " st-r- V, - t- ■ fh^rt are five Ti^irvoirt 
inside the fort and one outside it lTu latter, culled 
the ATana Sah *h ka Jhfilrn, ntsnr the Ntifcnrchi A'o if a was 
built by Sivaji Nam, Govern•>: ui' Ajnv r, m 1TD1 A.Lh There 
iflanother water reservoir within the frutrtse iieai this Burj 
called the Gd Jhalra (dxcukr tank), nb:i bn iU by Fong Sahib. 
Another jhalra of about the sumo sire m the Got JImlm, called 
Lbe lire j him Sharif la Jhil r*t t is ait-mi ted near t be bastion of 
that name. Near the Bayidt a Burj is another L rge reser¬ 
voir kept in good repair, Iil addition to these, there is the Ihida 
Jhdltfii the principal tank, perhaps of the mm# date ns the 
fortress, situated in the centre of the citadel* Of the four 
efthafrec^ that stood on the four corners of i.bis tank, 
ikint rmaim T h e rn nrble re mei i ns of i ^ -f fJjtm 1 i e i □ the 
enclosure round the shrine ofMimu Baynd Hasem, Unlike 
tba Musaal roans of the city, who immerse their fciWw in 
water, the Mussulmans of Tamgarh buiy then] in a winner of 
the JAufra in. Front of the jTi'Vri, in thn endo&uro c illod the 
iTarhata, Nesir this J7m£m were two reservoirs for ghee 
(clarified butter) and oil for the use of the besieged, BLahop 
Heber, who visited Ajmer in 1825 A-D- + describes them at 
store-houiea like wdto* where cum, ghec, etc., used to be 
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kept." 1 The reservoirs briv* since been filled up and now 
form a. level open apuee between the 1 -arrack IinoaL 

Population. —The permanent population of Tarugarh 

consists of the Ehadims of the Darguh of Minvn Say ml 
Husexn, about -40 fa mi Ik.- 500 ,-ouLfl, with the addition id 
summer of about- 1U0 men (with th^ir fallows) from the 
European troops ^atlantal at Nnsimb&d. There w a good 
Government l>Ak tSnpg.ij.-uv for travel 1 ora, dj well as a rest- 
house I.'ulongnrg to tht Rujptrtftfta.Malm Railway for the 
cise of ttaDffteerf, I u hurigafoiv for the use of the United 
Fr&c Chureh MissionaryThose and tho house built by 
Mtijor R'-pinn and the military barraefe ore the only houses 
built during the English oceopation of this fortress, The 
housuH of the Khndiim are ritu&isd t-j the north and north¬ 
west of the Dargak 

D aX gall Mitan Siiliib — 1 The Dargah stands on the 
high si point of the 1- -s Lr- .w, and 1.4 un oblong bull -ling Mirra 
kSaynd Huteirj KhuDgsawar, 1 Governor of the fortress, is said 
to have been ahiin un Unjab 17th. Ji 588(1303 A,U) during 
an attack on tii • fort by the Rajputs.* and wits interred 
dong with the other MuMaltnao* killed at the time, 

t or four and a half centuries no Dargah of Miran Say ad 
Husein existed in the fort, rui.J n . honour® appear to have 
betD paid to him. Abu.1 Fazal, the prime minister of Akbar, 
and author ul me edebrattid Ayern i A khan ami Akbamama t 
speaking of Akbar s visit to the shrine oFKhwajm Uuinnddia 
Cbishti Ht Ajmer in i h7G A^lA, says: 


^ *“■ ^ ^ ^ i-il ^uy 4 fit ^ B 

I s /r* & } k Jf jTji| 

jil rij .i i i + ay jj ^.v f ur jjji jf r y 


'H*W* JnUmnl, V*jL ir, pilgn 45. 

-nil fatlvr . NMCIB ir« SoynJ Aaglmr Quinn * a ,l fi lhl H .j«. 

-TJisa ctmI i* mu retKc-i Ul uziy 5»n ::;npomry jiuwr/. 
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^* ** o*-rf u u j JL, j' **» ss—i! 

*** ¥*' j'j J jt^-i tjjd c-*»y u/ ji-i,*!* 

^ jt*^ (•ij' |»^*j jjjH *Lrt- 

- ** iJJfc* 


Translation.—T he ne*t day he (the Emperor) wet- out to 
?i*w the fartraa of Ajmer, which is situated on the summit of 
a hiUi, and m ibat magnificent p]&eu paid his respects to Ssyad 
Husain Kb&ngsawur, who, according to the common report, is m 
descendant nl lasuti Zainol Ahdin, and nought lahamui (gift 
from & sacred pL&ce) there. But the furt i> T the Snynd wm 
one of tbo iervanta (j^) D f ShahaburidLn Ohori, ami at Lhe 
time when he coaquercd Hindus cub and returned, ho (Multan) 
left him {Say&d Huseiu Klmugsawar) m the He venue Collector 
} uf Ajmer. He diini there, and after a lapse af time, und 
owing to people doming tber^ Ln large numbers, became fnmuo^ ua a 
wint (^>} p hii lomb became n place of popular worship 


The access fr> the Dargnh is from the east, through a 
portal called the Dhol JJarwaza (drum gate). Facing 
this gate is the Boland Barwaza or the high gate, which is 
the principal entrance to the Dargah, This gate, which 
i e 64 feet high and 17 ieet Hide, was built of red sandstone 
by Ismail QaH Khan, 1 Subedar nl Ajmer, in H. 976 
(1569 A,U) during the time o( A'lclnr. This gate gives 
access to the outer court- of the Dargah, wherein to the 
right of the gateway is a tibari called the nakar kfiar ta* a 
Mahan chiratj, courtyard lamp to light the courtyard, and 
da]ups on the southern and northern eid^s of the courtyard 

1 TIlg Mluwliig linei A?t huianbcd ci * ii*un filed m tbit pqriiitru wall 
of lb# 4 nt i— 


ulaji tM j *-tU 

>£LU jjii 4$ 

}? J )f U*tf 

' —41^ ^ j* ^ aiJjA jfl 


y*& |Uih A^Al 

fell J[ jrfi Jl* 

AvS yx** iS 

UW wrd *>*/ ^ 

Ut ^ 
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to accommodate vhntura. A mu:l 1I door facing the Baland 
Bar warn leads to the inner courtyard r in which ie situated the 
mausoleum of Say ad Husain. Al the door of the mausoleum is 
the tomb (always kept covered with green cloth) of the Sayad a 
favourite Iior&e named Kkang, after whom the Say ad U called 
Khangaawan 

The maneoleum is a square building having iihitrm 
towards thesouth and wt-ib. The tibari to the south is partly 
of white marble* and was built, by Balarao Inglia in H, 
1222 (lb07-8 AD.); 1 that to the west, by Oucnanji 
Hao Sind hi a in fcL 1227-S9 (lbI2-I4 A.D,) B 

The tomb b lauds in the ceui.ro of tbi^ open square, and 
is surrounded by a marble screen (katera) about lour feat high. 
On the tomb is a cloth canopy. In the ftafera two or three 
pieces of looking-glitsa am crudely fixed in mortar. At the 
head of the tomb on the shuhida (a vertical piece of stone 
fixed ou tombs of persons killed in warfare) is placed a round 
turban. 

The chronogram ou the southern door uf the kaUm gives 
the date of its dnnatruotioa as 1310 A.D. The first con- 
struct ion in lime masonry built over the tomb was in 

1 Hi a EuUtiwiuy, ron«i ire laeunbcd on a. it one fixed ilk this tifrxri 1 — 
jij— x-CiA ^LIj y 

y> iif a u«ft v 

jj**—* t/ ijty j ** ^ 

*** J 1 — 


1 Tti 

j'j-^ * V j'jr-t {?“* j/* na^*- 

jLijj l | li yJT 1 '*f jtj * J « o o ft if 

LI gwvnbwl on • itoai ip * Wnll at the FfW-i, 

63 



Taragarh. 


161*1 A.D., by Aitbar E_h*:i. ah ts Miaul az Khun, ft Mughal 
officer of Akbar null Jahangir 1 

In tlie open sp in front of the northern entrance to tin 
Dargah are two iron cauldrons (deyi*} Lo cook food for the poor. 
These are much siLftlici tlinn thos--;- in 1 in- Dargah uf Ktiwais 
Muwuddin Chiihii. One r them wus presented by Emperor 
Juhanger and thy nlher Uv Mulla Mnl&rL Ot lhe three 
villages bestowed on the D ngiih for its maintenance (the 
average annual revenue of which i» K?, -1,357). two wore 
given by Ah bar and the third (/tore > by the Sindh to. 

The only oilier thing in connection with Minn Snyad 
Husain in Taragorh i- the Q-mj Sktikuieen (Tmnny of 
Martyrs), It is ft bid nil enclosure outside the Dargah, and is 
Ml "f small tombs, built over the Mussulmans shun by the 
Kftjputain 1202 AD,, when the garrison to the hist man was 
put to the sword.* The enclosure wall was built by Waxir 
Khun Krill tin, nn Amir of Jahangir in 1013 A.D. 

Between the Ph »>a gate in the outer line of fortifications 
and tins Rada or Fateh Daruwsa, near a bend in the road, 
lies a large boulder e ill d the Artlutr Siila (unsupported alab). 
It is (Artly whitewashed, and the Khadime of the Dargah of 
Miran Sahib &iy that during an attack, the Hindus who 
were in the fort, threw it by magic so us to fall otiMirnu Sahib, 
Lilt that the latter saw it coming, nod addressing it said: " If 

thou art come from thxl. Lull .m my head, if magic him sens 
thfle, stay here. Marks nf i ho Mirau Sahib's two fingers and 
the stick with which ho touched it, and of the place where it 
came m contact with hD hot.-.:, are still shown to pilgrims, 

i Six Yir*GA ars Lisi“ribcil (ML Urn vraUmH duor li( tljja {stem, th* Uft 
ol which— 

Uf tjl* ji Jij** pif |l a_ ji 

u i* j 1 £J; U «■ ^ 

(Win its Ah* u S. 13^ (llflO A,U.), 

* OunLtW j* A] mfer-MulfWM, piya 10, 



Tiffl^nrh, 


irch.cecloggy—Tin. re i - little left in TAiagMhtoinieiwt 
a student of jircbffir/ogy The names 1 t 1 e bastions and 
gates RTGullof THL<dsra date. Tht Daigah dates from the 
sixteenth eeniun . £iml n part of it lubbeeii built by the 

Hindus after the IjlII tin- M< glml Empire Except the 
sandstone basis of the eiroanwallcvti-ri -f ihn fortress, some 
of the outer for tiliem ions on tht adjoining hi Ur and the 
names of the gates in such fortified fans. and perhaps the 
Sam Jhair n nothing n w remrinB of the Hindu period 
except & pillared ft ton* chamber called the Aufe/jtr?^ or court, 
+l which" says Mr. Cfanick 1 lbs? Assistant Arci-hffiologieal 
Surveyor of India. 11 from its generally mne-sive construction 
and the heavy—dkpivpertkiimtely heavy—capital* of its 
supporting columns. mu*l faelr-pg Ua the Hindu period, and 

therefore is unique/ 1 

The chamber fa Ril.nnttr] to the cast of n range of 
barrack? utilised an h elrarcb, mid fa exposed to Full view 
from the wee urn verandah of the Dak Bungalow. The 
atone stab-floor of thin chamber which fa used an a reading 
room by Botdkm, is eonsideiably below the level of the church- 
room adjoiuiogit. It fa aflat-roofed compartment containing 
30 stone pillars en h 1:1 fref high. A general belief r-siste 
on Tara garb that it waa a frufr/iflrfl or court, It certainly 
loots na Lhungh the elnui b<-r was nri ■dually designed 
for a public building nf sonao kind, either a law court, 
assembly-room, or hospital. 

Colonel Tod writing on the 4th FMrcmber IS 18, says: "The 
reader will see as much nf this furTsvmrd fortress as T did: 
t . „ B the only temple visible was a tnodem-lookiog whit#- 
washed moftque lifting its dcti^ilLi)g minarets over the dingy 

1 ArrL^nkpiBAL Survey R-tpqrt for 1PS3-S4 P f-fcnc *2 
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Antique towers of the Chohan f he who seven times caplured 
the Sultan and bttcd r.iTDi s released .him, 11 1 

This far-famed foi tress has sustained so many assaults, 
w many sieges, and has been occupied by so many 
masters that the character of the fortress is now completely 
changed, and even before its final dismantlement, during the 
time of Lord William Bentinckp the place had lost much 
of the architectural interest usually attached to such 
places 

The ancient walls and towers raised by Ajjupn] an- hardly 
of any account now, But— 

11 There was a ci*y when they were yotmg and praud 
Banners on high, and battles passod bfdow; 

But they who fought are Id n bloody shroud. 

And Unifie which waved m ihrvdlefl** tlufit ore now, 

And the bleak battlements ■hail bfc&r no future blow 

1 TtHTi Rmjuthait, VoL I H jngv TfJ + 
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CHAPTER V, 


( -' 

ANA 5A0AR AND THE 

BARADARIES. 

*_- 

'THE most picturesque sight in Ajmer is the famous 
Ana S.i-sr. It is an artificial lake formed by throwing; 
up an embankment between two hillocks named Bnjrung 
Garh and Khnbni. Beltran, after the respective Hindu 
temple’ built on them. The trike was constructed by King 
Amoraja or Annji (about 1186-1150 A.D H ), tbe grandfather 
of the celebrated Prithvitaj Qbohan, “The Ann Sagur" says 
Mr. Caine, r ‘is one of the loveliest tanks in India,"! 

The lake when futL has n circumference of eight miles,* It 
lies hemmed in on all sides by hills, with the lofty Nagpahar as 
its background. 1l is,any* Ur.Fuhrer,"perhaps (he greatest 
of the various natural beauties that combine to make Ajmer 
one of the most remarkable of the eld native ci tie a of India." 11 

Its catchment area lists been diminished since the con¬ 
struction in 1891 A.D. of another reservoir near the hills of 
Ajnipnl. called Foy Sugar, after the engineer, Mr. Foy, who 
designed it. 

On the Houtheni side. Ana Sugar is fringed by ghats and 
gardens built meetly during the early days of British rule 
by wealthy Hindu r. sid* nts of Ajmer. On the hili near its 
weir stands the Residency, where the Honourable the Chief 

1 PidlnreHiU* radii, phgo 8& 

1 Tod’s Bajpatbiut, M l. pefie7$3. 

* Anili-KGilDtfisiiil SurvEj 1 Report tot 15CK2-K1, 

67 



Ana ntifl the bBradnries 


Commissioner of Ajmer-llerwara resides during hie stay in 
Ajmer* 

Ana Sugar supplied drinking water to the city of Ajmer 1 
before ft* csonatruetiort of the Toy Sagar K by two underground 
masonry channels* one passing through the city, and the 
other outside it to the Surajkund, near the railway station. 
14 Besides the beauty it adds to the vale of Ajmer, " says 
Colonel Tod, * it has a* source of interest in being the fountain 
of the Lnni River, which pursues its silent course until it 
unites with the eastern arm of the delta of the Indus. 
The point of outlet is ah the northern angle of Diiulat Bagh 
(garden of wealth ] built hy Jahangir. The writer i? tu-L 
unwholesome, and there are throe outlets Fit this fountain-head 
for the escape of the water fitting its periodical dfcitnde. 
The stream at its parent source is thence called the fittfjar- 
maiL* It takes e sweep northward hy Ehanwata Find Pisan- 
gan, and at tteviudgarh is joined by the Saraswati from Push- 
kar; when the united waters (at whoso sangam or oinfluence 
there is a small temple to the Manea) is called the LuuL” 3 

An inter® tin g aocoti ufc of Ana Sagar during a storm ol rain 
is given bv Sir Thomas Roe in his Journal under date the 20th 
August, 1616 A IX He says: "The 20th day and the night 
fell a storm of rain called the elephant* 4 tumal at going out ol 
the mins, but this was extraordinary, for there mn Eucb 
streams into the tank, whose head ui of atone, in show exceeding 

* "RiiJhnp fie: her jiayh: ,a Araa lup^Usti nbyn<l iWiJX fc of ffttrofTent 

nhsr to ihe citLZHus of Ajmrr, I* fall of fbh< Had ■hould, if thar-c were mnj 
boati, be on eieelScnt for wiling."—./era™?, Vd'L II. puge 49, 

* Ti m Rfema t.nk« Etfl rfw in the Ajaipit] Mill* Slid Ifl known M Urn 
Bamii Nmdi tHl it emptii* ita wtflri into the An* Sugar. 

i Tud r i Km] &H an, Vtd. I, peg* 7^3. 

* Thtrawt pxplftin* the name Hi dnrived fmtu the ehap* r*f the ntnndi 
it the time fit ihv tftflrm* Thu t*rlv Portuguese &p|n\rvr En Ii&te giv^n 
tbit ti»m« to tlao mUfttn ^hji'b tbrv djnaftll; ei|H*rlcDrad every ysirnpun th* 
flout in lb* bagtiaftilig of September, 
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strong, yet the water was si} grown that it broke through out? 
jjl fc i- tz, tmd there came an alurm and atiJdnn. fear that it 
would give war mA drown all that part of the town where I 
dwells i nsGujtjeh that Prince hditirram 1 aud all his women 
forsook Lb nit bouse; my next neighnour curried away his 
goods and Ids wife? cm hit. elephants and camels to fly to the 
hill-aide. All men had their h rsea ready at their doors to 
save their lives, so that we were much frighted and eat up 
till midnight, for that we had no help but to flee ourael ves and 
luae guuds, for it was reported that it would run higher than 
the top ol my hoime by three feet and carry all way, being 
pour muddy buildings; fourteen years before, a terrible 
experience having showed the violence, the bottom of the 
tank being level with our dwelling and the water extreme 
great and deep, bo that the top was much higher than my 
house, which stood at the bottom in the course of the water 
every ordinary rain, making such a current at my door that 
it mo not swifter in the arches of London Bridge,. and is for 
some hours imputable by horse or man, But God otherwise 
dbpused it in Hbs mercy. The king caused a sluice to be cut 
in the night to ease the water another way, yet Lbe very rajp 
had washed down a great part of the walk of my bouse and 
eo weakened it in diver? places that I feared the fall more 
than the flood* and was m moiled 3 with dirt and water that I 
could scarce Lie dry or safe, for that I must be enforced to bo 
at new charge in rejuinUiam Thus wens we every day 
afflicted: fire-?, smoke, floods, storms, best, dust, flics and no 
tcuiffcmte or quiet season/" 

The embankment huilt by Anaji is broad and massive 
and is faced with fetrone. Ib is 1,102 feet long. Nothing is 

1 Afterwards Emperor Sh*h Johan. 

3 SCoiie, Timi toe qnrW^miinri . — Baamt £4iJy m PtmtwLkm*, 

Here it turanv tenet! by muliutfuiig/* 
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known of the buildings which may h ive - in h! on it Iiofbr^i the 
sixteenth century- iL Th~ beauty ! tin:- L Aim hugai/ 
&ays Captain Cole! "mack it a ml v ■> .rite resort of tlit Mughal 
Emperors, and the valley Etacamc filled wit h their pi daces 
and gardens," L Koosselet says: 11 One of the most beautiful is 
Dau hit Bagh p or garden of biphndom , built by Jahangir in the 
sixteenth century.'" 

The Emperor J&hangir K with the eye of an artist, sit once 
saw the beauty of this ^pet and erected palaces, omn tinned as 
'yMahalnt^-Jahanyiri by contemporary historians of the 
Moghul period. These pilaoea are alluded tuby Sir Thomas 
Koo in his account of the dinner given to him by u Mughal 
noble named Jamal add in Hasan, aa well as In ihc entry in 
hia Journal under date the I9th June 1616 A.D., when he 
says that Jahangir removed b^s Court to Hafiz J annual^ and 
remained there from the 19th to the 23rd June, 


Sir Thomas Eoe roys: t+ He (Jamaluddin Bnsan) 
borrowed of the king his honee and garden nf pleasure* Oauz 
Jammal, a mile cut of the towu p to feast tne in. and invited 
me over night I promised to come. At- midnight he wont 
himself and carried his tents and all fumitmo, and fitted up a 
place by the tank-hide very handr-omoh, In the morning 
I Went He met me with much ciyl ifcy and carried me into 
hi* room prepared lor im: p where he had some company and a 
hundred servants attending two of his sons, ho having thirty. 
He showed me the king's closets and retiring r_n>jm?, which 
were painted & Id antique t and in some panes were pictures 

of the French kings and other Christian priscas/ 1 * 


1 Pre^ctTJlfcitjn of Ancreat MtUmmenlq Id Ila] pu Laia*. 

* IwiiLAutil iu N»ti * Pnnusi, 

* T1 “ fll,H!r Wl * Jiivm.nl evi Iraitly .far tl,r Wutifnl■ .mi 
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Of Jahangir's palaces* tho only remnant now standing 
is the masonry ruin by the si do of the road leading from 
ihe i mhitnkmQiit to the Q.dser Bugh, near where the 
surplus water of Ana Sagur emerges from under the road, 
and trickles down to the culvert at the northern entrance to 
the Djiolat Bagh. It was left to Shah Jahua t perhaps the 
gns l teat of the kings who adorned their countries with 
beautiful buildings, to erect a marble parapet on the embank¬ 
ment 1.240 feet lung, and to put up five Pavilions r [Baradaries) 
of polished marble, incomparable in elegance and beauty, and 
a ha mmam or Turkish hath, in 1037 AD. "These elegant 
marble Pavilions,, 1 ' says Captain Cole, the Curator of Ancient 
Monuments in India, “ command an incomparable view of the 
fcovpii, and the mountain is reflected os in a crystal mirror. 
The garden is of great extent and full of venerable trees. 111 

Of the five Pavilions the third from the south, the largest 
(4h feet long) and the most perfect, built after the model 
of the Diwmi-L-KJmfi in the Delhi Fort,, was allowed Lu 
stand intact, all the others being converted into offices 
and residences This two Pavilions jit 1 ho southern end 
(29 feet and £0 feet 0 inches bug respectively) were fitted up 
as a house for the Sttpennteucknt of Ajmer, when Ajmer 
passed from the bsiudhia to the English m July IBIS A,D. 
It was in this house that Cul Tud breakfasted with Mr. Wilder, 
the drat Superintendent ol Ajmer, on the 2ud December 
1819 AJX. and both discussed how best they chu Id promote the 
prosperity of Ajmer and Bhilwum. 3 And it was m thL* house 
that Bishop Ueber. when he came to Ajmer on the Tib 
February 18^5 A-D. p stopped with Mr* Mourn He says in his 
Journal: iJ Mr, Moore lives ia a small house fitted up out of a 

4 Prt-HTvftLian uf iudiuit Hurra incut* ia IlajfRUAnn. rp A bc*titifuL 

park lull ul tints u[«L Lnjt:fl. w — l?rnri' 4 tmli n, ptijjy 7S. 

1 Tud* Rapatbui, VuL I , 777- 
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aiimnicr humse created by Shah Jahan on the very IivfuI nf 
Ana Sugar, wit ii a ivflttT tea Ling against the boBOEuent ;' 1 

The fourth Fantlon (44 feet 6 in, long) was coT.verttd into 
a station reading-room and library* and subsequently used 
as the municipal office. The filth Pavilion was converted into 
a bungalow, where the Deputy Com miss inner of Ajmer, and 
later, the Civil Surgeon, generally resided. 

The fourth Pavilion was the first eo be rest--red to its 
original state* In 1802 A.D. the additions were rfemol* 
ished r the mmiidpal office was removed to da- sunth-eastem 
bastion of the magazine, and the Pavilion restored, at :i r 
of R_i. 1,2:14, The other Pavilions, the ilr*t, second and fifth, 
however, were not touched till His Excellency Lord Cur^on, 
during hia visit to Ajmer in IhSff AD. ? ordered the restora¬ 
tion «af the embankment and the buildings cm it to the state in 
which theiloghalshad left them. This has been done at a total 
cost of Ra. 40.062, The Cmumias i on or 'b house was demolish ed 
and the feist and second Pavilions were restored* Bui in 
the case of the fifth Pavilion, little of the original marble was 
found. The three arches fronting the lake alone remained,with 
corner wing pieces, which latter were removed ; and with the 
exception of the three arches(3l r -6 Tong)the whole of the sice 
haa been turfed. The position of this Pavilion, standing as ll 
did ut the water weir, shows that si large Pavilion had been 
originally erected here, and that it wag bodily removed from 
this place probably by the successors of the MoghaU, The 
only building in Ajmer of the style of these Pavilions is the 
marble Hindu temple in the Magazine on the third story 
adjoining the EKmih-western bastion. A comparison of tbi& 
construction with the Frtviiioni on the Ana Sugar irresistibly 
pomtu to the fact that m all probability this is the filth 


1 JnEiruah Vi it EL, pufcjn 4’J, 
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Pa til inn removed from the embankment to the Magazine and 
usvd as n Hindu temple, when the Mnrbmta governors took 
up their resideuce there* 

The Turkish bath, which fur bog wag used as the Com- 
missioner + a office, has been rii^matitled and the ground floor 
alone presom h d. It in to be hoped that cure will always be 
taken of th& old m\ “ veoemMe trees ** on the embankment* 
"beneath whose shades** Captain Cole supposes* though 
wrongly, that "the haughty Jahangir received the ambas¬ 
sador of an English sovereign,” 

There was at the head of the stairs Leading from the 
second to the third terrace, to the right as we ascend them, o 
pa face gurreunded by marble lattice work of the time of the 
Moghul^ where the Government Treasury was at onetime 
located. The building was afterwards dismantled, and now a 
diahutra alone remains to mark the site of the palace* 

Danlat Bagh was laid out by Jahangir as a royal pleasure 
garden, and wag in no sense a public garden. It was a 
walled enclosure constructed primarily for the use of the 
inmates of the harera. The walla were only demolished 
when the gardens were extended during ihe time of hli\ L. 
S. Sounders, Commissioner of Ajmer (I8T0-18B4 A+I)>). 

Thu square tank (50 feet by* SO feet) surrounded by a 
marble platform, in which fountains throw beautiful sprays 
of water from the centre and the comers, is of Jahangirs 
time, and is skill in a good state of preservation* 

The Emperor Jahangir relates in his Memoirs that it wag 
in Ajmer that rhe ntto of roses was fim man a facto red in 
India during his reign, ami that the invention woe due to 



Vual Sar, 


Though the embankment remains all round in a more or 
less mined state, as also the massive stairs on the eastern 
side, ll short distance from the water iveir, nothing is left 
■ f the temples and buildings to umrk thr ancient grandeur 
of the plan-, 1 Images were extant on the embankment 
dating the time of the Mariettas (1700-1 fllf* A D ). whioh 
sent forth jets when the water rose to their lips. 


The islands are hupekroly mined though marks of a 
reservoir and foundations of buildings on them remind 
the spectator that in ancient times the Vioal Sar was n 
beautiful take with island palaces ht, to adorn the capital ,,f 
on Emperor distinguished as much for let ters as for valour. * 
This splendid place appears to have been partly destroyed 
because of Lhe teu pies standing there, during the early 
Mohototrlnn invasions. Up to the time of Jahangir the place 
hud some pretensions to beauty, ns the Emperor in his 
memoirs {Turtle Jahangiri) says that while at Ajmer in 
1615 AJD„ he ordered repairs to be eieouted to the lake.* 


The English church now stands nq the south-wegt em¬ 
bankment cl the Jake, where once stood the temples of the 
sun-god* Jn Lhe north-east corner of the lake, on tha em¬ 
bankment, is an enclosure containing chhatr^es and ekabutras 
buil t over the remains of the anceatorsof the Os-itu l .Seths called 
tho Z/aria bari (uneed tors' enclusuroj. 

The Bide Lake is unfortunately too far guns to ruin to 
admit of restoration; but it uearnestly hoped that thi* relic of 


* ** **• wy«t seen m tl,* „j .. jtl 
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ancient days, emblematic of the moil glorious period of the 
history of Ajmer, when it wps the capital of the Hindu Empire 
iu India, may be protected from further as^iiilt^ of the railway, 
and preserved in a condition in winch jc existed when St. 
George's banner first began to float over the KangrtU at 
Ajmer. 








CHAPTER V1L 



jpRGM an antiquarian as well as ar* architccMind point 
of view, the in one of the 

most important building* iq India, General Cunningham 
says; "There m no building in India which either for his¬ 
torical interest or archaeological importance ij more worthy 
of preservation” Colonel Tod holds it to be 'one of the 
moat perfect as well as the mosG ancient tnonu mentis of 
Hindu archi tec Lure n 1 still preserved. 


In ita conception and execution,, this building was a fib 
monument of the reign of Emperor Yis&ldem. A a a work of 
art* it was an exquisite ornament of the Capital of his Empire. 
As ll specimen of Hindu sculpture, this college building marks 
the high water-mark of excellence attained in that art, "* For 
gorgeous prodigality of ornament beautiful richness of tracery, 
delicate ehnrpnee.'s of finish, laborious accuracy of workman¬ 
ship, endless variety of detail, all of which are duo to the 
Hindu masons, this building , ir ssya General Cunuingham, 
"may justly’ vie with the noblest buildings which the world 
baa yet produced" * 


"Nothing" say a Mr. FeiguBscm* ' can exceed the taste 
with which the Kufie and Tugra inscriptions are inter¬ 
woven with iba more purely architectural decorations, 
or in Lkn manner in which they give life and variety to the 

1 Antwdl tknd AntiqnilLPi r.f FLaj i ftkfcn, Yol, I p pugg 773, 

1 ArffltL4-n!,>viiQi3 Sum j of Indljt, YdL II p jmga £G&. 

* Biliary of Eutum nmi ladlm ArchitocUn p ji*p? fi n 
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whole without over interfering with the constructive hut^ of 
the design. Ae ex Ampler of surfoc* decoration, the Jhonpra 
and the Mo&que of Alia mash ut Delhi are probably un- 
rivalled. Nothing in Cairo or in Persia is so exquisite in 
detail, and nothing in Spain or Syria can approach, them 
for beauty of surface decoration, 11 


Dr. Fiihrer s&ys: "The whole of the exterior ii covered 
with ft network of tracery no finely and delicately wrought 
that it can only be compared to fine lace.* 1 


If ante,—The name Adbai-din-kfl'Jhanpra is not *n old 
OTlf ' It nowhere occurs in any histories] nr other writing. 
The building was in old days known only m a musjid, nod for 
centurirs this was the only mosque in AjmerK No mosque is 
anywhere known as a Jhonpm. The name Adhai.din-kft- 
Thocpra wns given to it, as fakirs began to assemble here in 
iha times of the Marhattas (latter half of the eighteenth 
p-ntury) to celebrate the «rj anniversary of the death of thair 
ieuder, Pnnjftba Shah, which lasted for two add-a*half day* 

HiitOffy.—Colonel Tod supposed that the building wu a 
Jclth temple which was converted into a mosque by the early 
MuBsalman invaders, while General Cunningham supposed 
that it was built in. twa-and-a-Ilftlf days, as its name implies, 
of the spoils of Hindu temples demolished by the bigotry of 
the conquerors. Both hypotheses are incorrect A close 
examination of Dhe material* used os well fls the general plan 
of the building clearly shows that it was neither n Jain 1 


* Areiiii?elQgiEAJ Survey Ropwt (N.-W.l . for I aft. 

1 la IW 1 - iv large while Mirble Impn W41 iliK'jvtwl ld the amine at 
MeirapnB la ib B wtsrUvmrd. Thi* confine the eharufavoi 

^smsss,, aasr. sasrtfft 
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temple, nor wm it built in two^md-a-half day* nf thr 
material!a of several tcmpfe. StcU ite mntemm into a 
cpyesque took save ml year*. 

It waft originally ope building. m the design easily trace- 
able plainly shown, and was used as a college-house It was 
built in the farm of a square 250 feet each side, with cloisters 
an ail the four sides enclosing a spacious court-yard, and four 
splendid sLiu-sbapon cloister taw ora of] the four corners, 
snrmoimted by magnificent] tfA hatreds. The building stood 
on a high terrace, and wa^ originally construnted against the 
■carped rook of the hill, having the Sarastrari Mavdir 
(temple of learning j on the we&teftt side, and entrances 
towards the eonth and cast* The interior consisted of a 
quadrangle £00 feet by 175 feet The college was built about 
1158 A. D. by Visiddefa, the fi rst Cbo ban Emperor of India. 1 
A comparison of this building with an almost similar one 
at Dhax, nlm converter! into u mraqua, and which li skill 
known as Rtijn iJ/rfjuV Pulkiflttila (school), would remove 
nil lingering dniibLH regard iiag i* - origin. The to wen. the 
exquisitely-designed fin ting and ornamental bands of the 
columns, and the wonderful cloisters in the shape of a 
quadrangle, which originally extended to 770 feut. and of 
which only 164 feet are now left, were destroyed by the 
ignorant bigotry and Fima ti alum of the Afghans of Gbor, 
who attacked Ajiner under Shah&baddin Obori in 1192 AJX 

They then began to & divert it into a mosque; the alteration 

consisted principally of the addition of the magnificent) screen* 

wall, consisting of seven* arches fronting the western ride, and 

the insertion in the book watt of the inevitable mdirah or 

arch inseparable from a unique, and the erection of a pulpit 

* 

1 Major HejUun, in * firEintel ffpiirt. nsj* itmi nirEioani ir> * Jjun iBsna^L&ry 
in AjtiHJr A'tftUn dj.rU iVlss building W« cxnnpliUpl nn ttvli TJtlj , Siiurab 

11*12 (1075 A.l>.j + tut tbiy fccuni i>- lino* n Up uaiat anywUnr*. 

*Tbn nnmiftr r*f n-.Uirnni ul ihu okl bull ill fit in with lliu m* of 

tho ircku, ftwl elewi» ihti** *!i-u n Old #ufl mhrnl it tiiw, 
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or mimbar near it. The imunitfah or mehmb in white 
marble was builfi in 1199 A.D. and tbr screen wad was added 
during the time of Sultan ShamBuddm Alt'vnm.-h, about 1213 
A.D. The c-rivers : --n was aimed on under the nianftgetn«nt 
nf different j. t-Jiyr, bh- names of Lwo uf wbum are recorded— 
Abnbakur, the son of Ahmed (1200 A.DA md Ahmed, son of 
Mohammad ihe A irk, Thus, tile work □! reoanfltniction or 
conversion lusted from before 1109 to 1213 A.R, n period of 
more than fifteen years. 

After the time nf Sh&flatiddra Altera ash, hr about eiz 
centimes rif>one appears ever to have taken imy notice of the 
Jkmpra. Thy dare dynasty disappeared ; L*%s> tthiljeej, 
Afghans, Se-Hlin^. Rathora, came and went ; Ajmer panned 
from the hands of one power to another, an i! happened to be 
paramoum in Upper India; the Moghuls cam\ A kl n r. Jn h ungir 
Shah Jabrin nml Atam-gz- b nil reigned in great splendour 
and disappeared; Rathon* and Alnrhatbaa then held temporary 
Hw ay and puated ft way. Th<: earliest histery nf the Slave 
Dynasty, thu Tttji&ihaa8ir t makes no mention "1 the bunding 
further that] that Sultan Shahabmldm Ghori duritj g his stay at. 
Ajmer, 'hle^ myed "lie pillaraand founSatinn^ of jdnl tomptea, 
and built in their Ftnad, mosques and school 1 Nor doo* Lite 
Tu 6jai-i-A«#-iV> of M in hi j-ifl-Si raj imkk- Mty mention^ it. 
The Akhamama, Tusak-i-Jhangiri, the B^id/flmhnhnem\a t 
the Alumgirnnma are Fill mlent about it Strangely enough^ 
Sir Thomas Roe, who lived in Ajmer during Jahangir B time 
for about a year (23rd December* 161x1, to l*t December, 1616 
AD,), dees not appear even to have known of its existence; 
Bernier gays nothing about it, and cv. . Colonel "Rmagfiwn + 
who mme to Ajmer in the train of D&nlat ftnn Siudhiaia 1^10 
AD- p and who describes thti Dargah. m&kii no mention nf it 
in his l+ Letters from the Martialta Camp. ,p 

1 EiliolV HLilury t>E \ml\* r Vet. 11, ptge 
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Id 1818 AP. Ajmer ^aj-std into the bands yi the British, 
nod in the fbtlowirag year, Colonel Janie a Tod visited it. 
At his hands the Jkonpra for the first time received ils 
due appreciation. BLahop Heber followed Tod in 1825 
A.D., and though he ho*i dt-gtcribr^J the Fart pf l&rngnrh. 
the D&rgah and the Ana Sagar, he has not a word to say 
about the Jhonprc t, General Cunningham, Director-General 
of Archeological Surrey inspected it in 1864 A.I> , and 
gave a detailed description of it in the report for that 
year. 

Daulpt R ao Sindhia was the first mler to take meaaures 
to protect this magnificent edifice by restoring the central 
dome and prohibiting the removal of atones* A slab waa 
fired to the left of the entrance gate of the Jhonpra for¬ 
bidding Hindu r and MuhainedanH, in the name of their 
respective religions, to remove stones 1 from this ancient build¬ 
ing, This slab inscription is dated Satan Sud 14th, 5, 1866 
(1800 A.Dj. People, however, continued their depredations 
up to the time of Lord Mayo, Xeglectnnd ill-treatment were 
now followed by solicitude and care, and repairs, though "not 
always rery happy/' were executed to the Jh&npr r i m 
1875-1378 A-D. P at a coat of Rb, 23 h 128, Restoration on 
more thoughtful lines was carried out in 1900-1903, at a coat 
tf Bs, 7 r 53S p under the supervision of Mr. A. L, P. Tucker, 
Commissi oner of Aimer-Merwara 

DeseriptiOlL—The mosque proper, which forms a part 
of the western side of the quadrangle, and which origimatly 
was the Temple of Learning, is 185 feet long by 57} feet broad, 
inclusive of the moreen wall, which ie 185 feet long, Ilf feet 
thick, and rises to a height of 56 feet, 

* W* find itcTiH, drmed mid wvhI, Irom ibii building \n *f mty 

ftiiuif Id tb Lodtrfcot 
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ThiH ricrocDwallj which Tod call, -* ***** ^eo'ot 
Saracenic ar^tocfcnre" hut which General Cmminghum 
*T?* t0 ^^wondiiotk.rsljyJcof art than the Saracenic 
^ * VCf "“W of seven amhea.1 The three 

, m ara hy three lines of writing, which 

1 r c " h " !her v tw ° banda Gf «** 

“7*' , lhe tW ° mnc ' ««• of writing aro Arabic andlbc 
outer line is square Tughn, or Kufic. The whole of the 

ornament = is boldly and deeply cut in a hard yellow limestone 
nnd akbmgh somewhat floured by the weather.it still’ 
reums all Us original sharpness of outline, "The central 

7 H : Cokne! T ‘ 3(T - " 13 «* that waw kind characteristic 

of what » termed the Saracenic, whether the term be applied 

5° tbe Alhwnbra of **■“ °r the mosque, of Delhi, and I am 
diep.i 9L Kl on close examination to pronounce it Hindn ” It 

“ . 3 incbe3 ' vid0 - Ti, « raining arches are all 

13-5i wide. 

Thro arches were not only constructed by Hindu masons 
but are of Hindi, origin. Some European arehawlogurt* smd 
students of architecture hare wrongly auppoBed that, the 
arch was unknown i,, Hindu architecture, The unten 
ability of this view must be clear to those who am 
acquainted with the remarkable achievements of the Hindus 
m geometry, conic sections, mechanic and sculpture. Ail 
bilging doubt, however, ha, h*ti removed by the discovery 
ne*T Mhpor (Sindh) in 1009 A.D., of the Buddhist Vihar 
of the eath century A D,, containing true arches, with 
keystones anil domes, during an excavation by Mr, Cmisens, 

Into Superintendent of tfaa Archeological Survey, Testa: 

Circle. " -3 

J ArehmtilojjfcBj Survty R.perfc, Vol. II, p fl g e 25*. .^I^k 

■ ’“T h * Of ttiO whnlo f*Md, of >h|{ 
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Colond Tod thinks that the early M uaaalman invade 
learnt the arfc of constructing arches from fche B inti us, 1 


On entering the mosque by the central arch we a#e a vast 
pillared hall 248 feet long by 40 Feet wide, cohered by a flat 
recessed roof* which is divided into nine octagonal comport- 
merits corresponding with the seven arches of the screen 

* Speaking o! Om min* et Anhalwari* Putin be *&ya : "About one 
hundred and fifty ™da from %hs Jain Towers of Time lUndi fchtoikfltetou 
m fe flf a noble gateway. Were wok Uke this nrigmb>»nt r0i« a* a 
i&eeimen of whal oity of Allhftl h.>ul lto£J!i, we might at on™ 
ft jgreftc problem in Architecture i fur it ti GfiG of the finest outUnos ■ <1 
wbfttU termed the Sftnwante ftrtt that I b vet ww; und lquIJ we pro™ 
jt to be Hindu in origin, wa might discover in it the prototype of 
those in the Alhambra, and ths wivtfw of the pointed stylo, deiiomu 
Dftdsd Oothi^ n *p«nd over Europe. If. originally, it farmed pan of 
the circUlnvftlLatiop railed by Yftcsrftj irk 7-ib A. £>., it wiiuld ^ nearly 
the period of the Afeunbfa, 4 *Ae td(fiu r r pflfr samtfrn«. r»i*H bj Huruim 
in the Kingdom of Granada ... L have elsewhere stilted that early 
£A tbs Eighth oentory, the mm* at Islam were boLh on the In J Us and ihu 
Ebro; but where did lb*? Arab le*m to turn thll urahT Not fram tho 
Yieiguth in Spain, ear from the arohitravod whticJts of tha nnciaul Greeks 
or Tertians ; not from Tfldmor m the dewt, nor from Pen^pojis j neither 
from HiuruL nor from EUletu Did they t hm invtmt sndvproftd Uow 
Enrope s or did they acquire the knowledge of it from the Eilpt or architect 
of I he Hindus who had their YitniTiai before Ramnliu Watt born I Of one 
thing we are ™***""*, that tMft arch ™ eroCted by a Hindu tuan, and 
thut it* ornament* ire pumly Hindu, and if the Arabians had anything to do 
with it, their merit WH* confined Ui ihe design, CftJl wo nsafiooublv QQmdv 
ivvu so much to probability! . . , The chamber of this ajrr : hi teeter* 

]& of a much barber date, being nearly that of the Ghonan dyru^tir« 
priding Ada. Whiuh of ter waids gnulmally SuttcW clown until it 
iitfliued the florid ^nabellLahinonte and effeminate though striking dis-- 
Unotiyni of the Mughal. The Vftriftd wawpthmft of the pointed Style m 
Europe aria much leii easy Ui discriminate than ihwrtB of the Lr.do^acn^mu, 
a term we maybe permitted to Ui*. ip order t<i diKtmguiah it from the 
■ample Bftjnwwdt u Found in the Western oooqeiits af the AEabiani, Who, 
a* they *od their cucccMory invinikbly -tefttroyal a vary edidue of robglou, 
Of converLod it to Lhe wnrthip of laLujn, hftV£ left* os no miiin^rif dtetenmn- 
\ttg what fnte purely Hindu. il f r« any artist, or any ourioUS unouirer to 
ltq to nncienl Delhii, and Iit-b i-.-r ft E*w month* bJuouj-L tbu UmMhftSla(.Lble 
mini of Lt* various dynutteft* lie would Ijeauabkd to -Jifltioguiah these with 
more ooflursny from the uashitcntunfl ol the t iiuba r ihnil lri>u> the pagerl ok 
Vho hijsUirifth, tiueh bafiiig itft oharimter m-vre idi?ft4 , i> duliuud thifl tho style! 
ahiuh we divide into liotbic, Byimptine or Tetiv&quft, Saracchia, fttid Saiuu» 
W* may, 1 think, qluim for Lhe Hindn* tbu invention of the Og™ uC con. 
incited 4 ruK, of which tbs pointed hofso-iiu» arch* ftl the Saraoeiiio is HO* 
Ins pdy termftd, ll a mndides tien, m till* ii tlitt oonamonest form of their 
U “Mihu nuptiftE Of triumphal arch. It ii at Jeatat far icioru proi*hle that 
Lh a w^lihy mid feUBUtific Hindu—w how ebvima to dseooVeri^ i □ the highest 
walks af ftStrOUOt&J, ll^kn T and a]i tbo sahtietina of mDlaphymuttl biro, are 
pU£»d upou ftd in itiipuLstL* foundation—ihoold be Lhe inventor, thum the 
rtrVJ^g Biduuin - f lae dEKtlL—TaJ'l Trarfl* Wi4ttm /wfu, page* 2WI 
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wall and the two corners of the cloisters. In this hull there 
are five row® of columns, of which one row is placed against 
the back walk Altogether there are 70 pillars now standing. 
These pillars have a greater height than those at the Kutub, 
and are more elegant in their sculpture aod general 
appearance than the converted mosques in Malwa and 
Ahinedabad. 1 

,s After confeHsing and admiring the taste” says Colonel Tod, 
"'of t he vandal architect, we passed under the arch to examine 
the more noble production of the Hindu. Its plan is simple 
and consonant with all the more ancient temples of the Jitina. 
It is an extensive saloon, the ceiling supported by a quadruple 
range of columns, those of the centre being surma noted by 
a range of vaulted coverings; while the lateral portion, which 
an fiat, is divided into compartments. But the columns are 
most worthy of attention* They ore unique in design t and 
with the except ion of cave temples, probably among the oldest 
now existing in India On. examining them, ideas entirely 
novel, even in Hindu art, are developed. Like all these 
portions of Hindu architecture, their ornaments are very com¬ 
plex, and the observer will mb Ml to be a truck wit h their dis¬ 
similarity, it woe evidently a rule in the art to make the orna¬ 
ments of every part unlike the other, and w hich I have seen 
carried to great extent, There may be forty columns, but no 
two are alike. The ornaments of the base are peculiar both 
os to form and execution; the lozenges, with the rich tracery 
surmounting them, might be transferred, not inappropriately, 
to the Gothic Cathedrals* of Europe. The projections from 
various ports of the shaft (which on a small scale may be 
compared to the corresponding projections of the columns ia 
the Dv&tn& at Mika), with the small niches still containing 

s GtpUini E, H. Cuki Frsstnndioa of K*Uon*l Idobamsafei la 

RijjratfcEi (SBSl}. 
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the statues, though occasionally mutilated, of the Pontiffs of 
Lhe Jains, give them a character which strong then s the cj -eii- 
parieon, and which would he yeti more apparent, if w eon Id 
afford to engrave the details. The elegant Crfvft acumpa ( 1I10 
emblem of the Hindu Ceres, with its pendant palmyra 
branches, m here lost, as are ninny emblematical nmaments, 
curious in design and elegant in their execution. Here and 
there occurs a richly-tarred corbeillc, which still further sue- 
tains the analogy between the two systems of archie ctorb; 
and the capitals an* at once strong and delicate. The central 
vault, which is the largest, is constructed after the *aMe fashion 
as that described at Nadole; but the concentric anuiil'-t.y, 
which in that are plain, in this are one blaze of ornament!?, 
which with the whole of the ceiling k tun ekbnmte and 
complicated for description/' 1 

The Jho npra is the curliest specimen of a converted 
mosque having mazzina (bower* far calling tho tturaalmana to 
prayer), placed in the shop of two small mmare on the 
top of the central arch in the screen wall In the Kuttib 
Hosque at Delhi, the Muazme tower is a --■psLtMt-- building 
(the famous lofty Kutub Minar), uf those in the two mosques 
at Ghazni, which hod only one miner each. In the Delhi 
masque, the screen wall being only S feel t hick, no mivar could 
be placed on it, but in the Jhonprfi, with its massive screen 
wall 1 Ik feet thick, the architect found it possible to erect two 
minnra 10^ feet in diameter. These inmars arc in a ruined 
state now—"crumpled nwuy to mere stumps” as Mr. Caine 1 
unys; but what remain shows that they were sloping hollow 
towers with 24 faces or Hut^s alternately right-angular and 
semi-circular, just like those of the celebrated Kutub Umar at 
Delhi; and like their prototype they were divided into separate 

1 AnmiSa And AntEquitk* *1 Rujwitb&Wi, Vd. p<^£ 7ftj, 
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s!J W 0B or "torevfl by bonbon tut belts of writing, of which two 
btlta of the northern Tnirmr still remain partly legible. Of 
the southern minor only one storey is left, while the northern 
hrto two; and a pud of the horizontal belt of writing, sepnrat- 
ng the Jioconrl from the third storey, containing the name 
of Sultan Altemmh with his titles, it lying in the open 
courtyard* 

Inscriptions, —The Adhii-din-ht-.Tl^pm is rich in 
inscriptions. While all of them arc of importance, n f flW of 
tht-rn found Wed in the court-yard in 1*75-0 A-D. are of 
exceptional interest to the liUtorian m well us to the student 
->f Sanskrit literature. These, and the two small inscription* 
which refer to the con struct ion of the original building, but 
being fixed in an out-of-the-way place Jong escaped 
observation, are in the Sanskrit lirngnnga 

The two small inscriptions are placed on the lint els of the 
small stair-cases by the back will of the cloistered Lull 
lending from the roof of tbs hnll totbotopof the Itmungah 
Mch mb of white marble. The one in the northern stairen-o is 
fading fast, while the ether one i» in good condition, and 
wfkerartwersffviwhich means: “This 
building was constructed by the iUnatriouB King Vigraharaj.” 

The other one simply says, " mode by the illustrious King 
Vigruharnj." 

The inscriptions recovered in 1*75-1} A.D, consist of sis 
tablet* of polished basalt. inscribed in Dcvjmagri of the 
twelfth century A.D,, and art more or loss in fragments, Four 
of these tablets contain fragments of two old plays in Sanskrit 
and Prakrit, hitherto unknown. On slabs one and two are eo- 
graved parianfiheplay called the Lolita rignhamju Nata&a. 

"The lovely pby of Vigmhnmj," composed by the learned poet 
Somadevti, in honour of the Emperor Vigmbaiaj of Ajmer 

7 ? 
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Dr. Kdlhorii, who hma edited these inscriptions in the Indian 
Antiquary, YoL XX, page 201, says : 11 The two tablets (I and 
II) contain large portions of the Lolita- \ igrafotmija Nalak&. r 
composed evidently in honour of the King Vigrahanyadeva 
of Sakambbarij by Lhe Mabukavi, the learned Somfldem It 
opens with a conversation between Sasiprabha and the king 
(Vigrahanija), from which we may cone hide that the king was 
in love with Desnldevi, a daughter of Prince Ynsantapala 1 
(who resided m Indmptirjv The two lovers, one of whom 
apparently has seen the other in a dream, beiug separated, 
Sadpnibha, a confidant of the lady, is sent to ascertain the 
king's feelings, and having attained her purpose, she is about 
to depart to gladden her friend with her tidings, when the 
king confesses that he can nut boar to part with Sasiprabha, 
and proposes to send Kalyanavati to the princess Instead. 
Accordingly, Kn-lyanavati is despatched with a love-message, 
in which the king informs the lady that his march against 
the King of the Tnrnahkas, a battle with whom appears to be 
impending, will soon give him tin 'opportunity uf joining hc-r. 
Suitable preparations having been made for making Sasi- 
prublm 1 s stay with the king comfortably the latter goes to 
attend to his mid-day ceremonies. Thus ends the third 
act. 


At the opening of the fourth act two Tamshka prisoners 
appear on the scene, which represents the camp of the king 
(Vigraharaja) of Sakambhari, or a place close to it, in scarab 
of the roysd residence. In their perplexity they luckily meet 
with a countryman, a (spy, sent to the camp by the Tuncshka, 
King. This man tells them how he has managed to enter the 
enemy's camp in the guise of a beggar! together with a crowd 
of people who went to see the god (!) Soruesvara, He also 


l ^ J Itjjijwoi no print® who livwi i0 ths IWclfth Mutflty 

A,D.. bat lk>« buns IqekiM if it mi At heloog too*jof Ae Tam*r*l«ii«W 
of LloUn.’ — J3f. Kd. JAi ptf* ««■ 
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mfcrms them that the army of the Cbahumam tVigraharaju) 
consist of a thousand elephants, a hundred thousand horses, 
0 ud a million of men; in feet, that by the side of it the ocean 
would appear dry, And having pointed out the kiDg'a resi¬ 
dence he departs. The two prisoners take their places near 
tho royal quarters ; they meet with the king, who is thinking 
of hb beloved, address him tin verses which unfortunately are 
greatly damaged in the text), and ore sent away richly 
revmrded, 

m 

Yigr&htimja now expresses his surprise that his own spy, 
whom he has sent to the camp of the Hammirn* has not 
rot limed yet. But just then the spy comes back and informs 
hb master of what ho has been able to learn regarding the 
enemy's forces and his movements. According Id his account, 
the ILimmim's army consists of countless elephants, chariots, 
horses and men, and his camp is well provided. On the pre¬ 
vious day it was three yojajtfis distant from Vavveran, the 
place where Vigrnharaja then is, but it is now located at a dis¬ 
tance of only one yfjjcttia. There is also a rumour that ihe 
Ham mini, having prepared his forces for battle, is about to 
send a messenger ta the king. 

The spy having been dismissed, Yigrulmraja scuds lor 
hb maternal uncle the Raja Simhabala, and having ex¬ 
plained the state of affairs, consults with him and his chief 
minister, Sridhstm, as to what should be done. The cautious 
minister advises nut to risk a battle with the powerful ndver- 
saiy. But the king intimating that it is his duty to protect 
his friend?, is too proud to enter upon peaceful negotiation!!, 
and is encouraged by Simhabnk to act according to his own 
views. While they arc still consulting, the arrival of tbe 
Hammim'a messenger is announced. The stranger is admitted 


1 H&TVilLTititsL-ii form of Auair h 
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iut-j the rovd presence, expresses his wonder at the splend¬ 
or and the signs of power which surround the king, is 
struck with V gr.ihamjn'a own appearance, and cannot con¬ 
ceal fmm himself that the task entrusted to him will be a, 
difficult otto to perform. 

Here the inscription ends, "It mny be assumed “ says 
Dr. Keilhorn, “that Tigraharuju und the Hainmira on the 
present occasion did not fight, and that the king even¬ 
tually was united with his lady love?. Frotn the Delhi 
Siwfllik Pillar inscription we know that in reality Vistildeva- 
Vigmhamj.i repeatedly and fluccesafnlly made war nguinat 
the Mohauiedau invaders," and finally drove them out of 
Hindustan. 

Slabs three and four contain portions of & phy by 
V igmharaju himself in honour of Siva, called ffamkeli Natulca, 
or the pLiy of Ham (Siva). The play is portly in imitation of 
Bharavis Rimiarjiiniya. Then follows the pruide of the 
Emperor by Siva for the play. The date of tho pkv as given 
in l.he inscription corresponds to Sunday, Lhe 22nd November, 
1153 A D. 

These inscriptions were engraved by Bhaakar, son 
nf Malii[KiLi taul grandson of Govindn (a favourite of King 
Bhoj), belonging to a family of Hun chiefs. 

The fifth slab has engraved on it the beginning of a 
poem, the name of which is nut given. It contains the 
Stilti, invocation to nud praises of various-tfcuMa (gods), and 
finally comes Lo Siiryn, from whom, says the poem, the 
Chuhans are descended, The remaining portions appear 
to have been engraved on other atones, which undoubtedly 
still lie buried in the debris of the Jl\onj*T(t t This inscrip¬ 
tion ia in pure Sanskrit language. 

so 
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Fhe yiith slab, or rather the few pieces of fehis Aah that 
have been found, show ibaL it was ft Prasustfi concerning 
the Ohohan Kings of Ajmer. The avaihhl.. pic ecu have 
been put together by Pandit Ganri 5hanker pjhA, Superin* 
teiident ol the fiAjpiiLaim Museum, Ajmer, The inscription 
mentions that " Ajmer wie? made for hie residence by King 
AjaidevEk that he conquered Narmnm (King of Malwa) 
on the border of Av&nli (Ujjftin), and that after giving hia 
throne to his son* he became a and toot up his 

abode in the forest of the sacred PuabkELr, It j* further 
stated that his son adorned the land of Ajmer with the 
blood of Turushkaa, as a woman whose husband returns alive 
and victorious from war adorns herself in clothes of red 
kusitnbh colour. It is also stated that the warriors of this 
king captured the elephants of the King of Alulwa. The 
nrtitie Kumar Pal is also found engraved on one of the pieces, 
but. for want of the next connected piece nothing further can 
be made out of thi* name. 

These inscriptions nro of clis greatest importance to the 
historian p and it is hoped that Government wil l see their way, 
to taking in hand regular oxenvations in the Jhoi}pra f with 
a view to recover, if possible, the remaining portimia ot these 
important inscriptions. 

These KhEcoptions serve a threefold purpose. Firstly, they 
show that Vigraharaj (Yisaldevu) fought against the invaders 
of India from the north* was t, and thus support* the Delhi 
Siwalik inscription of the same monarch, and tends to show 
that the event took place about IlaB ATI or scon after it* 
Secondly, they show that Visaldeva was not only a great 
king but was a great scholar and poet, and was a patron 
of learning 11 Actual and undoubted proof b here afforded/' 
says Dr. Kailhom, 11 to us of Lhe fact that powerful Hindi 

H 
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rulers oi the part were eager to compete with Kalidasa Mid 
Ehavabhiiti for poetical fame. 111 

Thirdly, the iuseripthiuH help m in fixing the daft* of the 
building, which would bo mm& time before i Ino A.D.; md t if 
wc re me ml- r the d« sign of and similar inscriptions in the 
famous Fulhahda nf Rboj, which was evidently the prototype 
of the Ad/uri-also in shilling that the 
buildsog w l 3 originally a college building. 


Another inscription in Nagri character* but in the Hindi 
language is *0 he f und on fhe marble pillar of the northern 
balcony in the entrance gdt , which n cords the visit of one 
Dharma, mason of Bo-mdi, in SumWt 1462 (1405 A.D,), 
during the reign in Ajmer of Rana MokaL The inscription 
rimplj sayfft “SainW. 1402 Var^he Jcth bad 8 Sutmdhnr 
Dharroa Boon dike" Sam vat year IiG 2, Jetb Bad Bfch, 
mason Dharma el Booudi). 1 

All tbs remaining inscriptions arc in Arabic, and in away 
record the history of the building after it came inLo the hands 
of Shahabuddin Ohuri and his successors, The rariie-it Arabic 
inscription is on the Tmamgah, or the arch built. **f white 
marble in the back wall nf the JftQnpra, beside which stands 
the mimhor I or an elevated stnail fur the speaker. This in* 

t Dr. ^CoitfauFti othln iB Aud It the itrsqp *fqfc>ftudna elf fortune 
ihll the ilrmo* en whluh A mpd Arthur, wite h^% of lu»Hug re- 

parted ] r PltfirmlnliLril Du* 1 • i r'imr nm iTtlnwhkql, MuiifcdinnjLHi and 
eoptmvrcfl a! 1 1J1* Land between lIjl- Vindhya in li the luade kn^^u 

to bi ■ pecFpl* tivn ji^jHunth nf hi- nines, ifruitd hire ihi-n usurt M OomniM 
ha I li.l i rijz mait-rhl U b** i -w i.J tlnjtiB t ir ii*nfcnM_—fndtnn jlnfl- 

r/uurjr, VtjJ XX* f*. m. 

1 yc’Qj this irrtindpiiiin am rc/tnfod in mdi? Nasri, rtiwarsmentS of 
the /ioapnv, Hath t Ti d hat.li 167. 11 Thu 1 - <a aunjlr-r* " ttyi 'rsnarml 

tJlumin^Uacn, ^^iiriuuilh BtiiTfjfeKiraie my mva-uj ymairU,, ftif Ad 17 - : 

fw-t. <IF leij'i tSun on^qwLrtcTpf an inc’h 4 El!f.ireni from my 
br*A 11 h ri-F this twain -i.fr r TU»*- twn ilira»itii!iinfl twethfr gfirH an awn go 
length < if MM'Lh 9 Siidi™ f#tr Ih«t rrLrl h*tth QT dttb&i 3 AjtnfT l -m inclined 
t O Ctftribe-til^ encdiurumtiuLi to a niiiijn U&Clfll DUaium Ai*xA^>kjri<*f 
Bunry Jtqpwt ¥ Vul, lL a im^t 2$fl + 
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scriptioa with a ver-e from the Karan, ami en<h with 

the date of the construction. It is na fallow*: — 

n But he noly shall vhii the ta 8 rpl &4 of Qrd who bdiDTA in 
God and the L«*t day, and in con»taut ut jir^yer, and pays the 
Jfgai ultnr), unrj friirs God nil me These pifbiptc may become of 
thy number oi Li.. -■ who ure rightly h- .;t - .1 Bo ytr rtxkon the 
giving id drink to the pilgrimh n r. -1 the vMtitig the holy tumbles to 
pa actions -La meritonociA u* those perfomiiG by him who bdlemh 
in Lrod anti tho Iflflt ‘fiy, u;ij fighter"] for she rmligfan of God? 
riiey aboil not bo hi-Sd * quid with 1 hid ; far G d din ctetli not the 
unrighteous pci ml-' IfrrcKttl ho I lit- Slat JamiLdt-ul-Aklj.tt' H. 
ABB 1 ' (llflB A.R) 


A tradition (Audi*) i» also itiaciibed round the arch which 
aaya: 

N Tli? prophet ha^ w*]d! tint hn^te should hr to fide for prayers 
before they nre mi»uvi, and for toba (repent an w) before death 
a offlei" 


A li lie removed frem the above itigrription in the buck 
wall of the i/Aonpnip and immediately under the roof 
of Lhe arcond dome fr in the centre toward* the north* 
there h annfch r roacripti n in two Iht* In KWi ehnr Letm, 
which tnnshferi means: "(This was bail Guilder the man*g*- 
rnent (Durngni) of Abubaknr, the son f Ahmad, entitled 
Jamal-iil-Frirjl t, in the tnoothof Zilhijah &M H (September 
1200 A-D* Salih and Maugsar S. 1257). 

Of the tkref! belts of writing that sitmaund the central 
arch nud the twn beddo it of tb slt eon, the two inner ones are 
Arabic and the enter one pquitiu Tnghrn -r Kufik The Kutik 
howi'vvf, go in straight ]rne j on the two Hides of the 
arehes, but do not go round the arch prnper. The enter of 
the two Arabic lima round the centra! arch c- nLaine the 
ftiime verae fro eh the Koran jcm is inscribed on the marble 
Imamgah above describetL The inaermont line is oi great 
hifltoricml importance, ami stiowa that the screen wa§ 

It 
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built during the reign nf Sul inn Sbam^uddb Altaumdi 
(12UM23G A.D.). It says: 

™Thb building wu ordered to bo built by the Ring of the 
World, th*’ jTQit> the magnificent : the King, the great, superior 
Lord of the headn of the people, chief of the King of Arabia and 
Perda; he it the (shadow of God in this world, the sun of the 
ffrith and the world. The defender (one who attends la the 
campUintn) of lalun and M«dmmetiiuis j the crown nf the nobles 
and the king-, the extirpator ol tho unlink vers and the 
oub ; over ready to clear off iho darkness of unbelief and the 
idolaters* the supporter of lakm* the mighty Government and 
the crown of the bright religion* master of Jiind and water, the 
King of the Eastern Continent . LI raven kelps him ; victorious 
orfir his ^nernir^ ; his title Abnl Mumifhr Altamirnh Sultan, th* 
riyfit hand of the Caliph of God, the ally of the chief of Muhfc- 
tnodjui*, he ri tiublimft in every thing, and emy cmmicnl fr tin* 
proof nf hl« greatnefifl Lb furthcoming. This ill written on the 
20th of Rabiul-Akhir - J* 

The stone bearing the year hag been lost, presumably 
during the repairs of 1S75-TS ATX 

Round the two side rurches nre inscribed the following 
verses from the Koran in two lines*. On the northern arch 

" Verily we have granted thee a manifest victory* that God 
may forgive thee thy precodirig and tby subsequent sin* and may 
complete his favor on thee and difoct thee in thfl right way ■ and 
that God may nmiiht thee with a glorious assistance. It is fie who 
sendeth down -ecure ttunqmJKtp info the hearts of the true be- 
liBve-r", that they increase in faith beyond their former faith: (the 
Was of hoii' fn Find earth are God 7 s; and God is knowing and 
whe): Shut hi 1 may load the true believers of both sexes into 
garden* beneath whirls rivm flow, to dwell therein forever; and 
may remove their evil de^'Js from them : (this will be great felicity 
with God) : and that Lie m iy pun^h tbs hypocritical men and 
women ami the idoL&torn and idolatrous*^ who conceive iwi ill 
opinion of God. They ahall r tperieneo t§ term of evil fonune; and. 
God shall be angry with them and curse thorn, and Hu* prupnrert 
boll for them ; an ill journey ahall it be lhith«r, aj 

And— 

11 Praise be unto him who transported hi* servant by mghl 
from I bo sacred ternplo of Mecca to the farther temple of Jerusa¬ 
lem, this circuit of which we have blessed, that we might show 
him some of oar signs ; for God i* be who heareth md weth, md 
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wa gav* unto Muses the book of the laand appointed the same 
to be n direction unto the child ran oi Israel, column nding thr>m + 
nayicjg, J Lake not any other patron besides me/ 0 posterity of 
those whom we carriod in Lim jli'U with Noah ■ verily he was a 
grateful servant rind was expressly declared unto the children of 
Israel in the hook of the lmw t ^png, ye will surely commit evil in 
the earth twice* ^nd y> ^U'l b« dated with gr^at insolence.'* 

Round :he son them arch are inscribed the folk wing 
versea: 

11 Blessed he bn who has pkced the twelve feigns in the heaven* 
and has placed I herein a lamp by day and the moon w hich chines by 
night Tt ns ho whu has oniuDpd tints and the day to succeed 
each other for the observation of him who will t- Holder or desires 
to show hh gmUlude. The servants of the merciful ate those 
who walk meekly on ibe earth; mid when the ignorant spenfc unia 
tlir-iTip anfewerp Prate and who pms^ the hight iidoring their Lord 
and standing up tu pray un<:o him : and who HJty, * O Lund ert 
from us the torment uf bell, for the toiiuent LlLcrc-of ia jvrpctuiJ . ’ 
verily i I ho wine is a mi^ : ruble abode, and a wretched station ' 

And— 

M H we had sent down The Koran on a mountain thou wouldit 
certainly have the* imr humble IfieU^ and cleave asunder for 
fear of God, The similitudes do we propejie unto men that they 
may otmtsider, Ha bi Gf*i beside whom there in no God ; who 
ktiQweth that which ife future mid that which i* present ; is* 
the most mprm'ful ; he Li God ; heddea him there in no God : tbe 
King, the must Holy, the Giver of Pom..', the Faithful the Guar 
dinn, the Powerful, the Strong, the mast Higk Far he God 
exalted above the idol* which they associate with him 1 He is {Jtd, 
the CraatoTp the Mak<r, the First. He hnn most excellent names. 
Whatever is in heaven and io u&rtb praiseth hiTn ■ and he ii 
the Mighty, the All-wise/ 

Behind the second arch, from the south, on the flat atone 
lintel .vs we enter thu pillared I mil, is n small inscription to 
t.hfi following effect: 

l * During the time when the muniment was in the hrtndi of 
Ahmed, Bonn! Mohammad tho Aariz 11 (tli*- office e of the court 
whose duty it is to present people to the king.) 

The two ruin Ed minareta on the central arch are divided 
into separate stories by horizon tal beka nf writing. In the 
lower belt round the with, minrir, we reed 
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11 The father <d victory, Sultan Alt&iuaih, ally of the chid of 
Mohani admit, may Hod ever keep tl.o c<ranby -mil government 
in \m hctniS: , r 1.a- Chief m‘ ail Cbipf# . bp n exulted above ill in the 
East and West/* 

in hie upper bale ia a vnr^u Irom the Koran, w'h eh sarai 

11 We are your M-mb in t-bl* life, and in ttnnt which ta to 
cotth- : tliijri-iij *h\\M ye have that which vtrar souls shrill desire, and 
therein shall ye obtain whole 1er ye ahull o.ik for ; n.-. a gilt from 
tbe gmdmii and merciful Cod Wl'v -pi-nbeth hitler than lie 
who invite lb iinr.ij Cmil and work *?h i rglit c ^ ‘iir h, nuij aiiith, I 
iid a Moslem 1 Gud and fivil ahdl nut bo livid equal/' 

Over the enbmiice gate-way to the east, oh we ivo.-nd the 
atej& id the JAonpm and before we enter h. are inscribed two 
tnulitiormi ^nyrnge of Mnbimt-d nne regarding Friday, and 
the other in praise of the virtuous act of erecting a in/Lsjid. 
The first, myni 

[i The prophet said, Friday prayers are equal to on eiallod 
kind of pilgrimage ; so long ji$ lie who regularly says his prayun 
is in the world, the hem flrn«! efb'ct » f the prayers is with him ; 
and if be is in tfcecoraj any *>f <ln*w in llwnreu + it is with him 
there.' r 

The other eays: 

11 The prophet *m*l . for him who enKfcft a place for the worship 
of God with tn i■ n rtrighteoiisij acquired, the Almighty God buildl 
a place in fiaivt-a p ' 

Ou pave ml atones in the arches are engraved stray 
words in Arabic m AlJJtftqani Alkhatafa in a number of 
pliices, and some in Sanskrif, as Sri Sinhaldeva and other 
Hini]n u a mep: Fhe wi J c! f ■«/'i ft i pr-oba!,ly m <*i r k 9 th e p! ace 
where tho EOmlifn or th ‘ leader of n group of those who 
stood bn any their prayers, r.. ,k his stimd at the time of 
prayer. 














CHAPTER VU1 


DAUOAH KHWAJA SAHIB. 


THE D&rgiili of Kliwoja Ifutnnddin Chisbti, popularly 
*■ known os the Khwaja Sahib, is ft place of worship of the 
Mussalmnn*. The Khwaja is sometimes culled the Sultan-id- 
Flintl er «ffittd-ka-Padshib” (.Sultan of Indift)* ond the 
Dni^fth is ti» chief of the holy places of the Mohamcda™ 
iii India* 

Khwaja Muinnddin C&isktl.—Kfawaj* HuUroddui 
ChishtJ was ft native of Afghanistan, arid wan bom on a 
Monday in H. 537* (1L43A.D ) in the village Siji* 
id Sistfin (Sane SUk-thvn, conn try of the Sh^ka), nenr 
Ohur. Hie fitkei was ft Huseini Saynd, and was named 
Sayad i ihiiieuddin Ahinn -1 and hi* mother, Ribt Mahamur. * 
The boyhood ofKbwaja Muinuddin was passed in Khurasan, 
to which his father hod migrated, Khwnja abksttddin 
Ahnnnl died in H. 551 (U5« A.D.) at Nishttpar, leaving his 
son a gulden and a wnLer flour-uni I os hie sole inheritance. 
Kbwaja Moinudifin cams under the influence of Ibrahim 
Qandui.t, sold the garden, distributed the proceeds amongst 
the poor, became a fakir and went away towards Bukhara 
and Samarkand. He became a pupil of Htsamuddin Bokhnri, 
and committed the Koran to memory. Thence he preceded 
via Kabopur to a village in its neighbourhood, sailed 
Hartnjn. There ha became on 10th of Hhawal (Thursday) 

* lij t'ha Kkwaj* «*a kNitii i& R- J*T II A,D. i. 

1 Other* aaj kor akK WSA ilibL Khuul Milfcl* 

ft 
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H. 5ffQ (1165 A.D,), a disciple of Khwaja Uamm Ohinhti 
Haraoni, whose mausoleum is at Mecca. As Kfawaja Usman 
wag a follower at the Chiahtia sect 1 of fakirs, Khwaja 
Muinnddin ha^ ako come Lu be known as Chishti Cbisfat 
is a Tillage near Herat h now called Shavian; and as four 1 
of the eminent teachers of this sect of fakirs were natives of 
Chisht, their disciples have come to he styled Chishti 
Khwaja Huiduddin thug became the Khalifa of Khwaja 
Usman g disciple of TTaji Sharif Zindani, who was a follower 
of the school of Khw +ja I^liaq Shu mi, the founder of die 
Ghuhtia sect. After an attendance at 20§ year* on Khwnja 
Uaruuu Harogni, Khwajjs Muinuddiu went to Mecca, Medio* 
nod Satijar, and thence to Baghdad, where he met 
Sheikh Ziauddin ami Sbnhahiiddiu Suharwardy, nod became a 
disciple and Khalifa of Kbwaja Ahaduddin Kirwaui. In Jeel, 
near Baghdad, Kbwnja Mo iduddin stayed a short time with 
Shutkh Abdul Qadtr Gilani, culled Piranpir. Passing Hama- 
dan and Tubrez— where he met. Abu Slid Tabrezl—he came 
to Ispahan, where Kbwaja Qutbuddm Bakhtyar Kaki became 
a disciple of Kbwaja Mninuddm. After staying two years in 
Kburqan, where be preached m the town sm>i suburbs, he wont 
tc Astrabad, and there mt:t Shaikh Nmriruddin Astra bad i a and 
lived with him far a time, Thence he migrated to Oarat and 
Sabzw&r, the Hakim, of which place* Ysuig&r Mohamad, became 
the Khwaja u dkctple, and accompanied him to Hioar Shad mum 
The Khwuja thence proceeded to Btlkh. There Hakim Zia- 
uddict became hi-, disc ip I e + TheKhwajja went tn Ghazni and 
then crude to Delhi with the army of Sultan Shahabiiddin 
Ghorip and at the age of 52, came and Look up his abode 
in Ajmer* 

1 Th* four ot t ik L in ar■ : (\) Qjtli™, [U> N^ihbacrii*, (3} 

Uaabtijk, 4 (4) Bhomrdi* 

1 (1) JCbwsj* Abu Ah*Mi>l. 

I-} H ^liMruddiD Ak AJimiJ. 

m h • Yawt 

W „ Qiitbrnldio Mod ad. 
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It has been wrongly stated that Khwaja Muinuddm came 
to Ajmer aevcml years before the conquest of Ajmer by Shaha- 
bnddln Ghori, and while Prithvi Kaj was still King of Ajmer. 
Asa matter of fact he name with Shahabuddiu'E army to India. 
The Tujnl he earliest history of Sfiahabuddin Ghori 

by Hu^an Nizami, who was a contemporary writer, mates no 
mention of the Khwaju s The Tubkati Naairi, admittedly the 
most authentic history of the period, the work of ilsimhaji- 
Sinij, who was also a contemponviy writer, speaking of 
Siiahabiiddm f s invasion of India when Prithvi raj was killed 1 
says:— 

"The author heard from a trustworthy person p a distin¬ 
guished man of the high land district of Tukk, whom they used 
to style by the title of Muinuddin tlabi, 1 who said: *1 was in 
that army along with the SuItan-i-Ghazi, and the number 
of cavalry composing the army of Islam that year was one 
hundred and twenty thousand arrayed in defensive armour/ 11 

This settles the matter. The author of Muntakhtibiil 
Tuivryikh ,M auburn AbdulQadir Badayani* a\eq e Khwaja 

Muinuddin Chishti came with Sultan Shahubuddin when he 
invaded India again in 5m IT. (1102 A,D 

The author of another MussaJmen history, Clmrch+iman 
GJutiraman, also says that Khwnja Muinuddin came with 
Shahuhuddiu Ghori when he conquered Ajmer and Delhi 
The famous historian, F^r ishta t says that when Khwaja Sahib 
first arrived at Ajmer, 11 the Sardar uf Surd are, Sayad Huseiu 
MuAhedi, who w T as known im Kiumgsawar and followed the 
Shiah religion, and adorned by piety and good work, wcis one 
of the line of saints {wtd j p and who had been appointed 

1 41 Tfc* jMfHOrt hero referred to la elu other \ht etlebra'cd fcininud- 

liit] Chuhtj, wiiOsx tcirabi* at AjEior.’ WurLr, 
pogff 4 cjO. 

1 JTiiiAieMwf Tvwikhi pag* (5, 
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datOffJui of that town, received ike Sheikh (Kfawjija Muinnd- 
din) with groat respect And honour/' 1 

TLlu Khwnja Sahib ie said to have died on the 6th of Rajnb r 
H. 033 1 (March 1236 A.D.) at the age of 97, Seven years 
bo fi ire his death be warned the d Hugh ter of Saynd Wiijiuddin 
Muhammad UEtahbedL The Ehwnjn^ two wives were naim^d 
Affiatnllhh and As emit Bano, Kbwfijn Muintiddin had throe 
mm, Khwuj.i Fukhruddan* Khvmja Abo Said, and Khwaja 
Hjanniuddin, and a daughter named Bibi TTnfiz Jamal, whose 
piety ho* procured her a Chilic i in the Nur Chashnuv, and 
whose tomb is to the right of the southern entrance to the 
Khwnja Sahib's mausoleum. 

Ilia eldest son, Fakhmddin, died twenty years after him t 
in Sar.var (Kialiiingiirh State), 32 miles fro to Ajmer, and was 
buried there. Fiikhruddiii’H s-.m, Hisanmddiii Sokhta, died in 
Sambhnr The In mb of the Khwajag second sun, Abu Said, 
is in Lhe Diirgah* on the platform no of the Coma tat i DaIjul 

Khwaja Midnuddin lived a lifo of piety. He is said to 
liavo pi sod days together in dilution and meditation. Hia 
diet was sample fmd spare, and his dress canidated of a simple 
t unic, which when torn in any place was pmchod by hhnaeLf 
Sheikh Farid uridin Ganjshakar -ay« he flometime^ ate only one 
chapatet weighing five inmqala on the eighth day and Sheikh 

1 Tankhi FsLTj*iLta p VvJ IL, p*g?s 3jTi Tls& ors^'iul loLtej mx~ 

Af Jym t »—fc 

^jtkUj r lt6k aiJl *Vjl IjT wJb 

ij'yk Ij ^ f) 1 ** *3* IjjI 

—*v r ^ 1 

* An A airier uf FauI Liu W6i Enpd dwd tin ttii- Oth Rajtb lei tiia c«U f 
■nd »* lliv ••i-O Lri* I Iiul \».m o-fx-tn iL farri* lIejiUmuM pot bt> -iLlcI with uejx. 
l&iuty ua whiLilk ijF lLi« iix liai'n hi; hiMditd. lloupc tho Ur*, or mmLTLfbarj 
uf bin duaLAj toko* place fruiu Uw 1st le ttus 6t|i Rajufa rnsry jpif, 

TO 
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Nizamuddin Aid in says the Khwnja Sahib list'd during his 
initiation to cover hiiuHielf with ft dutui (twr? sheets ..f doth 
stitched logethi r) patched in many places. He never 
preach fid aggression, wub a man of pence and gtvni-will towards 
uJ] God’s creatures, Ilia chief disciples wern Sheikh Hamid* 
udtlin Soofi of Xagor (Marwnr), entitled SnltJui-nl-Tarkeen, 
who died on 2»t> Rnbi-d-pani H. 07ti <1275 A,D. i, and 
Khwftja Qatbnddm Bnkhtyor Haiti, who settled in Delhi * 
and died there. 

On the death of the Kbwnjn h i™ remains were interred in 
the cel) in which he lived, but do masonry tomb whs hnilt over 
them. In fact he appears to have been forgotten in Ajmor.® Fur 
nearly 300 yeans nothing mure is heard of him, till the time 
"f SutLiiu Mahmud Khilji of Mandoo, who conquered Ajmer, 
His Boa, Sultan Chiasmi din, at the instance of Khwsjn Husem 
of Nhgor in H. 86B (1404 A,D,) built a pucen tomb and a 
Email dome over it. Tn 1870 A.D. Akbar built the magni¬ 
ficent Afcbiiri Musjid in the Dargah, ami came on pilurimn^a 
to the shrine every year during a part of his reign and 
gave aims to the khadin is. The Dargah being thus firmly 
established, additions were made to it by his successors. 
Hia grandson, Shah Jahmn, built the present splendid dome 
and added the Jama MujjjS in white marble, deepened 'he 
Jhalm tank, added a gateway for Che XakkttT Khawr and 
generally beautified the place, Though it did not receive 
much attention from Aumugzeb, and is said to have been 
badly treated during the succeeding Rather Raj in Ajmer, 
the Dargah as a whole is not only an ornament to the town 
but invests it with great and enviable importance in the eves 
of the Mnsaatman population of India, 


,1. L? 0 t ££ d, L- [ L Bfttfih-nr Knki oam= to Aim nr .taring tha Khw»js f , lut 
Olpeif. The todays iftt>r Qntfcmi-Jia* departure, 

tinJL ^ dM T Jaflt ‘ ° f Shsikh HaruW.ddin N'^ri ■one. 

time* came to Ajmer to pay ihs.f nnrpuu to the fUiWajVl tnmC 
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Description, —The Dargah is situated at the foot of 
the Borbh-eastern spur of the Torugarb hill and separated 
from it only by the Jhalra tank. It is an irregular rectangle, 
with Its principal antmiiee to the dearth. It has also five small 
entrances, two towards the east opening into uhe Khadim 
Mcahalb and three towards the west—one into the burial 
ground of the Diwnn’a family, another from the Akbari Uusjid 
into the street leading to the Tripolin Cate ? end the third 
through the llahfii Khana to the KhanqnL 

The main entrance is a small gateway built during the 
time uf Shah Johan, as the inscription above the gate shews. 
Its wooden doors have recently been replaced by silver- 
plated ones presented by a resident of Btsmbay, The 
raised steps in front of the door have been erected tn pre¬ 
vent water from ike Inderkot flowing into the Dargah during 
the rains. This gateway Is called the Nakkar-khaim, bv cause 
on the gate fire kept two pairs of ncrffattifl {big drums), The 
larger of the two is wrongly stated to have been presented with 
the mhan ckirng, the brass limp to the south of the 
Bai&nd Darwaza, by Akbar from the spoils of Chitor. As a 
matter of fact neither of these nakkaras nor the ituhun thing 
ever belonged to Chitor, The nakkaras were no doubt 
presented by Akbar and wore trophies of war, but they be¬ 
longed to the army oT the famous Duud Khan, Sultan of 
Bengal, and were presented long after the capture of ChItor H 
The matter is thus explicitly stated by a contemporary Mo* 
haincduu historian, ilmilima Nizami addin, in his well-known 
history, Tabqatd-Akiwi 1 

U|(jl i/*4* ^ —yt^ 1 

. t ,i _o* s U Jfj 

kjt '* 3 L^'ij jfVli a/jl 

1 Tflbt|atL-t-AL t*ri, pitfu 222. Bom aleo Elliot 1 * HihUjtv uf India, YoL 
Vp* pag* m d# 2 . 
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•A ^ t-s'^ *yo rV !r* 

Jr- ^r‘ i ' ifijr 1 ** 1 J>i Jj 1 jjj I) **L«J 

jjj jr*J I >u^*y Ij-vr 4 ** *r“* ***“> Jili 

j'y Iffi^'i ji)** («** 

—4d**> Mj4* jl tj £ l*»» lU'j yi 

TrAnb la tt ekt . —Earl y in Ramzan (1574 A.D4 the atmosphere 
of Ajmer became fragrant from the storm raised by the tnusk-Liko 
boofe of (royal) horses, (The king) went straight to the shrine of 
&hwjLj^ Muinuddin and duly observed the necessary religious 
ciTNjmnELis-rf there i mill from the spoils of Ben pah a pair of big 
drums, which from the first day hud been kept apart to be pre¬ 
sented to the KhwFfcja, were brought and presented to the 
Nakarkhana of the Khwaja Sahib. According to old custom, 
(the emperors went every dav to the shrine and made the beg- 
garland the needy, rich by charitable presents and alms. 

To the right ng we enter the main door ia the Akbari 
Musjid, which is a square 140 by 140 feet, built by Emperor 
Akbfir in EL 978 (1671 A JX). The central arch of thiemasjid 
facing the east is 56 feet high, and reminds one of the magni¬ 
ficent gateway of the mosque at Fatehptir Sikri, Ita northern 
cloisters are at present used as a school-house for the Dargah 
primary school, and the southern and eastern ones are dosed 
into cells and used as sU>m-roosuA Repairs were executed 
to this mosque in 1330 EL (1001 A.Dj r at the expense of 
JJawab Gafur All of Dnnapur. 

The visitor nest posses under the Boland Darwma t or high 
gateway, so called because it ia disproportionately high. It is 
75 feet from the ground to the top of the two chluitreea over the 
gate. Towards the north this gate ia supported on either side 
by rhrec-afcoried ch/urt-rces of carved stone, the spoila of some 
Hindu budding, The materials and the style of these chhatrees 
plainly betray their Hindu origin. Their excellent surface 
carving is unfortunately hidden from view by coats of 
colour and whitewash, which should be removed It is also 
stated that these Mtatrees and the gate—which is of red 
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sandstone (misad higher and arched by Mussulmans), with 
the eastern cell continuation of itj—formed part of an old 
Jain temple, which was demolished 

Nothing is known for certain regarding the dato of the 
building of this gate. It U, however, stated that Sultan 
Mohammed Khilji (143&-G9 A.B.\ or his son, Gbyasyddin 
(1469-1500) ofMuudu, built it To the south of the gute^ 
du either side, in a big cauldron in which a m%m of rice is 
prepared and Looted. 

The Baland Barwam and the cauldrons are thus 
described by Colonel Broughton 1 :— 

” The entrance to the outer court passes under an arched 
gateway, remarkable only for its preposterous height, and one of 
the exhibitions with which yon arc indulged during a vbifc to the 
tomb it to be mounted on the top of this archway by a Sight of 
steps so steep and narrow os to be really frightful to one not 
accustomed to them, and when seated there* to scatter handful* of 
cowrie* and copper coin among the crowd of p**r-zniina and beg¬ 
gar* oF all description who dock below arid Hcratiiblo arid fight 
for the money t to the great amusement uf the exulted spectators* 
Op either «idc of this archway, within the court* is an enormous 
copper boiler fitted into solid masonry, the larger of which i» 
capable of holding sevenly nmtmds or five thousand four hundred 
pounds of rice, and tho emallnr twenty-eight re* undo* When 
princes or other groat men visit Ajmer, it is usual for them 
to ortler these vessels to lie filled, which is accordingly dune 
with rice, sugar, butter, sweetmeats* ete. It requires the whale 
night to boil this fnes*, which is distributed in the morning 
among the hungry The mode in which the distribu¬ 

tion is conducted aflordi the chief amusement to (ho pious donor* 
who is generally seated half-way up the gateway^ to witness tha 
extraordinary spectacle. Some of the oldest of th$ jwr-iatia* nra 
entitled to certain portions of the completion, and when this 
quantity is token qut and distributed* large shovelfuls are thrown 
flmcnfj the rest of these holy pentona, who scramble for them with 
such avidity that they soon begin fighting, while some, who have 
token tho precaution to wrap old clothes nround their bodied and 
limb% plunge boldly into the boilers, where a battle-royal tokea 
place for every handful ■ but should an unfortunate stranger pro- 


1 Lotwr* fraui the HarhtUi Ctmp. 
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mime to intrude upon their prescriptive rigbte, and try his Sack 
far m shura of the n*&*im*A (far it is all consaercted), they join in^ 
sUntlj tu drive away the intruder and make him pay dearly for 
his temerity Tho faiarmft is after wards euld by the 
-■Sintihin, wEicra devotion to Mohamedan Hunts and ft-Ugk.ii* eua- 
torns I have inure than once had cnxmaon to mention r bm given 
Lhis favourite entertain meat three time* since our arrival.'' 

Tom Coiynt notices the memorable piety of Jahangir, 
Ho aaye; '* When at Ajmer he went atoofc to the tomb of the 
prophet. Hod Muinuddiii, there buried, nnd kindled fire with 
his^ own hands and his Nur Huhal T under that immense and 
Heidelbergian o?qoipo[lent brass pnt. and made kkichri for 
five thousand poor, taking mt the first platter with his own 
hands and serving one; Nur Jtlnkat, the second, and so his 
ladies nil the rest/' 1 

One of the^e two cauldrons was presented by Akbar in 
974 El. (15h7 A.D.), when he also made a grant of IS villager 
for the maintenance of the Itingur or daily distribution uf 
cooked ihud Lo the poor. The other cauldron (probably the 
bigger one) was presented by Emperor Jahangir in 1022 H, 
(1G13 A.D.). Ho states in his Tuzuki Jahangiri: “Ihud 
a big cauldron made in Agra and presented to the Hargahi, 
Five thuLisaiid men were fkl nut of it.” The original cauld¬ 
rons in time became unserviceable, and Mull a Mad&ri. a 
minister of Sindhta, paid fur two n^w cauldrons, winch 
were made at Ajmer under the supervision of Seth Akhoy 
Chnud HehtiL* These caoldruns been mo unserviceable, rind 
Sir Aaunm Juh, Nawab iiiahir-udauhi, had a new one btiilb 
in H. 1307 (!Sd9 A.D.) to replace tho larger of the two, 
Nawab Alam AJi Khan had the smaller one renewed in 
H, 1314 (ISdfi A.Ll.)* Both the donors arc nobles of H. H, 
the Nizam of Hyderabad. 

1 PurcliA-?, Vg|, I, t jjage GG| h 

1 Thfl wroiuiiltirtncci of Ujo edge of Urn larger ol iht iwu ciuldruiu e 
$1 yards. 
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The courtyard between else Bafand Barwazu and the 
inner courtyard covers underneath it cellars of old Hindu 
buildings ( temples ?}* of which many rooms remain intact, 
lu fact the whole of the Durguh appears to have been built, 
as was Usual in the times of the early Mtinsalinju'i rulers, on 
the: aifaea of old Hindu temples, partly by converting and 
partly by adding to the s fractures already exiting* 

To the west of the court is situated the MalifUkhuna, 
which wag only recently built by Baahimdaula Sir Asman 
Jah Lu H. 1306-9 (1BSS-1801 A.D.). Previous- to this the place 
was an open court* and a big &ht.i.m.iana used to be fixed here 
during the Urx Fair lor the M&hfil. It is lighted up every 
year during the fkir at Sir Aernan Juh’a expense. The builds 
ing is a hall 4G feet square, with a gatleiy 14 feet wide 
running round it. In front of the MahfiLlkhana is a s+nialI 
reservoir of water for the Mussulmans to wash their hands 
and feet before saying their prayers, 

hrom the courtyard two small gateways lead into the 
inner court, wherein are situated the Khwafa Sahibs mauso¬ 
leum, and the Jiima Max}id. Inside the gate which faces the 
BaUind J)urwaza t to the rights is the masjid, various!} stated 
as having been built by Sultan Muhammad KMlji and Jahan¬ 
gir, Jahangir built a uiasjid in !610 AD,, and evidently this 
is the building he put up. It is also called the Sandal Khan*, 
from the fact that oandil prepared here ia daily placed 
morning and evening on the Khwajas tomb. It was rt^ 
paired and painted at the expense of Nawab Ishaq Khan tif 
Jahangirabad in H, 1314 (1897 A.B.), 

To the north of this in&sjid grow chnmeli plants; the 
remains of the two wives of the Khwaja Sahib arc said tu repose 
here. Behind the Sandal Khaaa is the doorway that leads 
by an underground passage to the cellar where the remains of 
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Dfifjfnb Khwjija 


ttii Khwaju were intnirflilp over which an mflbto&Ty fatshfikka 
tomb iu biifk wits at fir^t raised* Traubtioti s,iv* that msHo 
tlie cellar thr imago of UaH&cteva m a t-iup*,^ on which 
ytijiciai used to ho placed every day b) u Brifraum family a till 
tnaintaiiU'd hy th« JLtr'uh ns gharhyttli (boll fltiikdr). 

Adjacent lt> the Sandal Khaim and to t.he soulh of it* is 
tilth mnaflulekam of Khwaja Mmuttddiit Chiahti, with ita prims - 
pul cutnvnco to the east and another towards die eoutk 
Though Sol tan GhiaiBiiddiu of M r* lid do is m dited with 
furnishing the nwflmcif’bniJdinfr the m.ius om the building 
itself was not completed till 0.089(1537 A.P.). This is 
the Sr met am Stint-lvrutm of tile Dnr^ab, and into it only 
’!■ hanieJnns and Hindus arts adin:t"d. 


Thr- illustration on the opposite pige gives the gtound 
plnn <t thia mmi so Ileum, T the principal entrance to whifii 
ia inwards the oiisl ■ lirtnigh the .D-ilun, It was built 

in H. lOo.i i 104-! A.D.) by the aconmp! ishv 1 Princess Jn!i.in 
Am Bugnro, the fayonrite danghtr of Shnh Julian and con- 
atom eempanion in his eaptirity. During rhe rebellion of 
Aurangaeb turd his younger btothers against their father, 
ShahJahan, her loyalty and faithfulness wire marked features 
of the imperial liar.-m life, as ’icfainsl the conduct of her 
your gar sister, Keshnn Am. Julian Am was a disciple of ihe 
C Kish tin sect, and her tn>.<k, Mnni"-u.l-Ar^ul' : is n-plntt with 
«*{iMarionH of devotion and lore for the Khatyn, Jahnu Am 

\- : . ided U, ih Darg ib her own atterideiiLs connect ! with 

the Fnrranh Khu rut, Tothu Khcti ni, Ac. 


The (Man is of white marble, and the walls and pill rs 
were pointed in gold and colours in IftfW A.D. by the 
late Nuwiiit S!ushtak Ali Klirui of R impur. and the roof bv a 


^FSHffCTffc*1"* ^ lU d«, *», pretan:*.| 
m Illttl A.D, by Ifoi-Ur Ah KmSUi, yoongof br-tber ni llix :«i( 
NnWHfrof Rim^ir, 
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OmfRab Khwafa Sahib, 

Hit^nJman merchant of Bombay. The floor of this datan 
is of white marble* interspersed iviLh rhe bic&kya and habur 
stnne of Jaiaabner* This dalnn j* the portico to the square 
domed building containing the Khwajita tomb. In the 
ectitml arch over Lhe doorway leading to the tomb h fixed n 
horseshoe-Hite ornament* and visitors are gravely informed 
that it Im n neck ornament uJ the Empress Ntir Johan, 

The inner drnrwny (eastern) do m pkted in Ger¬ 
man silver. 1 In the centre of the domed building is the 
tcmb of Ehwajn Muin addin Obkhtd, with the head towards 
the north. As already stated, the reruainti of the Kh vaja 
lie in ftn underground collar, covon-d with n few bricks, 
several feet below this tomb. The tomb is in while 
mar bio in hid with pieces of coloured .'.tone, and it is eaid 
that near e he place corresponding to the heart ia fix* ri a ruby* 
like stone of the tiee of an cigbi-HJim eiJvor piece. This tomb 
is daiJi, bestrewed with vandal, and ia ul ways kept corned with 
a piece of kin kit of* (doth of gold), and over it are placed 
ehamdi flowers. Above the tomb is an old wooden ahtiptir- 
kfmt inlaid wuh pieces of mother-of-pearl, said to have I ecu 
presented by Jahangir. Between the four poles which 
support this chapar/chut is a si her-plated railing with an 
opening towards the south, A second similar railing rnna 
round the fir&t railing at h distance of about two feet, also 
with an opening corresponding lo that of the first. At the 
openings always sit Kkidtms of the Darguh in turn, to receive 
offerings tendered by pilgrims and t« bestow tahamikh 
on them, Between the iwn railings. Hindu and M oh timed an 
men are a'mittd, but women are excluded, Under the 
dome in always bun; a velvet shamiana* On iho northern 

1 Both Ibe rMtcrn 4n:3 iBiuthe^ drap nf (k n-titinrcurn an tkrqiiA 
iiU r e/- ivn'L with |tfrcn, hy nine Snaujtf a ‘|*h Khan rnfr iJaart in 

Iflut A.tX, wfcii|fl t ho*-* □ tii t-ia iflfeit - if ihr -iJkiifri „Ya^ w#rr 

printed tjy tiQft ELtp AIL Kiuku, of RtjnpoiV 
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wall ci! the- tDftiiioltnm is inscribed the following, giving th> 
4*te of its decora! inn as H 939 (1532-33 A.D>):— 

l V 1 lt" f!j 0 {-V 

In the east ern wall of this ilomnd building are two cellars, 
one du either side of the doer way, eon turning two tombs. 
These are the tombs of Khwaja Fakhruddin and his wife, 
who came with the an hit from Afghanis tutu The Khadims 
are the desoendeuts of Khwaja Fakhriulcliu, a fellow- 
di&ttiplc of the Khw&jji- Sabi be The northern one is now 
used fib in. HLqrii-rxsnii for the tomb eovtira, > Find id utensils, £tc n 
required for daily ii.^o; and the southern for silver utensili, 
etc., used during the U''n> 

It in difficult in determine who built the mausoleuflL 
Babul , who got the throne of Delhi in H. 932 (152G A,D.) 
from I b r&him Li id i t u ud w hu d i ?d i a H. 937 (1531 A. D,) 
could nut penetrate into Kajputariu* His successor, BiiriiAyun, 
ivjv? engaged in sec tiring his fnotessioa from the aiLfibitinne 
of his broth era and the revolt of Sher Shah, whila the 
Inst of tip- Khilji king* nf MniwA, Mahmud Ii, hud died in 
H. t*32 {1526 AwlM p Mil the kingdom hnd passed into the 
possession of Bahadur Shah of Uujrat, under whom a 
Hindu chieftain, Silhiddv, was ruling at tbe tune m 
Henduo. It is paid that Sultan Qliiiisiiddin Khilji of 
Mandoo (3409-1100 A D ) hid invited Khwaja Makhdum 
Efuseiti, t4 defieeiidan* of Sheikh ilutniduddm of Nagor, the 
chief disciple of Khwaja Mirinuddia, to visit him, and that 
ho gave him a Urge donation, which was used in building the 
present ns flush] on m at Ajmer and the Boland Dorwam of 
the Darguh of Sheikh Tfamirfuddm at Xagor (M&raar), 

There have always been two round the tomb. 

In piece of a wooden hhift itafirm, Jahangir had a gold-plated 

one made in li 1925 (Ibid A.D .\ at a coat of Rs, 1AG.GQ0. 
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Tlii'i. with the “i’lginnl on tor one and other valuable things, 
appear to have been taken away by the Bathore at the time 
whin all the mosque* in Mar war, eicept. that of Hamit Inddin 
in Niigor, were rcaed lo the ground 1 and the Korun wherever 
funnel thrum into wells. in retail nth m Fur similar conduct at 
Aumngaeb tuwards the Hindu Burned place*, The present 
outer hilt . i wns built under the ardere of Ilia Highness 
Maliaiiija Saivai Jai Singh, the founder nl Jaipur, about 
1730 A.D., under the onpermino of Mubamad 11 ay at nnd llnji 
M.mzur \\i KUaa, >>■ iho oh. ItoontflinK I2,9l5l 

tohis of silver. The dnunu'ias now iu use and e» me of the 
tomb covering!! wciv presented by 11. H. the t 'mekwar 1 if Bared n. 

To the west and south of the domed building there 
is an euelosura call oil the Ahat-i-ITur (enclosure of light), in 
whiuli there are two t >mbs, nod where people retire to r peat 
the Koran. The two tomb* are those of Bibi Hafiz Jamal, 
thi? daughter of Khwajii Muhuddin, and of the princess 
Hurnl Nisn 5 or Cltimni Begum, daughter of Shah Jahau 
and grand daughter of Jahangir, who died of snmUjoi 
in her child howl on 20 Jamndul Awnl EL 1025 at Ajmer. 
Jahangir iu his urem oils records hia grief at her death. The 
tomb of Hafiz Jamal is of white marble, in n small room 
ab .at air. hot rquart, near the Bnuthem entrance to the 
domed bui ding ; near the dom of this room He the remain* of 
her three children who bad died in infancy. The tomb of tJeti 
AiV adjacent t . the wt-aten. wall (J the mous Lum. iabuiit 
in while marble b imti fully puli abed, with a masonry duintd 
re- t' over it, and - lined by marble join on all aides lor Icar of 
ihtf removed of n large t"pnz lived oil the tomb of the princess. 

On the two aidra of the southern goto of this enclosure 
of light ire united h peers about iO feet square in which 

1 Set «,fnif -Vntettons. Vul llj pngs 3W ; ftlw, Kllwt’s BiiLury uf 
In-Lin^ V"l VN, pagf im lll|rl llb ' 

1 ^oniui^ iv Hsuic iim unic ih* priac* * ^ss GeM Am, 
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women stand or mb to pay their devotions to the saint. 
Id the eastern of these two enclosures thi re jsre two tombs, 
?ftid to bo of the two gads of Khwaja Hisumuddin, gramlson of 
Khwaja HninncMim The wcst&rti auabsuiv is ^ufH twontiuu 
the tombs of two Sultan* of Mandnu, 

The courtyard to the east of the ita/uini Dift-an, 
separated from the end^urc containing the Khw&jids 
mausoleum by u marble kfitetu a it# ^todded with LOn\b* r two of 
which deserve notice- The moat prominent tomb in thv 
courtyard built of v, bite marble with a juU-ktili rtf 

(trellis work) about two feat high niutiing ruiiJjil it, is that of 
Nmiu ( the iiiiriu'HJb- hhi*h?i ,or water-trankr, who saved the isfe 
of Hmuaynn when he wme nearly drowned in the Ganges, 
near Kananj. aftor hi- d -l'-at by Sher Sbih in 1500 A_D, 
This Siz-.im in renowmd m having reigned by It■■* order 
of Hnmayon tor half a day cm the Moghal throne., when to 
commemorate the event he imucA leather eoiro iu place ol 
silver Onus, which were current during his lew hours' reign. 

This pretty tomb was at one time studded with precious 
stones and had a beautiful silk canopy over it, supported hy 
silver-plated stands. AumigKeb, on his firat visit to the 
Dargah p mistook this tomb to be that of the Khwaja him^lJ; 
and when he wag told that the tomb to which he wua making 
hm obeisance was the tomb of Nri-am. the famous water- 
(barrier, he ordered the canopy and ornamentation to be 
removi d. Near thin tomb is the k ila'ndaH mosque, known as 
the Aufij/n Mtotjif. It coitFEAts oF a marble floor 3Q’x6j r , 
in which rho usual throe arches are marki d in black steD^ 
with a small marble balustrade tihoMl three feet hi^h to the 
week It i* said that the Khwaja on hi* arrival at Ajmer fir$t 
alighted at this place, Some say iha thb was the place 
where royal camel* uwed to be tethered in the time of 
Emperor Priihvtritj. 
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Further coat, hear the Khidki Daruxiza, lie tho rotnaiDJB 
of Sheikh Mir, Lbe eumioandL-r of Dartt Shikoha forces (mid 
father-in-law of Anmngzeb) aid of Shah Kawa* Khan, Al*ra- 
gir’ci general who were both killed in rhe fan*emu battle of 
Ajruer, l.j Eijri 1069 (1C59 A.D.), between Dam Shikoh anJ 
Aurangaeb. 

The? remains of M;Jlii Khun, Governor of Ajmer during 
the reign of the Sultan Ghh^uddin "f M iuduo, wore akoluid in 
tins court, but hig toiiih w l& demolished and the rem ain* dq^- 
out and thrown away after the defeat of his son. Jfatu 
Iqbal Khiuj who had proclaimed his independence qn the 
death of the Sultan, 

To the auudi uf the mausoleum there is an open space where 
mueictiana, male and female. &u and «ng; and every Tbunuday 
altarno.ri finds some dancing girl from mmQ part of India 
doing mujm 1 u.* the Khwaja Sahib Beyond l.hts, to the 
south, is situated a UiUrn built in white marble, in El, I2G7 
U7&3 A-D-), by the Nawnh of Carnatic, and hence culled 
the C&imQiakt Dtdun. Ten verse* inscribed under the 
chfuijj'i over the three arches gd v e the name of the 
NiVWiib os Wnhtjah, and the date as IT- 1^07 (1793 A.D.), 

To the east of the dakn on the platform there is a sdjff or 
water-depfit. This raided platform nr chhahutra, which runs 
east to WBGt,B*p«rate& the Ttorgah from the Jhalru In the aouili- 
eastern corner of this lung platform and dne cost of the Jludra, 
s'anils the uumBolauin built by Muhnmod Tufi Bukdi, on whom 
the title ol Shah Knli Khan had been conferred by Eusperur 
Akbar, During Abbur's roign. while he wad Subedar of Ajmer, 
he hurl this place built to allow of his remains lining interred 
there after hi3 d*ath Thk wish of his, however, wsa never 
gratified, ns he died in H. MJtKJ (1600 A.Dj at Agm, and 

1 W'uei i ca u iJ n^er *uUftu on tk\* floor whilo tinging, \ t U t*U vd m&jrv. 
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was buried rhene. This building is oi white marble except 
the domed roo r p which is of lime masonry. The flutris inlaid 
with Jajsalmcr bichkya and Ao&or stime. To the north of 
the Makhara on the platform are several totuba with itiacnp- 
fcioua cd them, bat none of any importance, One of these is 
the tomb of Mirza Audit, an officer of the Markuttas who 
served in Afalwa, and who dii-d in 1769 A,D. Another is of 
As&dul Hulk Minn Abdul Rahim Khan, who died in 1800 Alb 

The western cod of this platform was originally a 
ghut — exiled the Shah Jahanj Ghat—to descend into the 
Jhalra. In I btOl A. D. this ghat was converted into a 
square ht nr (tank), which is daily filled with water 
from the Jbalra for the Iiiithfu] to wash their hands 
and feet before entering the Jama M toy id to *ay their 
prayers* To the sooth of this ham mA between it and 
tho burial ground called the charyar, was opn spice till 
recently, when some Cells wt-re pot ap there by Sarwar Jung, 
a noble of Hyderabad, 

The charyar (four companions) is an encl anre containing 
a number of small tombs (BotU> j of which are of marble), and 
is so called from the fact that tho remains ofthe four com pan ions 
of Khwaja Muinuddin who etime with him from Afghanistan 
to Ajmer were laid in this enclosure* It also c-nr runs tombs of 
the ancestors of the MatavaJi and the Khndiins. The oldest 
tomb here bears an inscription on a pillar of a domed ehhutri 
over it, which gives tho date A the tomb m 10th Rajah, 
a 1022(1613 A.l>.) 

The finest building in the Dargah, however, is the Jama 
Mosjid, situated to the west of the mausoleum. This was 
Duilt by Shu b Jab an in the tenth year of his reign (1638 
AT).), a* stated by his daughter, Jahan Am Begum, in the 
Jftt7»is-uf-Arm/» p at an expenditure of two kkhs and forty 
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thousand rupee*. It is of white marble, and though inferior 
tn design and dignity to the famous Moi i tiusjid in the Agra 
Fort—also built by Shah J ilmn—it is novcrtldeM an e*«4» 
lent stnieiiire, ami Is a suitable ornament tn the Dargab. 1‘he 
Mnsjid proper in Uft‘ X 25*4$’ What, However, import* 
beantv to the mosque mid adds to it* dignity is the onclfflHiM 
15 ; f t -Dt by 53* f-ct in front of it, paved in jh dished 
mu'Lie awl surrounded on the throe sides by an elegant 
parapet having five upaiiings for ingress and Egress. 1 

The fiercen wall of the mosque has eleven pointed arches 
of uniform height. Inside the Inrnmgah there are five 
niches in which the Wma ia inscribed in letters #f gold. 
An inscription in black runs slang the whole length of the 
building tinder the oav-.s, and besides continuing 99 different 
names of God, it contain* 3d vemea, which give the data of 
erectmn as H. 104“ (163ft AJU and says that Slmh JaIwd. 
on hU return from the campaign (1017 AD.) again-1 the 
Maharana .rf 31 e war, while his father. Jahangir, was still on 
the thronn, feeling the want of it mosque in the Dargali vnwed 
that he would build one should he succeed in getting the 
throne, a vow that was carried out as soon as he came to the 
throne. 

«Thia building,” sap Mr. Caine, “will charm the traveller 
who has nut yet reached Delhi and Ai ni- 

Between the Dnrgah and the northern spur of the Tara* 
garh hill is on artificial reservoir of water firmed by putting 
two dams across the old nullah which drained the tain water 
of Imlorkut, and diverting the cun me of the nullah from 
behind to the hi nt of the D-uguh, during the tune «f 

i Abdul ttihnmn, i ho tuther id MrtMiW*w, >«;■ *ho nin^uo tM* 

14 ^uri r_r< build. 

* Pioturt^iu# Iml in. 
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A It bar. Its water is used in the Darguh, buL ass the two 
approaches which nro both oatgide the limits of the Dargah 
show, it is not a part of the Dargah, " This great tank/’ 
says Air, Caine, “ all in warm shadow, surrounded by white 
marble tombs intermixed with the deep green foliage, topped 
with the lofty hills that surround Ajmer, ablaze with 
sunlight, forms a picture nut easily forgotten." 1 

Culunel Duon (1843-57 A.D.) repaired this JhaJra, and 
demolished the small reservoir of water that stood near the 
Tiipoiia Gate. He built in its place, quartos for the police 
constable* stationed at the gate. Only some drains falling 
into the Jh&lra now mark the course by which the nullah 
water used to go to the Jhalrn. 

Behind the Midi (ilk harm and the Jama Mtisjid is situated 
the burial ground wherein lie the remains of the former 
Diwana of the Dargah and members of their families. 
Two structures in thin nut Insure deserving passing 
notice are the mausoleums of Khwaja Hasan and that of 
fcbdkh Al laud din, commonly called the sola Wwmba 
t sis teen pillars j. I’he plan of the former is similar to that of 
the mausoleum of Khwaja Aluinuddiu, and consists of a 
stfcmre chamber roofed by a more prominent dome than 
that of Alfouddin's tomb behind it, with a sixteen-aided 
drum. An anti-chamber is attached to the west side 
of the square chamber, and in the centre of the ante¬ 
chamber to the cast is a gateway, large in proportion to 
the rest of the facade. The gateway has a pointed arch 
carved on the soffit with bold buds, and around it forming 
a kind of areh-trave are rows of little nichea, It was built 
in H. 1047 (163$ A.D.), as shown by the lines* inscribed 

1 PuhiHMf£Oa kidm* pi^ 

« ,*< I,*i >4 fab jW4 jtb 
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on the entrance door. The building is not kept in good 
repair, and the inside is congested with entail tombs. 

The tomb of Albuddin, or 9 ata kh&mba, is so called be¬ 
cause its three dr mos stand on sixteen pillars in addition to the 
eight that stand against the eastern Mid wee tern walk 
It is an imposing building of white marble of the middle 
Mughal poriodn Its is jrajtangular in plan, the sides being 
respectively about 40x20 foot. It is open on three sides : 
on the north and south are three bays divided by.| groups of 
four columns united by a solid base, with arches ^turned 
between them, while uu the east aide ar* I hree arched openings 
separated by piers* On the west side there id a solid wall 
containing three m*kj*ahE 1 an arrangement which is Frequently 
met with in the tombs of Mo ham ad an aainta from the period 
of Firoz Shah downwards. A noticeable feature in this build¬ 
ing is the zig-zag pattern of black marble inlay adorning the 
guldastcus, which run up from the ground at each corner of 
the building. The shafts of the columns ore all octagonal, 
thirteen inches in diameter, and the arches between them are 
heavily cusped. The trimsverse arches connecting the groups 
of Columns ate similarly treated, and from them springs a dome 
earned on pendontives, the ho hits of which are ornamented 
with prismatic graining characteristic of Moghul architecture. 
On the piers at the ends of the north and south facades, and 
again above the groups of four columns, inlaid patterns in 
black marble occur. This inlay work was evidently never 
completed, aa is shown by the abrupt termination of the 
chases or grooves cut to receive it. In certain cases too 
one can sea where the workman had marked out the 
line of the groove by a scratch without proceeding to 
cut it out. This ia an interesting indication that in 
ancient work the masons did not finish each stone on the 
bench, but that they lelt a certain amount of earring and 
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decorative work to ho done after their MM * ere 
aitDtei 

AlUuddin la arid to hove been a descendant of Khwnja 
Miiium!din Chishti, and was a religious digniwy during t s 
reign of Shabjahan. He died in H. 10U (1603 A.D.) * 
the age of 75. An inscription containing the above P 

pears on the eastern wall of the nm&fcm*. At ite ^rth-east 
corner, Allouddiu’* tomb is connected by a wnU t« a i ore 
gateway surmounted by o Main* balanced on the ™ a 
cnrions' fnshiou. The tMM ^ four columns, one at each 
angle, and these rest upon, a slab, which forms the -■> 

the mb*, and which io turn is supported or-two-M 
lintels, which cross the wall at right angles. The Intel*, 
therefore, which cany all the weight of the are only 

supported on the wall at their centres, and the whole chhatru 
is biilunccd upon them. As the wall is only a span or 
fcaiMf (broad), the chhairee U called “ «k baMd ki chhatres 
{one-span chhutree). It is a constructional freak which, 
happily for the public safety, is not comnmuly employed. 

The floor of the ckltatree is already cracked, and is not 
likely to remain standing for many m ire years. The cart 
luuet have accumulated very considerably at this point, sines 
the head of the gateway is only about three feet above t e 
present ground. Probably there are some steps leading 
duwn to it, all buried in the soil. 




CHAPTER IX. 



JHE Magazine ia one of the most prominent objects in the 
Irnidficnpc fromall parts of the valley of Ajmer, 
ttf some historical importance, Its atones, were they able 
to apeak, could tell a tele of political intrigue and 
court life of one of the moat interesting periods in Indian 
hiatoiy, that in romantic interest won Id vie with the heat 
productions of its kind anywhere. 


The Magazine is a massive rectangular Structure with 
four imposing bastions at the comers, o palace in the centre, 
mid it magnificent gateway towards the west, facing the 
town. It IS said that there was a small garden surrounding 
the inner palace. A well existed between the -oijth-easi 
corner of the palace and the bastion near it. into which were 
thrown unserviceable cannon and other things in 1JJ57 A.D 
when the place was fortified in ennsequence 0 f the army 
at NsElnibad having joined the mutiny. 


An outer wall, also fortified by bastions, was bnilt round 
the building on Its west, south and north, the city wall 
serving that purpose towards the east. Between thi.C outer 
trail and the rectangular structure there wag act-omno.Hatton 
towards the north and north-west for grande** ^ (nfnis . 
tere who were in constant nttendance, and to the Wfet 
there wos an open space lor elephant fights and similar other 
amusements for the Emperor*, who witnessed them from the 
















TilR -M AiH i'i.VfE. HI- "J"111. M .lC AK1 "NKp 



















The Magazine. 


window in the gate, as also for the execution of tmtninufe. 
■Sir Thonma Boa eap in tiV journal; -At this window the 
ting aits in judgment, never refusing the poorest n J(ltl s 
complaint. Be hears ^ itli patience both parties, and some¬ 
times sees. With ICO much delight in blood, the exertion done 
by his daphaata “ 


I he ptkee or the central building, now i I5 cd 03 the 
Rajfmtatsa of khafU sandstone from the quarries 

m the town of that, name it, Murwar, except the Alto 
redstune brackets which project from the walls. and which 
have been recently restored. 


It was a Hindu 1 building in early ti raeSj rec tango for m 
b-hape, 73'-S’x&$■&' the four fftfadt# being alike tn 
aJI details. The principal features of the huildii,* #,<* the 
lo% square piling of the mandab. which occur i n the 
centre of each fagadt, and the heavy cutstotie chhnjja with it# 
in wive ornamental brackets. 


b inmate of a central hall, with four t*W on its four 

™-. two Stair™ and four small squarec-rm-r rooms. The 

™f JS 10 ftet “ bovo fl <*» '^el, hut the comer roome have 
an intermediate roof nine feet, above floor level. These four 
rooms are double-storied, 


Thi, building, the bastion® and rooms built against 
the fortified wall® between the bastions, provided * complete 
set of apartment# usually found in « pa]^ „ r tllfl M w 
Emperors, who often resided in Ajmer* 

Of the four hasti -Jis (greatest length „f each k 74') those 
to the north-east and south-east ate aimilar, c-ach providing 
the same accommodation as the other, while the other 
tw^those towards the city-are open in the centre, and 

I AmbwoltigiB*! Survey Bop^rt, VoL XXIII, pays «, 
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must have been iistd by the Erup^roi himself It is difficult, 
m the abaci ice of auy records, to de terming what portion a 
were allotted to the harem, and where the ykmal tchana 
was situated, which figures so prominently in the life of the 
Great Moghul, to w hich Sir Thomas Ron was bo often invited, 
and which he must have long remembered as the place to 
which he was summoned .me night (2nd September 1G15) 
with the picture of bi> lady-love, and there deprived of it 1 

In all probability the open porch bs wc enter the main gate 
was roofed at the time, and the large open space on tire first 
fifKsr lh us provided was enclosed and roofed for the uee 
of thn harem, which include the celebrated Nnr JnhatL 
Thr.s ulao appears probable froiu the fact that the walls of the 
open porch won- jmiTit. £ in nolnnrs, nmrkfi of which still remain, 
which could not have be .tj th- case if they had been loft ex¬ 
posed to the sun and nin, Ami the fact that those who had 
tti interview the Emperor while he wvt in the window had to 
climb up the scnfMdiri j; erected under it. also ^how& that the 
rooms on the space b-hind the window were dosed to all 
eicept the Empamr. Thai Lhe room was utilised for the 
harem is shown by the following eitract from Roes Journal:— 

^Thf kinff coinc?-■'■■try mi irEiiEiii to n window looking into a. 
plain before his gate, and bhuws him&elf to the common porok 
One day I went to attend him. Coming to the palace I found him 
at the Jharokft window* run! wr-nt op on the scaffold undei him, 

1 Thoma* Huo h Lid thewn L he pief.ure Lu I he k Hig r * pointer as a Troth 

a [ irt, Th« painter -poke tn tbi king about it id the 0 )mM jtAruja, nhsra 
bt hiul eompeway* it : i ing in • blrt iky Ofod S^pt^mbur I61&/. Jahangir 
instantly th nun cm eel R.-I- with it. It pul 1U r.M, and Ras had 

gum a tn sleep, He wai flwakened md giran tb* lung's menage, Ho tank 
two pjetnruowli.ii him. Jnfahnjrir InsUujtly iH-'ebott ihi- udb pritad 
ino«t. Jahangir «kwi inr it fti^l Km* gave il p amwenr^ " I wan m*L «i ill 
luxe with any ilung tiiM 3 w..uM refine w rotten t II» Mujcsty t I waa 
extreme elinl l« do bltxi wrrUsrt, wnl li I aould gka him ■ bull or domcm- 
■tEWtloti of [[|| ftlTwIipp, whmfa wis^ih my to tlu him hutHoEj Iwii ready 

to present \l to him. A 1 , w fa hah h* bowed to IU 0 and replied, it uaa euOfc. 
cioot; I bad fliirra, it” Ou enquiry R-,;-.' ntd I lie lady wai dead, and 
■ Tp.hu.Hff ir naklTift iijdd hrtrn ospirw »nru If tuu] return the arMst! if Ron 
r eouM r^ogniw tt fi"in Lfan mp-iet.- ■-> T, Rtm r *i J<mrml r YdL II, page 9f2* 
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which place not having -e^ii lief ore, I wm gfad of the ul-camou. 
On two treialeys atocK l eunucha with long pufas h w 1 wi with feathpra 
fanning Iijcel Ug |five many favour >. ami received many presents. 
What hi 1 bellowed be bt by n fcilk string rolled on a 

taming instrument; what wad given hint, a venerate fat 
deformed old matron* wrinkled and. hung with grimh^lle* like ati 
linage^ pulled up at a hole. With such another cW At one aide in 
a window were his fcwn principal wives, whose eunasity made 
them brenk little holes iu n Krat^ of nwd that hung before it to 
gaze on me, 1 a&w find ihdr fingers* and after faying their faces 
dose, now one am now another, sacmime I could discern the full 
proportion. They were indifferently whitr, had black hair 
smoothed tip* bat if I had no i/fchflr light their diamond* nod pearli 
had 5 uJhc 4 di to show theia. When I looked up they retired, and 
were bo merry that I auppoftcd they faughed at me, 13 

The Magazine was a fortified paWe bulk by Akbar, who 
used to visit Ajsuer frequently. Finding nosuLLablc residence 
for himself, in thr ahttoanth year of hb reign he ordered 
ooa to be built. The Tabqati-Aibari, a contemporary 
history, says:— 

" Akbar left Agra on 6th Rabfctl Akbb AH. 97S (157143 
A. D.)* and after staying twelve days at Futdipur Sikri, cams to 
Ajmer, Hero ho ordered that a strong and durable wall be built 
mind Ajmer and a magnificent palace constructed for his awn 
residence. Tho Amirs Khans ami attendant* at the court vied 
with one another in erecting build kg- Hm Majesty distributed 
villages and fan (fa attached to the A jmer Ad fmiufft ration amongst 
lust Auura, to enable I Ju-ju to pay the. expenditure on new 
braidings,* 

The city wall and the pafaec took three yen ra to build. 
The Afekn-ua m*i mys that wht-n iho Emperor came to Ajmer 
the following y viu he Lj.-sjk.cLe4 the work acid expressed his 
Bali r fact ion with the progress made, 

Akbar never stayed lung in Ajmer, though he ™ited it 
oftennr thnn any of his successor*,' Bdmg engaged in con¬ 
quering and consolidating hia duminkua, be could never stay 
long in one pface, and had constantly to be moving about the 
country, Hfa son and successor, Jahangir, a prince ot more 
peaceful disposition, attracted partly by the remarkably 
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until ml beauty of Ajmer and partly in order to direct the cnm- 
against the Mnh iranA of Udaipur* stayed here for three 
yeara, the longest period that any ruler of India has ever 
stopped in Ajmer. 

Shah Jahnn f with the eye of jia Artist, saw the superb 
beauty of the Ana Sagar fc and had apartments built for 
himself mi its embankment; and during his visits to Ajmer 
ftfLet he became Emperor he resided there, ns appears from 
an account of the visit to Ajmer given by his favourite 
daughter, Jfthiui An Begusi. in her book Mu n I A mak. 
She fcays^- 

,E By g*iod fortune I directed my eour&o to the sacred town erf 
Ajmer to attend on ray venerable father, and remirinrd on the way 
from the Ihth Shubiin to 7t.li Ifarnzan 11. 1053 (10*3 A tV), when 
1 set my f'KJt in the palace- on the bank of the Ana Sagar Lake 
(^/L-UI ^ uUia y 

The austere Aumtjgzeb, whose two important visits to 
Ajmer were in con election with important wars* and who 
perhaps nm never m uncomfortable in his life ah on these 
two occasions, chose this fortified building far his residence 
during the rebellion of Prince Akhar. 

There is no record to show that any additions or alterations 
were madi- to this* building by Jahangir, Shah Johan, Aiirang- 
zeb or their Rajput successors till Ajmer came into the pos¬ 
session of the iLo hiatus, The iliirhatta Governor took up 
hiss residence in lIies Fort anti altered the central palace Lo suit 
his requirements. It was most probably then that a Immdori M 
affkS" x 21'-!#^ probably the nmhcrnmoMt marble pavilion, 
wa& removal from the Ann Sugar emhciokmeut mu l put upon 
the root of the main to the north of the western bastion and 
med as a temple, by which designation it fa still known. 
The English followed the Marhnitas in ISlfl A.D., and while 
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the District Officers look up tbeir residence m the marble 
him for its on the Ana SagiirLuke, they converted this forti- 
fitiJ palace into au um-nul, and .is sneh it remained up to 
l A.D.; hence the? name Magazine by which it j.^ uuiver- 
s;illy known. Ju i 857 AD., however, when the great mutiny 
bmk- uut, and the farces at NasirabiuJ rebelled, the 
Europeans in Ajmer took refuge in the Magazine and 
fortified it. 1 ho originaj entrance in the outer wall 
between the bastions in front of the Xnyu Bus ir was eluted up, 
cnniJtm wore mounted on those has toms, rind a temporary 
epeuittg made for egress and ingress iu the wall further south, 
which still stands near tile Veterinary Hospital As daily 
worship con Id nut ha carried on in the Hindu marble 
temple, the idol was removed to the temple of Lmniioariinji, 
near the Agra gate, where it is a til l kept and worshipped. 

In 1863 AD. the arsenal was removed and the TtihsjlJoi 
of Ajmer installed in the pedate which hod been the reside u&; 
of the mighty Akbur. 

In 1003 A.D, the Tahaildur and his office ware shifted 
to a bastion and the central palace restored as feu- as possible 
to its original state, consistent with its Use ai a Museum 
of Antiquities, at a cost of Ra. 66,£60, The main gate wav, 
84 feet long and 43 ft, wide, too, has been repaired at a cost of 
Ra, 5,853. 

TIiq Rajput Etna. Museum —The establishment of a 
Central Museum id Antiquities for Rajput aim was sanctioned 
by the Government of India in January 1008, and in March of 
that year, Pandit Gauri Shunter Ojhn was appointed curator. 
He set to work to collect exhibits, and in the course of a tour 
lasting two-and-n-half month*, he codec ted sufficient m a to rial 
to admit of tbs opening of the Museum, by the Honourable 
E. G, Colvin, C.y.I.. Agent to the Governor-General Riy- 
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putanu, on 101h October 1008, In the* present of a number 
of Native Chitdk Daring llie fchroL- years that it lias been 
in existence, the Museum has marie very rapid progress and 
now c-ujiUins about 40 stone and 13 copperplate inscriptions, 
a few hundred coins, and about 300 images and sc nipt area. 

The inscriptions refer to the Famw p Pariha^ Sisodia, 
Chohan, Solan khi and other Eajpnte. the oldest atone inscrip¬ 
tion dating as far hack as 025 A.D, and the copperplate* 
G43 A D. These inscriptions are of great importance in 
the study of the history of Bajpntana, Malwa and GiajraL 

The coins in the Muse sun range foam he fare the third 
century B.Q to the nineteenth. There are in the collec¬ 
tion, Bactrian cuin_i as well as Hun, Khahitrap, the imperial 
Gupta, Chohan p Yadava f Kulchuri, Rathor, Puthan, Mogh;d 
and the present Native State coitus. 

The oollection of sculptures mud images is excellent. 
Amongit old images there are those of Brahma, Vishnu, 
Mab&deva, Stirya, Devi, Indra, KLiber, Yama, Lakhsbml, 
Buddha. Saraswati* Du rgu*’—all illustrative alike of the Jain 
and Hind mythology and of Indian an, 1 


1 An icte™tsiij( fuel hr-inglu In light by tllfl hni^Hp " j f .Surya ami not 
kD^wti, in ihe u m ]«v lJin<lLii of thu w.irri-ir claan in uld J*ys p 
of liaug booi# v^ry similar u> of thw prettml diy r 
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CHAPTER X. 



0NE of the most beautiful sights of Ajmer, illustrative alike 
of the beauty of itg natural seen-iy and ir.9 historical 
associations is the Ghnshma, or, as it was mined by Lhe 
Emperor Jahangir, thi Nut Ohashma. It ia a volley to 
the west of the historic fortress of Tavmgnrh ; and possessing 
as it does all the lovely features of beautiful mountain 
scenery, it was from the earliest times a place where 
the more prosperous of the residents of Ajmer boi!t them¬ 
selves pleasure houses, and to which all went for pleasure 
and sporL 


The Chashma proper is the place bounded or the north 
by the Chuuvaadu FTill, on the east by the Taragarb Hill, on 
the west by the hills of Ajaipal, and on the south by the bill on 
the south-eastern slope of which stand the tombs of Tagha 
and Targbon. The valley to the east narrows down to a poas 
between two high hills called the Chaifonn ki gal at the 
entrance to which stand the rain* of Jahangir's palace. This 
serpentina valley winds round the rugged Tirag&rh Hill 
towards the south-went and ends 1 amidst hillocks, the scene of 
the famous battle of Ajmer, fought in 1859 A.B. k which sealed 
for ever Lhe fate of the accomplished but unfortunate Darm 
Shiknh, the rightful heir of Shah Julian* and placed on the 
throne Atinmgzeb, the hist Moghul Emperor of India, 

The name by which this place was originally known h one 
of the secrets of history which time or eircumetences may yet 

CbutLa^kh 1 * lm4t M WAM 3oii*trael$d hm to fa-na tbe 
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unfold In pre-Jnhungirday&iti was known, to tho M chain s- 
dtins oh the I'lr-iL?.- where Hnfiz Jamal* the daughter of Ithwujri 
Mninuddin f^hiahti, liv- d fr>r some time as a religion & recluse* 
When Jahangir came to Ajmer in 1614 A.D,, ho built * 
hurj ting palace here and christened the- place JT ur -Chashvm 
(springof light), after his own nom^Nur-uddin (light of Faith ) 

The earliest relic nf any histone or archneolngica] import¬ 
ance standing m the Chas-hmii (besides the insignificant 
celler on the western ?ide of the southern spur of the Turn.- 
gnxh Hill, pointed out os the place where Jamal BMit. the 
pi 1 da ugh t er o f Kh weiJ a M n in udJ in pa ms ed d ays of devo Li ■ \ ei 
fttul prayer) in the massive tiiifiniuhL-t! water lift built 
by Tbio Maldevik of Marwitr, who conquered Ajmer from 
the Gmjrat governor ol the place in 1 535 X.D> The 
lift uas to consist of a chain nf towers one overlooking 
the other, and water was to he raised from tha Chashnm 
tt3 the fort of Taragnrfn 1 The work* however, mis never 
finished; only three links of the chain were made. But 
they still stand as solid as on ike dny they wero buiH, 
though nearly 400 years have passed, and they have never 
been repaired. The construction of the lift also shows that 
the Chashma was then it perennial! spring of water. 

Tt was. however, Jahangir who appreciated tho beauty of 
the place, and ns he lived in Ajmer for nearly three years 
(1H1 4 to 1016 A D.) he built a palur* here, Liuri osil a garden, 
eiuistrnctrd ranks mid generally improved the place. The 
Emperor him id f thus duacxifws the place in his celebrated 
Tusaki Jukmigiii :— 

i4 Near (he town of Ajmer there in a beautiful voile? or 
In it them is a spring of sweet water, and tLi^ water is oxctiLbut 
and better than the water of any other place in Ajmer. This 

. * Sj>c*lebg L or MiMavn, ColoaeT Tod up Ji FTa sUq cM tjh.nl butEon 

sn fr'irh Uttih rCitiuJ--! af Ajmerfc tailed the K-i Hurt, tuiil ihow*il Li. itLU 
Uj 1 1 yi I ran lira by c la.- n'hQilf uncinij <j % wheel Lu bring mtlar ml® Lku fort 
and of -Rojo . VuL II h puge l^ r 
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valley and Bp ring are owned After OttSz J ffTft ft l WhenX went 
them I ordered that a fionao suitable to this place be biult In 
one year, that building was** nicely built that people do not speak 
of n rimilor building anywhere ehe, The iumjus built a large 
water nvoir there, add took th* water into this talk by 

a fountain. The w ,l ter in the ftmntwn risK 13 yards* and the 
tank in 40 by 40 yartla, and there is a nice da&m on the edge of 
the tank. Similarly, above it* where Lb ere are the hike and the 
spring, there ire suitable chambers and pimping a|iftrtiiieEitr-, plea¬ 
sing AT 3 tl chllightful. Some of them are ill uminatetl and ado rat'd with 
picture hy masters and eiptutn in the art of painting. I desired 
that a name should bo given to it having &urrtfc> connection with my 
lirimev hence I named it Chtwhma-i'JS ur. Tbe only drawback in 
this Chafihma ia that it is not within the town, nor situated 
on u high wav. General I v on Thursdays aod Friday* 1 I live 
benv In aceordmico with nay wihb, thy post composed verses 
t., give the dabs -f it 4 construction by tbe numerical valuei of 
the Letters in I he words tmed, Saudai Gilnni Zargabasb imi 
cleverly brought ont the date (H» 1033 5*1614 A-P.} in the 
following excellent: line:— 

E Maiial Shah KbB-UD DiN Jahasgii 1 
(Pal nm of the King Hur-ud-dui Jahangir), I ordered that 
this bo inscribed on a stone and the stone died over the arch 
of the lower building/ f 

The line fl Mahal Shnh Nur-ud-din Jahangir M is the hmh of 
Lhe H lines orjmixi&f d by the above-named poet, and they still 
stand inscribed on the summit of the arch (vault) of the Arfan. 


The inscription is still freah, and is familiar to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Ajmer, who know by it that the ruin* were once the 
palace of Jahangir. 

The fallowing Lines ore engraved on three pieces of nmrble 
stone;— 


jjtnj n 

u- j j 

jJ JJ V T 

jU&j ^JUj 1-ij.b 

—7*^ L j*)rjy i>« 

1 Jabtngi? mnntLimfi In ihr I'm 

■rrilmi of Aur CAnJimo. 

117 


i jiS (It J j| ilL 

j- uH }■> 

jy ijj 

ls; 1 * j 1 J l - <»*3 

4i) lyi 1 jy **“t 
a j r*J tA - * 31 j*J 0 
tk that be killed & tiger En thi 
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auntsHigh ii bis Forttiiio j He ii tin*, n f tka 

** " ,,lU i a L c . d ]? tho r0D, ' r [s "f p»te. Saht 

Of King AkKdr; Luiperor time, Kilt£ Jmhjwgir A* Ln ^ 

■pnpgt fratn Ins favimr, *iil w Itoflin N? 0 n ^lM T f £? 

“^J nr SlOMk) TLv Emptirur m[tied 1 1 Omehnii i "v* J? ‘ S?* 

w.Ui=r mI l L m dfinTod It! hum it, Ii L fie- tnilb * -IT # ^ * 

“"«■ Qi ^ ting, tinder Lh. orfen ** to* JE?^ 

Inulchn* Lannb til ft Ckvhma.i-Jnr bumii n,* «rt la ™htnr M * w m 

as It win rmiiMtined ^ hn jnL^j , tlt orMnsen* n f Lit* imilrt, 

jiL"^ ^ - “»• "fi'i&ffaass 

With the aid of field glasses one is able to read on the W 
piece the name of the engraver of the inscription, as “Abdulla," 

Str Th-imfLi Rue, who was in Ajmer in !C16 AD*, thus 
describes the pkee in his Journal ■_- 

“Tho 1 st of March 0616 AD ) I iv„!« f„ , 

pleasure of the lung's, given him by W Khnl i ! 14 *“ of 

Ajmer* but betweeS mghty 

H scar** any way mm it; tl* foundation cat, out oi thZ . ] 
sonse n"n-mti tfm rest nf fivp n n* i i ’ , 1 UI tJnom and 

fiSLuSSSSSsSSS 

5* tDOUieyB thflt WgC^5 

of RV r?T7 T 1 tn be SG - n ’ ™? Pc] *"y "*r the 0WH« 
! f B,bl b!lt ' tllc and the founts W e 

disappeared ; and of the tanks only one remains, and that is f„ 
ftmu—an nrtagun.il tank in f r ,nt of the dalan cut out 0 f 
a rook spoken of above. A stairs leads to the r w r u f 
bis dabm and two rooms (also dalan*) stand separated 

‘, a bf ^ d *“***& for w * tw which falls into the tank 
befow. These dulan* are of red stone. That towards the 

7? 17" < ** mn ** IQ *■** and one towards the 

wb-T e ' J b6re WaB " ,firble r !flstefS ^ inside the daLan 
whtch was decorated in colon*, marte ,f which still remaiti 
HE?4r the enstern door 

b»tW ^ „bb»fcd Ernp„„ 

1 Sir Thant* fto*** JnurmU* V&I fj, 

JIB 
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The western pari of this structure is in a dilapidated 
condition* itud though the support to the Hotel of the western 
opening has long disappeared, 

M * Self poised, the top atone setuxiB to rock 
But ftijt-H pqjtt have Been it mock 
The winter's atonn or earthquake's shock. If 

The southern dattm is in a better state of prefer- 
TJiti'iTi, and reminds the visitor of ihe old dap when the 
famous Slur Julian and Jahangir, Hitting in these ddkmx 
enjoying the beautiful scenery around them, and breathing the 
air heavily laden with the sweet smell of mountain flowers 
watched the water fill over the roof of the dabm below 
into the octagonal tank. 

Further down the valley, on Lne hill to the west, there are 
the tombs of Tagba and Targhan, commonly called Taga and 
Toga, who are said to have been slain by the Hindus during 
the reign of QuLukiid-din Aibak, or at some subsequent 
period* There m nothing of importance about, these and the 
other tombs there, except that at one time the place appears 
to have been inhabited- Excavations have discovered big 
ear then puts in the neigh hour hood of ill is place, all found 
buried with the mouth downwards. 

The Chashnm valley widens a little towards the end* and 
at its mouth them an two or three small hillocks commanding 
the entr&nea to the valley* It was hem that the historic bat tie 
between HlUu Shikeh nod Anrangzeh w as fought. The hillock 
oa which Dare. Shikoh planted Ins artillery still commands 
the entrance to the valley, and the ruins of battlements 
and entrenchments defended by his generals, Shah Nawaz 
Khi-sn, Feroz, Mewat! and Mustafa Khan, as well as the 
remains of the fortifications thrown across the hills, and which 
arc fully described in chapter XIV, may 8 til I be seen. 
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These picturesque hilts, which hare witnessed political 
convnlsiona. which at one time altered the course of history; 
seen dynasties of tings come and g-j like spring and autumn 
leaves; which have seen proud rulers of men like V ladders, 
Prithviruj, Akhnr fttul Aurangaeb, appear and disappear 
before the irresistible bluets of doom, leaving little trace of 
their triumphs, at ill stand quiet, mocking the puny efforts of 
man to impose his will on those forces which a Higher Power 
employs to roar and destroy empires, rocen and civilizations, 
in furtherance of His own insure table design. 
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CHAPTER XI 



^TU£ Mayo College-/the Eton of India," 1 wsus established in 
^ 1875 AJ). h and,to use the words of Bis Excel feney Lord 

Sliiyop ii ^aWoted exclusively to the education of the sons of 
the Chiefs Princes find leading Thakurs oJ Ihjputftnii," 1 It 
ia the premier institution of its kind in India, and takes the 
lead of all other Rajkumar Colleges in unportimoe, size and 
magnifies nee > and a-tracts students fruco the Punjab, Bengal, 
Central India, Madras and Hyderabad (Deccan-) 

Surrounded on ail sides by Indian States, Ajmer is 
naturally the right place for an institution like the Mayo 
Col lege. B ardly twelve years hod passed si nee the mm caption 
hv the iSoveriMgn of England of the Of Own of India, when 
Col. C, K> M. Walter, the Agent to the Governor-General, Raj* 
pntUMi put on record ihe- necessity of founding an inatitutiun 
for the tmimlEj and education of the sans of the mtistocracy 
■ if this country, The idea was taken up by Government, 
and His Excellency Lord Mayo held a Durbar at Ajmer, 
on 22nd October 1870, when he unfolded the -scheme before 
the assembled princes and thakurs of ELajpufcaE* and invited 
subscription*. Nearly 6 lakhs (afterward* raised to 7 lakhij 
were promised in response to the appeal* 

The Government undertook to construct the College 
building untl ti onset* fur the Principal usid the Bead Master, 
in addition to a boarding-house lor the boh 3 of the 

1 Bhmring* M*yo Culisge, V*A- I., [wise l, 

»ibiu, pa« il 

m 







Mnyo College 


fotimrard-irs of Ajmer; and the various Status were asked 
to build for their own pupils oupanu-e hoarding-houses. 

In 1871 AJ>., land measuring 167 acres wbb taken up 
and turned into the College Park, Active work on buildings, 
however, was not began till 1873 jLD., when the Principal s 
residence, and the Head Master's house and boarding-houses 
began to be constructed The College building was not taken 
in band till July, 1877 A,D,, and was finished in February 1885. 
The abuses, however, were opened in 1875 A.D. in the old 
Residency Bungalow which stood on the site of the park, and 
Colonel Sir O. St-. John was appointed the first Principal of 
the College, 

The College Park has been greatly extended recently, and 
an a»iM 2 C designed by Sir Swinton Jacob, almost ms large as 
the original building, baa been added to tbs College, which 
waa the design of Major Mint. 

The Mayo College is a resident ini CUb-ge, Is is governed 
by a Council consisting of Bis ExcelWcy the Viceroy (pre¬ 
sident), the Honourable the Agent to tho Governor General, 
Raj pu tana(Vice-president^, mid the Principal of the Mayo 
College (Secretory* The Chiefs of Bajputanfi and such Chiefs 
of places outside Bombay, Punjab or the North-West Frontier 
Province as may have paid Rs. 10.00(1 to a Kajkuinar College 
and are nominated by His Excellency the Viceroy; the 
Honourable the Agent-Governor General fur Central India; 
Com mi s»i on or of Ajmer; the In spec tor‘General of Imperial 
Service Troops, and five Political Officers from Rajpu- 
tana, and one from Central India; the Joint-Secretary 
to the Government of India in the Educational Depart¬ 
ment; and such other persons as HU EvenIIentry the 
Viceroy may boo lit to nominate, are the members of the 

CotLUoi 
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Thert is alio* Working Committee consisting of ten Chiefs 
elected by ballot. and ft Political Officer from Central Indii, 
the Commissioner of Ajmer king e*4$do President, The 
members serve for two yearn and Eire eligible for re-election. 

The College staff consists of the Principal, the Tice- 
Principal, two English nnd eight Indian teachers, 

The curriculum docs not conform, to that prescribed by 
nny University; it has been food to suit the requirements 
of the class of students that come W the College. Cricket, 
football, tenuis nod physical drill are compulsory, hor 
worship, there is a small Hindu temple outside the College 
Park for boys; and a mosque is attached to one of the houses 

The College Park is situated at a distance of abont two 
miles from the Post Office, to the south-east of the town, 
on an elevation of about 1,570 feet above sea level. 

The College building and tli boarding-houses with the 
exception of the Jaipur, TCiishuiir and Hatbwu Houses, ore 
arranged in the form of a bwe-shw, with the College in the 
middle of the hose The College is a magnificent buihlmg in 
unpolished white marble which is found near the city of 
Ajmer, with bands of black introduced at intervals. The ftra- 
placea in the various rooms are of polished marble of different 
colours also obtained from the district. The style of 
archit ecture in what is called the □ indu-Saracenic, The total 
cost of thebuilding was nliout six lakhs of rupees. 

In the centre is a splendid Hall, (iff X 40’ x37 i', beauti- 
fidly coloured in oils and richly decorated by Mr. 
Freyberger. In the roof are introduced two staked glass sky- 
lights. The design on one copied from the banner of His 
Highness the TUnkarwia of Udaipur represents the Sun, and 
the other the Moon. These arc emblematic of the Solar and 
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Lunar races to which the Rajput* belong. An Birtistie Cluck 
Tower BurtnounU the building. I t b 127 foot high from the 

ground, with HJ3 stops leading from the Hoar-level to the 
Clock Chjimber. 


In front of the main entrance of the College building an 
n pedestal six feet high, stands a grand statue, in Carrara 
marble, of Lard Mayo in the robes of the Grand Muster of the 
Order of the Star of India, the work of Mr, Mnble. The statue 
cv»t Rs. 14,488-13-3 in all. Besides the houses of tbs 
Principal, the Vice-Principal and two Ennopeau masters 
there are 12 boarding houses, u fine pavilion commanding 
the play-grounds, presented by HR the Maharaja of Bikaner, 
and a Bonn terrain (Hegregntiun ward) and nurses quarters, 
the gift of ILH the Alahnrao of K . Ukh. 


The following is the list of the principal buildings in the 
College Park r— 


Th# Col]ftgB. 

Ttia Frtncipa]'jj House, 

The Vice-Pri ncipals Houip P 
T wo HiniBi far F. u mpp n n MaBten- 
The Jaipur Hoiua 
The Udaipur House, 

The Kotah House. 

The Jodhpur Hoqjia 
The Bikaner House. 

The A]war HViuse, 

Tko Bh^ratpur House, 


Hie Jhaleiwar House. 

The Ajmer Houso. 

Tlie Tcakk House. 

The K ^liDoir Hou&e. 

The II iirhwii House. 

The Bikaner Fhiviiio-ti. 

The Alwar Gate. 

The DL^petiBarT end OverieePfl 
Quarters, 

The Kotah Banatariinn end 
rfttraes J Quarters. 


The boarding-houses are bpt up by the different State* 
at an expense of about R& 16,800 a year. The students live 
at their own expense or aL the expense of the State to which 
tlmy^belcmg. 


m 
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* 

MINOR SIGHTS. 

L 


| # —THE BAD5HAHI BUILDINO* 


X^EBftdshahi Building was originally a Hindu building, 
to which vcrandaha were after wards Added As it stands, 
it is a structure of the early Mnghal period, wit bout any pro- 
tenlion r-onrchiLectimd beauty, and is similar to the Palace 
in the Magazine in its style and the materials need, that, both 
appear to be uf the same period* The two are "very 
similar in size and almost precisely flimikr in detail." 1 The 
pillars, bracket* anil chhtlju* of the Badtshahi Building agree 
in almodt every particular with Git&TiF at the 1 afifiil- 

The bnildiog was pot intended to contain a tomb, nod it never 
contained one, A heap of debri* in a cor nor of a room is 
noiv being wrongly pointed t<« o& a tomb* Nowhere do we find 
a tomb existing in mi insignificant comer of a room in a build¬ 
ing expressly built ay a mausoleum, Moreover, m Mr. Nickells 
snya: " The existence of two elaborately-carve si balconies—one 
up the north, the other on the no nth Hide nf one of the 
chambers—teem to indicate that the building waa intended 
far habitation." And when we remember, as is recorded in the 
Tabkat-i-Akbmi, that in 1870 A.D. the Emperor Akbar built 
the Daubit Kh itia. -if., the Magazine, and "his Amirs, Khsns 
and other attendants nt the Court vied with one another in 


1 1,1 Tha similarity betwEL'u Lh* two baildinga Li mu reniftritiblfl th»t 
thero i* am grin far (Mtoring tHfi Jinul uulj dotiblful 

fra i Lira Id iJm Tfthhil to HI ft to K Ulb DunrcapudSiii^ part oi I tin Slulikahi GiiUd- 
Annual Proyrtu Mepwt*J fMJncACTdZfty™! Suri'fy, yorlhcttt Oirrfe, 

At sm AI> 

m 
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erecting buildings, and that His Majesty distributed village* 
and Lands attached to the Ajmer Administration amongst hia 
Amirs to enable them to pay the expenditure on new 
build mgs/ we can safely infer that this building, recently 
christened ip The Badshahi Building iF for warn. of a more 
iignifioant name, was built or converted by one of Akbark 
Amirs for hit* residence. 

The building is situated in the Naya Bazar, not far from 
the Magazine. It is set back some twelve feet from the street 
and is above the street level The verandah anil the main 
room are roofed with Pokhmwas grey si one slabs, supported 
by a scries oi K bn too and Agra imL-stone square pi I Jure, with 
Agra cut-stone brackets supporting a heavy efthoja round the 
building, whiuh in sun miutod by un urnttnv'ntal cut-stone 
parapet. The entrance is through the east verandah, and 
thence into a square chamber nxifed by a dome supported 
on pendenrives arid arches turned .across the angles of 
the square, Immediately behind this chamber on the 
west side of it is the room in which the balconies occur, 
Bupported on fnur moulded brackets corbeled out frnra the 
ni>rth and u th w wl h. Th h chain be r T too, has a d ■ mi i t nl rnoF f 
while the two smaller roofm . n ei ther side of it h tve vaulted 
csilings. In all four chambers t here are truce* of painted pat- 
trrnH on the plastered walk, which arc of time masonry, and 
phiatened three to fonr indies inside and outside with numer¬ 
ous shekea and niches, decorated with coloured edging and 
dado, aim[lar to those under the main gateway of the Magazine, 
There are three staircases in the thickness of the west walk of 
the thrr-e rooms to the west of the central chamber, two of 
which lead to the upper Boors of the smaller side chambers. the 
Boor level of which is the same as that of the galleries in the 
chamber between them, while the third staircase leads up to 
the roof of the building. The mu/ip of concrete I flat), hut the 
portion over the two larger chamber*! is higher than that over 
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tht- verandahs, smJ there is no sign >-'f l he domed tellings on 
the roof above, the raised roof over them being also flat — 
another sign that the building never contained a tomb* The 
building seems to have undergone further additions during 
the time of the Marhittua, and wm latterly used as a 
municipal godown, the front portion being used as a reading 
room and library. It was restored in 1906-9 A.D, at a cost of 
Rs. 22,790. 


ii.—TOMBS OF ABDULLA KHAN AND HJS WIFE. 

The tomb of Abdulla Khan in nn ordinary building of the 
lutur Moghai type, and is situated on the Beawar road- It 
is a square, the sides measuring about 35 foot At. the four 
corners are piers wj th halt columns uj ■ 11 two of their sides. The 
columns are octagonal, end with the exception of the interior 
ol the dome over the centre, which ia plastered, the whole 
structure is of unpolished white marble. 'T he building stands 
on a platform surrounded by a plinth about three feet above the 
ground level Bet ween the cn 1 umus are h c avily-cusped arches, 
and the ceiling between the outer mid the inner squares 
is tLat, being formed of long slabs of marble, 1 he tomb is 
in the centre of uti inner square, at the four corners of which 
arc smaller piers and hall columns, with (lisped arches between 
them. 

The tomb is said tfl be of Abdulla Khan, commonly 
called Miya Khan, 1 a resident of Bam in the United 
Provinces, and father of Husein ALi Khan, the Minister of 
King Eumikh Say or (1712-1719 AJ),l 

In 1701 A.D.- Abdulla Khan built a mosque, which 
still standi behind tho tomb, laid out a garden (as is 

1 ElM'i Hutary of India. Vul. VII, pijp SOS, 

!3L 
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shown by the m&ariptian on the jlfofcrab), built a waterchannel 
from the Ana Sugar to fchi* gaoler., and ha wile's tom Ik and 
enc Wed all by a wiill having a gateway which a till stands 
blocked up to the north of Alhirafcha k Son's shop. After 
his death, hia tomb wiLfi built by bis -> HiiBein AIL Khan 
in 17 lo A.D.„ a Oder the superintendence of Hl Jay mullah 
Kliwaja&um. Opposite to it p and separated from U by the 
road and a recently-built white atone gateway, iy the tomb of 
Abdulla Khan’s wife m polished white marble, which p though 
ttmill in yet in elegancy purity of design and workman¬ 
ship, equals the best buildings existing anywhere, Air. 
Garrick, the AwaLint A return logical Survey or of India sap; 
" I found .in exquiniteljilpiurcd t-tab of white marble; the 
perforated acreena surrounding the sarcophagus of this tomb 
are equal in workman-hip io anything 1 have seea T and the 
marble is of the finest quality,* 1 

in plan, thie mausoleum is a quadrangle of aides or 

00in circuit, standing upon/i marble platform 4 , -6J' 1 high 
and measuring 12S‘ in circuit* The quadrangle constats of n 
small court containing the tomb, enclosed by marble jali 
screens wifc-h a parapet and tfuldasta* \ pinnacles), hnt without 
any root U is B-o J high above the pluLf^nu and 13-11^' 
above the ground. TJie platform had a balustrade, as 
is evidenced by Lhe mu takhi hole* which still remain, 
although the balustrade has now disappeared, 


sli-—HATH! BflrMA, 

This is a Hindu temple and i ,; situated on (ho Imperial 
rood m front of the VioburU Ounaiml HoquinL .Since the 
advent of the railway, ruotn-3 have been built nil nr round in 

1 Eurtoj BaptifL Idf ia&344 # pa^e 47* 
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Thin phuv MiipVLi-s in time to hare come bo lw known iia 
CtilLi -Sal il r Qhazi p in tin- same w.lj ru the cull of Soonda. 
Fakir has come to be ejdted Pima Rr or BaijU Fir, The 
place baa been greatly improved during the last 10 yeans 
by tsew additions. 3 


viL—CHILLA QUTAB SAHIB 

This Li situated near the Ana Sugar embankment, opposite 
the western en| ranee to the conservatory h and ie said to be the 
place whsre Khwaja Qntbttddm Bn kb l iar Kaki, the disciple 
of Khwaja Muinuddin Chi.-h Li need, during his visits to his 
preceptiT j-L Ajmer, to pass Ins time in devoLion. Khwnja 
Qkitbuddin lived and drod in Delhi in H. 631 i 1237 AJX)" 
to 1775 A-D-, Mmilvi Shunauddiu, a disciple of M&tilvi 
Fakhamddin of Delhi, built a naosrpie with a domed roof here. 
In the Diurtyanl, at a lower level than the mom]ue g is an 
fmdo&ure containing the tomb oi Uohntntnrid Shah Khan, an 
officer of Amir Kb a a, Nawab of Tank, Mohaiuinad Khnn p 
the deputy of Mulnkinuiad 'Shah Xbau. built ti mosque: here in 
1824 A D. 


Yllh—CHILLA KHWAJA SAHIB 

On the way to the Hindu temple of Kkcbra BKtmon, 
neat 1 the Am Sugar Cihati T j* n building called the Chilk 
Khwajrt Sahib, It is said that the Khwaja on Ins arrival at 

Ajmer took up bis nWh.it thin place and resided here 

till he moved to the place where be lies buried. For 4‘M 
yeara a coll and a Jhtl alone blab marked tbk place an 
associated with the Khwaja, In ]628 A.1),, Uuukt Khim f 
a relation of Mubabut Ktuw p Subedit uf Ajmer, built 

1 Thi “nnnnori|»v &™hjrl ( >f =. jrin t &bout lUfiO A.D+, whikt 

in^httwupg like itiniiT HaJiiO *rM L'hilln Finm fir, nutkef nn m gr turn of thi i 

pilM. 

* Tinkb* Foriibta h VoL II, patio im. 

IS! 
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a s nail endosuro and paved the tioor, 1 During the last 
ten years, the henmtago has been extended by the Addition 
of new bui [dings. 

la—KHOURA QflBROON. 

This is a Hindu temple of Bheroon, and ia situated in 
a very (flctureflqutt phut at the head of the An* Sugar, and 
commands an excellent view nf the lake and the Duotat Bagh. 

It if one id oldest pinery in Ajmer; and Jnbrui Ara Begum, * 
in her account of KJivvaja iluinuddin, mentions that the 
Khuaja on bis arrival at Ajmer lock up hi* reiddence 
Hear this emple. She and th*. MiJ>-.difian writer* generally 
call th-- Uhoroon, . “ Sbnduleva rt (marriage god has it h cua- 
t - : -,ry with Hindu bridegrooms to visit this temple with their 
be ides after ihe conclusion of Llie marriage ceremony. 

The sigmficimee of this name b peculiarly interesting- 
Kkohm is a llarwnri lem meaningmiscbievoiiH and Bberoon 
is a god. Tt-idiLiuU hm it that unless a newly-married 
couple promptly proceed to pay their respects to him, this 
naughty gud will play some prank to disturb their domestic 
felicity. 


x.-BAPUGARH. 

On the HU called Bapugarh, to the left side of [he Pli&hkar 
Road a* 1 - the Ana Sugar Ghftti (puga}, is sihiated sC temple 
ol Bhemoiyi The hill .tppuirs to have derived its name Onm 
Hap 11 Sindbiyi r the lost jWtiuttft Sabedir of Ajmer ( 1010-18 
AJX). A bsg Hindu fair t ik-a place here on Suwan Sod 
3rd, every year, 

xl—BAJRANCJ GARH- 

Thia bill ia situated at the head of the Ann Sugar Luke, near 
the water weir. It coin man da a beautiful view of the valley of 

1 An Imcriti'Min nf 6 v*r«i m lk<5 ifu t uiy^thwit wru pat tip during 
th» tim® cd *b*h Juki* by Ebukt Khirn in U UfJ7 (I to A .If \ 
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where Hindu pilgrims'to Pusbkar, ft m3 other* stay And take 
r«t. It is sailed the Hath. Mato (elephant stone) beciuM 
the image is shaped like an elephant in a sitting post 1 ire 
It appears to have been a rock jutting uli: t the earth, flml 
the Emperor Jahangir had it shaped like an elephant. Th<- 


couplet— 


*-V *h M orf 


engraved cm the right aide of the 11 Elephant Stone gives 
the date of its construction nfl IdlS A.I *. (0, 1022> 


tv*—BADA P1R. 

P fl.U Pit is ei tun ted on the northern spur of the Tirugarh 
Hi!!, just above the D rgftb and is a most prominent 
sight of Ajmer* The place is of recent origin, A hundred 
nnd fifty years ago it was a bare rock. A Mussulman fakir, 
nniu-d Bnondft, who lived in the mins of a morchttl (entrench¬ 
ment) of the fort of Tamgaxh, is said to have gone from 
Ajmer tit Baghdad, and on his. return brought with him a 
hiiek from n building in Liu Dorgnh of Pinin Hr there. At 
his death (about 1770) he a-ked that the brick might be 
buried with his remains. This was done. One Sheikh Madon 
put up a small building there, and as the situ commands a 
good view of the city of Ajmer people began to Frequent it, 
an-l the place became known ai* the CJutlxt of Pi ran Pir 
(Ohuns-ul-Azam). During the time of Simhhuji, the Mar- 
hftUn Governor of Ajmer (1770-73 A D ), the village of 
Makhupura was given a# an endowment to the pWc. 
Jainshed Khan, an officer of Amir Khan the first Kuwab of 
Tonk, built the <lafo n* facing the ntuth, Asghnr All, 
tfniuuit of the place, builL the present domed structure and 
the mosque raid paved the courtyard. His gnecMur, Hakim 
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IrsLail Ali, built h reservoir for wator near the entrance gate 
iiifi A Jm'an, am I generally improved the pluoi in 1U59 AD. ■ 

v.—MADAR SAHIB. 

Tins iM situated on the MncW Hill, to the east of the city 
of Ajmer. It was originally Q Jit in monaatry of Jamau $ati, 
the chhatri raised over whose remain* still atnnda. It is said 
tltat one Say ad Badindtlie.ii/ tit* Shah Murlor.piisHtd some time 
in devmitm ,it this place, and that he utbi wards migrated to 
Mukunpur, near Kanaiij. There is a tree near the nhhulri 
Whieh is called “ the gram tree," because its leaves resemble 
the loaves of the gmm phut. The pW i* unpretemioua, 
but its position on the summit of the hill, which is about 
TOO feet high, makes it a prominent object in the landscape, 
The date of the original Hindu iiiounstry or nf the present 
Vhilhi is unknown; hut it appears that the present somll 
domed building was put up some time during the Mughal 
nils in Ajmer. The hill is mentioned in Fatix/h Atamgiri 
as jtfudur Danger, 


vt—SALAR QHAZI. 

A small domed building on ft ctdiabatm cunlniuuign tomb, 
on the summit of the bill to the right of the m.,d to Pushkin-, 
m it ascends the Ann Sugar Oil ali. has come to b> known as the 
hermitage of Saint Ghtui. As a mutLer of fact, S»l. r Qbuzi 
never ctimo to Ajmer; and nobody knows who lies buried 
iu the tomb. Solar Chari was the son uf Snlnr Sohu, and 
according to tradition was (torn in Ajmer, This, however, is 
unsupported by any history. Solar Ghwn died at Bbaraich 
(Oudh) in 1033 AD, 


' A milnuqnpl Mamin* "1 Ajmer in t!io fts jpuuiti n Mumbw, Ainn-r, ihivj 
A* W JWi b&ve not yet |uvl liiiue th« ahova benneanH, ihe aaouirtr 

ST" 1 ", tbamM » !lnt ■** - f-y™™ if in ;,r,Lu]l 

™* P^T’ 1 " *' 11 f“ ou thii >pDL*> U*mg I»lll the licrunta,™ 0 ,- (Jhim-ni:. 
Atftm, ignorant uf ih« tart lh»l Umr)i4M4c» w«j nov*r viiit#i$| hj thal inini.’ 


m 
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follower could no linger suffer these privations. and hewltd 
by hb grandson. ilnreech. they returned to the town 
and banded the various Beets of (sflihui, such us Khuki*. 
(Sangatte*. Kunphtlat, Arc. Riehnbdeva after one thousand 
years of devotion, attained salvation {ksuxxt ggana), The 
atom, broiui feature* of hie career are represented here. 
The contents of this hall consist of two parts, the circnlar 
one, nearest the landing Irom the stake***. i» the Jain 
representation of the creation, circular in shape, with a high 
mfumtom Milk'd Sumeni in the centre. Bound this mount 
a the Jamludvmp, which is surrounded by an ocean, round 
which is another tfwtfpicontinent)haringtw® Sumcru mounts. 
This again h surrounded by an ocean, and that again b) o 
continent having two Sumeru mount a, ntid so -in. The present, 
representation shows 13 inch wnns and oantinent*. which 
letter oceans Slid oontineiUa thus follow arts another; but there 
tire ootni re than five Su mum mounts containing the 4 5ftdmit- 
alavas (temples} that arc eternal. Man who resides mthe 
Juut&Bli'ifrrjJ 0*u go ns far ns she middle of the third encircling 
continent: gods alone con go further. The trees in the 
thirteenth continent are all ul atone, but bear eatable fruits. 
Thfi oceans are of water, milk, honey, ghee and Similar 
articles, The cent,ml Suttwrlt is 20 crcres of miles high and 
the neit four are 168,000.000 raiSe* each, 

Th? southern half of the hall contains a representation 
of the city of Ajodhk with palaces in the centre and 
mansions for the tinkles and citireuft. To the south of 
Ajodhla is ft representation of the city of (Piayng) AHrduib-.il, 
the Tiibmi, and the sue red banyan tree, and Btshabdevm 
in contemplation, having renounced the world. 

QoJjj are represented as Bailing iu the skies in tdman* 
ur airships; vnd on the northern wall of the hall ia 
painted Aphmta Tilotion in the act of dancing before 
Ri&hftbdeTfl. 



CHAPTER HII. 


PUSMKAR. 


gEVEN miles to the west of Ajmer, end separated from it 
by the Nag Pahttr (Serpent Mountain.), lie* the sacred 
kke of Pushkar. An excellent road 1 connects jfc with Ajmer. 


The town of Pttahkm is picturesquely si ton ted on the 
lake, with hilts on three sides: on the fourth side the sands, 
drifted from the plains ..f Mfjni rir, have formed n complete 
bar to the waters of ?he [alto, which has no outlet, though 
the filtration through the Kind hills is considerable. The 
lake b fed from the Nag Fahar and is In the form of on ellipse. 
Bathing ghats have been construe led round the lake. 


Sanctity. -PnHlikar is the rawt *acred place of the 
Hindus in India, It i s the " king of sacred places.'- just 
as Benares is their fl guru or preceptor .' 1 

Xo pi Igrituoge to Endri Nara in (Himalayaa), Juq*n Nath 
(OHssal (near Ceylon! i>u»rJfca (Kuthiawur) 

“ com P Itsie lil1 the pilgrim bathes tit the aiered waters of 
Pnshkar. A dip in it - waters washes a was nil ainj mid the 
ashes of well-to-do Hindu residents of Rajptitan* are either 
entreated to the sacred waters of the G.mgns or consigned 
to this holy lake. 


Special sanctify atMches i" an immemon in the waters of 

* “TO«d »u-»* (touch k (Istill on t l o tar slij- rtf thr rw»> ( J 

fr ° ra tbt ^‘ Vl1 OM ,jn lb " Am 1 - CailHt*. PjtfatJfqu, 

la tiLl d«l ih* iflwi to PmlrUr to hj tb« riH.pt Khirtfc^L **«* tt,* 
KtuLhcm end ot Nag pater wnrl ,,afr ■ (u<.t-t»sh mk l* liy St^M, btoJaC II.I 

«»t«l am»t ih. hd II, ts*ii A.D. . rut mWw „«| 4 ^ 

nw>l «nwtructsd. Til* ru*d hu tines ton Brs.Ur unturned, 

IW 
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Ajmer, Ail old of Hutmtnanji atamls on it- A 

Hindu f LOT is held here annually*.fifteen days after the 
Bapu Garh fnix. 

liu—VILLA OF SAYAD AHMED 

At Lb* foot of the hill, to the north-east of Ana Sugar 
-L^nd l!ie remains of some building and a hann (well) con- 
structed during the reigu of Emperor Attrangifib i 
XJ} m ) The place was known in those days ns the garden of 
Sayad Ahmed, who wu. Governor of Ajmerin 1BW A,D. The 
(ritfrrij however, La called th* fitter of Asad KhaH r ivho was 
Subedar of Ajmer in H. 1092 (16^1 AD.t and on whom the 
titles) of UmdatuL Mulktxvi Mndarul Muham were conferred 
when ii* became minister at Delhi. Tin. 1 place wus evidently 
a villa of the Governors of Ajmer during the time of Aurang- 
aeb and hi- successora, 

At a little distance to the south of thus* I’aniMii#, on an 
elevation, and sep-araled from the Rcndoncy hill by a metalled 
road, stands a ruined mosque built by one Shaikh Yahri during 
th« reign of Aurangzobj for the upkeep of which Asad Khan 
made a grant of 40 highas of hind in the neighbourhoods 


xill -FOY SAGAR 

Tins lake was constructed in A.D. 1891 by damming up 
the source of the water supply of the Ana 3agar ? near the 
village of Ajai&ar, about three mi ley from Ajmer. When 
full it contains water sufficient fur the needs of the city for 
two years. It ifl thirty foot deep, and Lt& a cubic capacity 
of 150 milli on cubic feet Ah the Ink* is atalevd higher than 
the general city t*vnt, watar comes in by pipe by gravitation 
There is a pm nil garden situated her* and the whole scenery, 
owing to the close proximity of the hi lb, i& picturesque, 

lit 
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jpv,—NAS fYAlN (RED TEMPLE)* 

The Noaiyan b a modern Jam biitkiing consisting of yn) 
a Jain templo and (i) tin imputiing doubles toned halt 
containing gilt representations of scenes from Jam my¬ 
thology, The hull* which measure SO ft by 40 ft., is richly 
painted in beautiful colours, and the walk and the roofs are 
covered with glass mosaic work. 

It mniahiB represeatritidus illustrative of the birth und life 
of Rkhabdcva or Adhmth (Eternal Lord), the firat propagator 
of the Jain religion, Ad math, the first Jcun incarnation of 
Cud, wag bom in Ajodbia, und was the son of King Nab ha, by 
his ijneen F Mimuievi. At Adinat-h a birth, god 1ml ra and his 
consort Indraxii (followed by other gods in airships), came on 
an elephant and took away the infint to Mount Sumem 
(which is in the centre of th^ earth) k in procession, and gave 
him n bath there, bv jirmnngover him nn iinmouseq 11 anLiLv of 
the contents nl t he Kftehir Bamtedm — the filth of l h h oceans 
which surround the earth—and then returned him to the 
queen's pjilnrv, leivsijg -. - 1 ;. - raj child gods with the prince 
as his playmates- Aiiinalh grow up to tcianhomd and suc¬ 
ceeded hk father on t he throne of Ajodhia. As he became 
engrossed in worldly affniru and did nob attend to his mission, 
In dm appeared before him with the A pmra Tilotma. She 
danced before him and suddenly disappeared* throwing off her 
mortal coil. I Ills reminded Rkhabdeva of the trunsi tori ness 
of the world and he determined to renounce it. Ins tailing 
in his place bk eldest «jd he left the pal&ee, followed by 
Jour thousand other Rajas. The god ludra. followed by 
other gods, took Hkh&bdevu in procession to the Tribeni, 
the couBuiuiau- of tbo Ganges the Jumna and the Samswati 
at Allahabad, whurc under the shade of thi- AhhjjubaH 
(uicied banyan trec^ EkLiabtleva gate lip the world, even 
the dot lies which covered his- body, and gate hiuis*clf up to 
couteuiplatiou. Six months passed without local nr drink: hia 
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this IcJce, during the five days of fTrer^ifr, which Ml 4 * in 
October or November, wh^n people* fr«un distant pi a es cr*me 
in large aanibam to Push bur in those days A cattle fair is 
alne belt! during this penud, and a great trade is done m 
horses, camels and Nognr bullocks, At the last fair {2nd bn 
the 6th of November IflUb 14,543 bullock^4,607 camels and 
970 horses name to Fctshkar, of which 6,253 btillockn, 2,649 
camels, and 462 horses were sold. 

11 According to ancient charters no living til ing is allowed 
Co be put to death within th ■ limits of Piiblikiii" 1 on account 
of its great sanctity. 

Antiquity. —Pushkur is one of the oldest places in 
India—ns old as Modem Hinduism itself. Its antiquity hits 
not yet been properly investigated* nnd it is difficult! to say 
vl-slIl any certainty when Puahkar fir.sL came into existence. 

During Eire rains, peoplosometimes find hm punch-marked 
Hindu coins, which are held m be the most ancient of Indian 
coins, as being of u date anterior to the fourth century 
HC-, id&fj JvLctrijLEj, Greek, Kdmh .mu. and Gupta silver coins. 
These and severnl kinds ofsiEver ami copper (lidiya eoius, 
coins ■ 1 Stuisant Dcvn. Ajuidcvu, and his Queen SoraaUlevi; 
KJorncshworu* and Prithvii^ja h copper coin^as well raFethnn 
nrnl Moghul coins met with here. show' that Pushkar was in 
existence in Lhe fourth century B-C, 

Bjiruayann—tho oldest epic in l he world—mentions Push- 
kjir, and ativs (saiga 02, I ka 21) that Viswaniitm perform¬ 
ed tfiji (devotion) here. It further says sargu 63, d jka 15) 
that the A psora Menaka came to Pu>hkar to bathe in its 
sacred waters. 

The Muhabhamtu, whilst laying down a programme of 
Maharaja Yiidhbthtar's travels sap: ^ Maharaja r after entering 

1 Rajpatarn triMuitiwr. Vo). II. p, 70, 
liT 
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thy jungles fif Sindh nod crying thy small avers in the way, 
ytiu ^hcHiU bathe in Pushkiir" 1 

Inscriptions Jeund in other parts of India show that the 
place tv^s r q 11 ally enetisd to the Buddhist as to thy Eiadun. 
Thy stone iuBOriptluna of the eecoitd century B.t m , in thf 
Buddhist Stupa at Ranchi in Bhopal (Central IndjaX nif ; ntupn 
the charitable donut Eons made by Bhiksh.ua Arhndxtm, 
Nagnraksb i m, A rya (veile ruble) Bi idi lluin ikm hi til, H u n- 
giri F Pvtsfik and Isidtttfi fa woman), nil inhn.hrtun^ of 
Posh tar. 

These inscriptions show that in the second century B.C. 
Poshkar was a populous town and a holy place, 

An inscription of about 125 AIL in the Pandu Luna 
Cave in the hills nf Trirashmi, near Nasak iBumhay Presi¬ 
dency} so.ys that Usha^dauv son of Dmik of the Shakdyrutsty, 
and sou-in law of thy well-known King Xnhpoji of tbs- 
Kshtrajvi family, came to Raj ]hj turn, built a ghat nn the 
Eton* River, and tti Ptishhar gave in charity 3.DQQ cows anil 
a viHagc, This shows that the sanctity at Push bar in the 
second century A,i>. was as great as it h to-day. 

The uldest inscription rutind in Pusliknr it---If in of the 
time of King Durgnmjn, and is elated the year 025 A.D, P which 
was prank'd to the Rnjputana Museum, Ajmer, in 1000 
A.D* AI ater inscriprion contain i ng n q date, but of the ti me of 
King Ynkpati Rai. probably the Chubsn KJug of Ajmer (about 
1010 AD.) found m Pushkar, was also [irelented to the 
Ilajptttann Museum. 1 In September Last, during n further 

i Both then* friwripMoni vfm (tiBrowrai ky Fundi L. Ntunfcflr 

Ojhn Anil l life (Hither. 

A nmimi^-rirL fcu ih# EnlpalAUA Wumfouh te ritt^n 

IS30 AJV my*z “ Ac Pukur* itrnt rh* Kfeui ii rt iUhjp 

with Siitiiliri; mwrljjLUin* «■! wMiah th* fulkrwins i* 4 iNUrttoil^n, ili« 
y«vr h?. I'Hi (A l> r SB) mid MvcUMi dny uf Llif- niptut m Amc,. tfa* wnv 4f 

tlovwid UrrJ. it, iimi|btflr uf 1U&* Uikr.«iu burnt hnmeif with k+jr lirjitand. 1 

This jjMriftfitD Us diwpprawi Uji ha* net vH tutc-ci trtewi. 

m 
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march for iDBCriptlWS, Pandit GmniSltfnker Ojlm and the 
.uithur discovered un inscription dated UB7 A.D. on bStiti 
pillar in the temple alAshlOt'tT shut Liag Mahmi^a. 

The flamMs Bnraha inscription of 073 A.D. funnel in 
Sbukhnwui \ Jaipur), BWntfaHia the grant by the Utahan 
King SinhiLKij i'*f four villages l- the temple- of Flnrthaualh 
after a hath in the Pu.-hkar. 

The I'riihvircij written ill the 12th century A.D., 

dilutes fin the sacred character of the pkce. and mentions 
a celebrated temple "f Ajngundha Mahadevn, which dues not 
appear tn bo in cxiFtonee now', unless ib is the temple nnw 
kn>~>wn us the tetnplo of Atmnti'sh'ivnT.i Mahadeva, the under' 
grotun] ston y "1 which ip|w--us l*.. be very old. 

Origin— The origin of PaabJcftr is thus given iu the 
Pa,lma Pnrtm of tlit- Hindus ; Brahma, the Creator of the 
world was iu search o( a suitable place t" perform a jr^Tto 
neonnling to the Vedits, As he reflected, the lotus fell from 
his hand and he reached to perform the sacrifice where 
it fell. The lotus rebounding struck the earth in three 
places: wafer issued from all three, and lira tuna descending, 
called the ruiuie nf the place Tnshkar, after the Intus. The 
throe places Fire dhmL^l within a circuit of about iix miles find 
lire called the Jfftnhtka (-drier) Pushltar, the M-tdhtyi .(central) 
Puabknr and the JEanisfifu Punhkar (called Boodha Puafr- 

kar). 1 

The Jywhihn Pushkar is the place where Brahma prepared 
to perform bis yagna. All the gods attend.nL As, however, 
nu important function, religious or social, can l* performed 
amongst the Hindus by a man unless he h joined in it by h:s 
wife,—for ancon!mg to Hinduism a mein and hie wife both 

l This Uko bU|jpli«e driukmg *»t« to Ajmer when the Foy S*g*r 

IvUi, 
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togetW firm one entity* iwill the? one without the other 
alwavB remain* only a |wirt. and not a whole—Brnhiim had to 
wait for hiB wife to begin the ytiyun* Sfivitri would 

not come without Lakshmi (wife <A Vishnu), tVmti (wife 
n f Bivft), Msd Ii id rani ( wife pf Indra). whom the God Psvau 
(air) had been sent to summon. As the au£|jkhii3 hoir 
WEI3 getting very near, ami Sivitri would not come i an less 
accompanied by the fir Lor godrjHsen, Brahma way angry and 
ii'rked ludifL to get him n girl whom he could ninny and begin 
i ho India brought :l gujnr h daughter rirsrro-d GayatrL 

Brahma married her and the yugna cotnuicjiceti A demon 
appeared mid interrupted the Bneritiee at the iiiKtigniion of 
Siva* Eventually, Siva removed the inlemiptiotj on the 
condition that he should also have ai temple to himself at 
Pnshtflir. Saviiri appeared m the sucrilku was nearing its end. 
Seeing Gnyntn in her place, s.he became enraged ; Brahma 
tried to pacify btr : but did not eucceed, Sh‘ i went away in a 
rage to the lull called Hatna fx ir (rhe hill of gems), to the 
wouth of Pubiikitr, on which stands a temple dedicated 
to her* The largest and the mot fashionable of the fairs of 
Ajmer ja hold bore every year on BJtadva End Sth (August), 

With the rise nf Ouddhhm, which was nothing more than 
n protect agninf-t the u*e cl animal food, priestly dominance 
and the tyranny of the ca=.i> BY^tom m Hiridtikni, Fuahkar, 
like other snored places such hh Benares, Muttra, and Gaya, 
took up Lhr- cause of Reformation and youn became a strong¬ 
hold of Buddhism. 

With the decline of Buddhism, Pushkar also declined, 
end fer a i.irnc wria e&el into the flluule. It waa restored in 
the beginning of the ninth century Aft by the famous Pari bar 
King Narhftr Kao, who ruled over the whole of Hindustan 
from the ^inrih to the confines of Bengal. It k add that one 
day while out hunting, he felt thirty, and boding some 
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water in a pool he took up a little in His hands to drink, when 
he found that the white spots on his hands disappeared with 
thu touch of the water, He therefore had the dilapidated 
lake repaired, and ghats built on its edge. This is the 
present Pushkar, and the Swamp Ghat (ghat of the body 
restored to rioejnIiness> commemorates the event. 

Jitter, the place came into the possession of the gujars. 
lu 1157 AJX however, a body of Sannyasis fell upon them on 
the night of the and killing them rJl. restored the 

place !|... the Brahmins, and loft their own representatives in, 
live of the- principal temples. Their dfjsteadnntft still P refiidc 
in those teiujjles- 1 

Pushkar is fatuous for its temple of Bmfamaji. temples 
to whom are rare in India, and because of this it is 
no ms times called the Brahma Pushkar. Besides the temple 
of Brahmnji, the other old temples are those of the 
Sflvitii ifutn. Band Nath, Vamhji and the Atmateohware 
Mahfldeva, Even these temples have boon rebuilt or repaired 
in recent times. The temple of Varahji wai built by King 
Ariiorajn (1123-50 A.D i, who built the Ana Sugar at Ajmer, 
and executed repairs to the Pushkar Lake, The temple was 
repaired in the time of Akbar. by Sugar, s brother of the 
celebrated Sana Prntep of Chi lor. The image which wm in 
this U-tuple was broken in 1613 A.D. by Jahangir, who, in hin 
l\izak-i-Jakangin. sap: “There are numerous temple in 
Poakkar. Quo of them was built by Sana Shankar {Sugar), 
who is one of my chid" nobles, at a cost of many lakhs of 
rupees. In it there in a black stone image, the head of 
which is like that of a bear and the rest of the body a man’s. 
The Hindus believe th.it iu the beginning, 1 h»d made man 

I In th> tamnlfl i.f J/«AaJrn>, Prrg .T.UL WVJ l*ft La 

Varrthji'M Lmnp k a JAurfi In Bull] X.iUijL^ mEniilu 1 j jr.*n 

and in lue teuspli* of Krihhtnftji afiri g*Tmtrf* Fun Swbftjun i«it. 
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in that likeness. I h id tW imago broken and thrown in* 
to the lake," 


The temple was pulled down by Aurttngzeh, and appears to 
have Wn r. built by Maharaja J.ls Singh TI. of Jaipur. The 
inscription on the pedestal of the image shows that the 
present image was installed m 1727 AJDJ Auningzeb aim 
broke an old temple of Kenho Rai near the Gan (Cow) Ghat 
nnd built a mtwqnc in its place. 

'1 he present temple of flrahmaii was rebuilt in S. I86fi 
U8G9 AJX) hj CJokal Chandi P.irekh, it rain is ter of the 
Sindhia, nt a cost of jfc 2,30,000. A am no inscription (in 
Hindi) in the poseeadan of the Mafmnt «f the temple, says 
that during the time nf Raja Savroi Jai Sleigh (1999-1743 
A.D.) a brahmin indy mimed B ii Pbundi, daughter of Piirehit 
Uirdhanfaa, and mother of SJumbhn Itom or Jaipur, repaired 
the temple of Brabmaji in L’l.hkar on .1 him Stul 5th, S, 1776 
(1719 AD.) 

Colonel Broughton, who visited Pushkar on the let 
February 1810. flays; "Pushkin- in a place highly vener¬ 
ate by the Hindus, ns Ajmer k by the Mmssfiiimns. 
The town it si Lea ted on the shores of a roman tin Pohkor ur 
lake, from which it takes its name. It it, nb Pushkar alone 
that the image of Dmhina, at least nf any celebrity, is to be 
Been, his temple is clnse to the margin.of the Joke—uiiiall, 
plain mid evidently very ancient The image which is about 
(he size of a man, has four faces and is in -t sitting pjstnre, 
cross-legged. The temple of Vurahji, us it now stands, pre¬ 
sents only the small remains of the ancient rein pie which was 
overthrown by 1 the bigoted zeal of Aiirungxcb, and is said 


t The RnjpqW G*wtn»r II. i-evjr- 09,, tsvm that Bafcht Sitifib 
rapainsd itJ bill Baklii Singli oamo Id Hie throne ooiria 17,11 A.I). 

A umall Hin.il inwriptioa ,n< li» hotel of tin- low J *,r of flit- Kal^ra 
T&f. >L }toiit ™ Ttionday, Alar Sort lith, S, Mt2 
ji.D-r by Jttnj tiovmd. B,uik4rciL 
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to have been ISO feet b height and covered with the finest 
specimens at Hindu sculpture. The old walls to the height 
of about iU feet, were 111 entire, and hate been covered in to 
form the present temple by ttftja Jni Sbgh Sowai of Jaipur," 1 

The tntMple nf B-ulri Nafchji wasfrpiurt 1 1 l«y the Thakor 
of Hharwn (Ajmorl about !«0n A ll. The present temple 
of MukttJ'ru was built, by <;■ ■■‘tlmij. ji Ran, I be 

Harimtta £uVdar of Ajoiei (1808-1816 A.D.). The present 

temple liE Sruitri wn4 built bj the /'itroAtf nf Enharaju Apt 
Singh of Marwar (1S$7-1724 ATI) 

Of the modern teuiplea, the largest are the r,- in plea nf 
Bdiji, built by the Krmi of Mohimja Jagut Singh of Jaipur 
($803-ISIB A,D.). and Sri Hatipji—the most conspieumis 
temple m Pushkni . ■ The latter lhdtnii^ t« the Ramanuja 
Vafehtiflvn*, the fonnder of which sect, Ramamijacharyn, was 
born in 1016 A.I). in Hhnfpmi (JTndra-l and preached in 
Sriningam near Triohmopolv. The pries Ti- of this temple 
axe all Madrasi Bmlimina. The follow- rs of (hip Pi-ct. 
nu matter to what caste they may belong, will sit together 
and take their food in the temple without observing any 
Ckokfi system. 

The finest nf the modem temples is that of Jfahadcva, 
Hind over the rum a lug of .ho MurhiLtn Genuml, Jui Appn, 
whn was usscissiniUcd in Nugor in 1756 A.lh Of this temple 
Colonel Broughton says:— 

"Of the modem tom pi os the one dedicated to Muliatleva ia 
by f:ir the moat renin I'han't ■, both for the aiit' mid olctganoe nf its 
Ntrucltue and nature nf it.^ irmameiiL-t, of nil the temple", that 
PmhUar boat-la nf. It wji:; built by Atinji Bindhia, the inraud- 
father of lbs present Mnlvnmjti (Paulat IUs). r J’he image nnd 
the attar, on which it i: : placed, ore of flue white marble highly 

• Lstlurs Irula the JWhatl*. Camp, [w;e 

1 TLlji tuiujils is mid to Imvn beau built tn I -_A D. by Seth Putts 
M»l of Hyderabad (Dowen). 
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polhhcd. and executed in a *tyle superior to anything of (he 
kind I have Men in India The ido! \b ifanj Mukhi or tirrA-fteed? 
fa^e crowned with. Jaffa or matted hair of the uUti,' 7 1 

Of the nnmeivu.3 y liiils JHuTOundtng the lake, the host 
known are the Gan Ghat, the Vamh Ghat r and the Bnihum 
Ghat. The Gwalior Ghat, the Chandra and Indiu Ghn ts, the 
Jodhpur ami the Kotoh Ohnta are of modem date, ami, with 
the exception of the Gan Ghat, tire the finest oa the hike. 


The Raj Ghaf, built by the celebrated Hnja Man tif Jaipur. 
ib now completely destruyeth Attached to it is tho M&n 
Alandir, a square cloistered building of brick and mcrtfUj 
ruined mid to dim tie as save fur the bats which, alone in.habit 
it. This memorial i.f the greatest man in Akbnr's court 
— to whom, says Colonel Tod, +f Akbnr was indebted for 
half hb In nm \ <|ia T r ' 2 —jwilk it is hoped receive the attentive 
regard of the Jaipur State, tho brightest page of whw- history 
ie the record of the cipbutfi of Raja linn. 

Another building in Pushto r winch has not receiv e] proper 
attention deserves notice beie. It consists of two red stone 
pavilion?? built by Emjwmr Jahangir on the margin of the 
lake* near the trem&tioti grounds, behind the Jodhpur Ghat. 
The pavilions are identical in construe Linn, and were built 
in H. 1024 (1615 AJ>.). The following inscription append 

1 IrfiUrt from the Marhutti pagu 2G9, Cnlwn! Brooghtin fnr- 

tW fimra: “B^biw iho tmuplM whteli I h:rv- il-^tibed. vhc HUik* 

of the tak* an ■ uvtrfi >! wiilL n numW rtf *mall r im?*. Pavjlinoa, CllMal r 
tra«, lidU by 11 ii* n.ei|:L.buurin^ At Tlrfooi Many 

of tJiCW hpibiiLhge'sirr tit present nearly, ltd »hql- of them ajLifc^cLiaf 
immerad Ifl tko writer. th»- ipriog* irf Liao laSft (Laving riun within t n 
lii i. iix weeks a height fc ifeyutld any Lh&l in OH fetiord ^ jll|n hi LLn 
■Urals *?F lie b wn an inuinffttcdi and the d-Ams nf the btliMhigs ?™n 
the. shore*, wltlk tliB Lroes about them. Appear lbu?0 the flOFfax 4 Ibi 
watttr at *0£un difiiaLiGis in the lake.' 1 

* Tod * Raj™tlirim Vnl I, pigr 3», " L*-l this ry* emhraaia tbsi* 

filramrs cl hi* wniiUMOi, Cabul ami tbfl P^roir.pamLfiHEk uf AloMnonr, 
and Armcan (a nfcmn m-w mil kuownl on th* I.mlian tKwan, tbs termer 
ra -united, ih* latter inbjogalwl b> tha E ta pins by a Ra.jpat L'riuws *aii * 
Rajput armyIbid< pago 
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above the door in the western wall of the southern of the two 
pavilions 

j*Jl *111 

alb jli Jf LijJ *4 G jjJf r ; y »Li 


jbiUCJjt** 'ltH 1 ; ijSj* WJ ** 1 J l C **) 4 ^ 

*h j'yj y Jj* 'j *- 

j!j j(jf ^ra- t * j-aI j ^ IAi (•*/ ^ ij = 

i -r*»e/V-’* 4?'^' r 1 ^*^ 


TRANSLATION,—The King Nur-nd-din Jahangir, son of 
King Aklar; Maj* he remain happy on the throne while the 
world lasts. (Hej conquered the territory of the Ettna (of 
Chi tor) in the tenth 1 year of his accession to the throne; 
Muv welcome victories come to him from the unknown at all 
times By his order this auspicious palace in Pushkar 
was completed ; May the foundation of the pnJuce oi his 
grandeur be os high as the sky. I asked for its chronogram, 
and a voice came from the unknown; May this palace of 
Jahangir in Pusiikar always remain inhabited. 

Under the management of Auirui Siughdalan, tl, 1024 
(1615 A.D.). 


Pushkar, till very recently, waa famous for its fruit gar¬ 
dens. The Emperor Jahangir praises the fruit Pushkar 
yielded in bis tiuio. Even so late A.D., when Bishop 

Heber visited it, Pushkar grapes were famous. Ho says; 
m Pusldcar is renowned for its gardens and vineyards. The 
grapes arc by far the best and largest in India and equal to 
those of Shiraz’* (Persia). * 


The town of Pushkar is divided into two porta. That in 
which the temples of Varahji and Sri Rongji nr® situated is 


1 TkiJft t*nth war of J*huigir ■ iceuttkn to thv throne W^an wil_ti ik* 
1015 A r Q. t vide Elliots History of India* VoL T, patf* 341- 

* JuumiJt Vol. II, pagts 50* The fnaletatj of prbtn tba 

ruktUh Grown to 1 ?wLtik*r r 

m 
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•mlled the Chholi Until find the other, tho Bad i Basti, 
The Cldioti Basil was uriglnally called Jul Siughpum, ag it 
wm ftnmijed by Raja Jas Singh II. of Jaipur (1609-1743 A.D). 
Ever riocc the time of Jai Singh, the Brahmins of the two 
quarters are on unfriendly terms with each oLlier, the reason 
being that the Brahmins of the OhJiOti Basil allege that the 
Bnihmlre of the Badi East* are not true Brahmin^ but are 
Shtikadwipi Biahmiiia, nc, r Mag (Magii of Persia), and that 
they biivt! begun tu call L hem selves Piimanr Brahmins after 
having been admitted into the Fold of BmJnniniam. 1 

On the eastern slnpa of the Hag Pahar, on tho far aide as 
we stand uu the Gan Ghat of Pushkav w are situated several 
holy places of the Bmdiia. The ini«t important of them aro 
the Par,fit kund T the ffnii kuwd and the glen of Agartfi. 
All the *sb places ate remarkable for their pictareeque 



] Cu-lapo! ErAUghtati Aper-liing ai thmin *4yi i 11 Tboy IiAtid n tmrifail 
enatom Imp*, liimbar to one wla J-: I j prernila in Him a L-cwns in Italy, 1 hL'lu.'re, 
in Mftfila. bn the day al!*r E3■«- Ura mfrobiLiraLfi trf Ihu Sihiixt 

liohalb m&ko h regalor nl.lauk on Lhoss of (.be other uunrEer, who 

rp-fnl tli'jni welt (iff LliF?y <’nn with aUmea and itivki, lint tW origin of 
thi* iumuni Lottie l eoiilil iv-t karo*"—pp. 260-61. 

1 Oaltt'al Ted aayn; iA Tlitery rttu mwiv Iwmatiful apota abmiL L3io Serpent 
Mount, whiciti mu iL abounds In ^PiiQgi tins- fnim the farliwl times been thn 
retort of Hindu iwjfEt s wfo™ uiiioa and henmtijraa rire yet pointed nnt P nuw 
emhdiUKfK't] With gttfditnt and fuunlalJU.AtllLftSi and AulLniliUtt pf 
KftjMthan, Vol, L, jraye 77+5. 
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HISTORY, 


-"PHE early history of Ajmer is more or lees shrouded in 
^ mystery. It is, however, admitted onall hands that the city 
Wfl3 founded by the Chohan King Ajiupol or Ajnirtij. As 
there have boon two Chohan King* of this name, the found*- 
tion of the city has been ascribed by ?omo to the ember Aju- 
raj, known os Ajdptl Chnkwa {the universal potentate), who 
flourished early in the seventh century, and by others, to A j ai¬ 
de™, the father of Amomj, who reigned about 11 OS-29 AD. 
The great strategical Importance 1 of the position of Ajmer, 
according to Colonel Tod, ia " the key of Ttajpntana,’’ and the 
impregnable nature of the hill on which the fortress is situat¬ 
ed, which, Huber sap, could with wey little European skill ho 
made a second Gibraltar, could not but have been tarty re¬ 
cognised by the king? of Snmbbar, whose dominions extended 
far beyond Ajmer towards the west. History tells us that 
from the twelfth to the nineteenth century, Ajmer has not 
only been the cynosure of ell eyes, but has always adorned the 
brew of the victor in (be race for political supremacy in India. 
The possession of Ajmer by a Power is the index to its poli¬ 
tical predominance in Upper India, so much so that the history 


i Eobrr'i Journal, Vol. II , page 43: This very enviable atntfgkal Im¬ 
portance ill Ajmer his cat' -sehJ it I.j tutistant attack; and, IW It was several 
Lidira dcatrowl rati BEveml times rrtiuLil, the oaroes of tjuf reumlaw tav* 
bcrii preferred a; tta foon-lm ot Ajmer, just -it BiH-mu in the ll.---.an tta 
capital ni the elans tn tie kiW*TI aa taring been, fmin.k.1 f.y 

Khllvrnnui IS87-S91 A »->, though m i n*tta ef fact the r.y find ••■sca 
( ta capital of hi* nredtctffimr, Pulakwhi I. Th«a, while trad, lion tmte m 
the (iiU.uib-.iw of Ajuiur tn AWtml Ohikw*, tie Pnttnny Merita* 
Its rabnililiaf! to AmjS, and ths Pn/fniVo; Yijta wyi that the city m 
founded by Ajaldevs, fatter of Ansji, 
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History, 


oi Ajmer is in one sense the epitome of the htatory of India, 
jtist as, in another sense, Ini Sin, is an epitome of the world. 1 

King Ajaipa! was the son of Samant Deva, and the grand¬ 
son of V&Budeva, who came to Snmbhar from Ahichetmpur, 
near Bareilly. According to the Vantavali given at the end of 
Pabandh Kosh, he flourished in S, 008 (551 A.D.). Vaandeva 
was descended from OiinhuniEin, the founder of the clan, whose 
date is unknown, 

Chah uman belonged to the So tar dynasty of Rajputs, The 
Eamir Mahakavya. says that ho ruled over the heads of 
kings ns his aueestor, the Sun, ruled over the heads of maun- 
tains. The Frithviraj Vijtti, and the stone inscription of 
the time of Yisaldcva IT. (1153-1153 AD.), in theHajputann 
Museum, Ajmer, describe the Chohana as descendants of the 
Solar race of kings. 

The Efanai inscription of 1167 A.D., as well its the inscrip¬ 
tion of 1320 AD. in the Arhleshwar temple on Mount Aha, 
however, describe the Chohans ns belonging to rhe Lunar 
dynasty. The Gotmckarya of the Chohans u Sdm Veda Soma 

Vansa T r a(#agotra ." shows them as belonging to the Lurutr 

nice. Whether they belong to the Solar or the Lunar nice, 
they assuredly Jo not belong to the Agnikuls, as they now 
wrongly claim to do. 

King Ajaipil' was called Chakri from the fact of bis con¬ 
quering the Chakra (disposition of troop in battle ia the form 
of a hollow circle) of the enemy. He was perfect in archery, 
nml was a great warrior. In his old age bo retired from the 
world and lived as a religious reel use in the Ajnipal Valley, west 

1 Ohiiubars 3 Knfl ynlniiiwljiij payo 337. 

a Atfttjfding to tin a tradiliun ifiY-CTi by Gokmcl Tr.*il T Ajui pul cauife frnqa 
thy an-Gient eapiiAl of tbs rtso* Aluuiti JWri (Oturi Munriilub fcmnrl*d 
Ajmer, ELtLiJj. built tbo Ajakratm Daofj; (Ajrmsr Fort}. 
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History, 


of the Chnahma. lTe sterns to hnYe lived towards tbe end of 
the eixth or the loginning of the seventh century A.R Ajaipal 
is worshipped in Ajmer under the mt^e AJaiprri und 

the skill iky of Ehndwa &ud every jgbt is snored to his 
name* On that day a fair takes place* and the inhabitanta of 
ihe city pour out into the beantifn) valley where he ended 
his days, in order to do homage to the memory of the founder 
of this celebrated city, and to worship at the shrine of the aoiut, 
who is believed otill to preside over the destinies of Ajmer 
and protect its citizens from ilia, especially the attacks of 
venomoita insects and animals* 

Ajaipal was succeeded by his Eon, Yigrabriraj aft^r 
whom came his sons, ChFindramj and Gopendm, also called 
Govindmj h Govindmj was the first king of Ajmer to fight 
against the Mussulmans, and is recorded to have defeated a 
M ussnlman amy and captured Saltan Beg Vans. 

Govind was succeeded by Dnriabb Bed* popularly called 
Doola B His reign msirks an epoch in the history of Ajmer, 
fur it wne during his time that Ajmer was first attacked by 
the Mohnmedjmtf. Donla Rai was slain, and hia oiily child Lot, 
then an infant 7 years of age* was killed by an turow 'while 
playing on the battlements. Thu importance of this event hxs 
been deeply impressed on the Chohrma, who have deified the 
youth fill heir of Ajmer. The day on which he was kilted is 
sanctified, and his effigy then receives divine honours 1 This 
invasion was probably the one undertaken during the titno 
of Jnrmid, son of Abdul Rahman al Marri, Commander of the 
Sindhian frontier, under Khalifa Maahom (H. 105-125, 
724-713 A-J>0- Frutn facts which need not be discussed 
here it appears that this invasion took place sometime 

* Rajvthan , YcL II, 445. Ltd is said to hive besu killed 

□n lieu-lay the lSih day of Ja'ita [ jlay-JunsL 
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between 724 and 720 A.Dd DcoJa Rm afao fought with the 
Gar Rajputs, 

Govind was succeeded by bis eon, Goovak I, who was a. 
famous warrior, and who, owing to his valour about 750 A_D. 
received the title of Vir (hero) in the assembly of Raja 
Nsgavalok. After him came Chandra Raj II and then Goovak 
II, on whose death Chnndan Raj came to the throne- He 
invaded Tanwaravati (a district: near Delhi), and slew its king, 
Rudrenn. Cbandan Raj was succeeded by Vakpat Raj, also 
called Rapp Raj, His reign was pfosperon^ and he greatly 
ts. tende 1 1 his do min ions, the southern boundary stretching 
to the Tiudhja mountains, King Tantrapd attacked him 
but sustained a severe defeats Vakpatj Raj had three sons, 
Sin ha raj, Luksbman Raj and Vatsanj; Siohami succeeded 
him and Labs Lilian Raj, called LnkhabBL got Nudule and 
eventually' established a separate principality there. 

■Sin ha raj was a great king. The TomaiB with the assist¬ 
ance of Raja Lit van a attacked hhs dominions but were defeated 
and put to flight-. He is said Lo " have kept as many princes 
in his prison as he did in his house” Tic vna os famous for 
his hospitality as for hie mflitoiy exploits Speaking of him, 
the llam ir Mahakavya Etiys: +l When the drum announcing 
his starting on an expedition sounded, the King of Cnmabak 
flattered him, the King of Lnt (doab between the Mahi and 
Narbada rivers) would open his door to him* The Chola King 
(Madras Presidency)trembled; the King of Gujrut lost his head, 
ami the King of Western Bengal (Anga 3 ) List heart." He 
repeatedly fought with the MussalmiLtm, In one encounter 
ho slew a Mussalman general named Hotim fl and captured his 

5 Duff in her Chnmtilogy of India, r a ff G S2,|fni 72J A.D- m 
the year of tli ii eipedkjon* 

* Bangui in old dayi ww divided into twodlvlfiklU z (fl) WtsLurq Bengal 
called AngiJip [b) Ea stem Bca jjal nailed Banga. 

1 HauLir Mi-hftkftTy^ sarjjn I, van* 102. 
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elephants. On another occasion, he utterly routed a Mohain- 
cdi ui array, under Sul tan Hajiuddin, which had penetrated as 
for as Jet harm, about 25 miles From Ajmer. He bore the 
title of Silvan Graha or King Seizcr. He “overcame 
NiiskuddiD, From whotn he captured twelve hundred horse. 
Nasiruddm was the title of Subaktagin, who repeatedly in¬ 
vaded India during the fifteen years' reign of his predecessor 
Alptagin, who died 963 A.D. Sinharaj was alive in 956 
A.D., when according to the Huiaha Btone inscription, the 
Hnr&lia temple was completed. 

Siuharnj was succeeded by bis son, Vi^raharaj II, who 
greatly enlarged hia kingdom. The kingdom of Ajmer Lae 
from the earliest times been known ns Sapddlaksk (a lakh 
and a quarter), < -*iden±ly from the fact that the territory con¬ 
tinued a hundred and twenty-five thousand towns and 
villages. It included the whole of cos torn and southern 
Raj putana, n great part of Marten r. and extended to beyond 
Bhatntir on the north. Sapddlaksh became Sawulik in 
Hindi, by which name the part of Rajputnna eon tabling 
Niigur, Ajmer and Sarabhar has long been known. 

Vigroharaj invaded Gujrat between 1*73 ami 996 A.D, 
King Slblraj abundoned his capital and Red to Cuteb, but 
made his submission later on, when Vigraharaj returned to 
his capital. 1 This was the beginning of the conflict which 
ended in the overthrow of both by a third power— the 
Afghans. After Vigrahany came Duriabb H, who was suc¬ 
ceeded first by Govind and then by Vakp&fe Ritj 11, after whom 
came Virya Ram, w ho was a contemporary of the famous King 
Bhoj of HaLwn (1010-1055 A.D). Vitya Earn invaded 
Si ill w a, but was defeated and killed by Bhoj,* It was 

■t 

1 See Forhc-a 1 Eat II ois, p^p 94, XSoinTjaj? GaEottccr* YoL I, page 1D0- 

1 FiEthrlffcj Vljal, imrga Y> 
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probably during- the time of Tnym Ram that Sultan Mahmud 
Obaznavi at tucked GairhStctli {AjmQr H ) He wuh, Imwt've^ 
wounded, rvnd raising the siege he retired to Arc hil warn in 
1024 A.D, 

\ irya Ram was succeeded by Chdmundmb who captured 
Hejamuddii^ Lord of the Shake * (Mn^iilnaan^Ju Darkish 
RryllLor Dd&al succeeded him and deb ated a ilueaalman 
general named Shahuhiiddin . 1 He invaded Gujrat and 
slew ids king, Kama, some time between 1009-93 A IX 
Durlabh was killed by Rawal Veri Singh of Me war in a 
battle at Kowario* 

Yisaldeva EH. succeeded Ehirlabh Raj and distinguished 
himself in armn. He defeated and killed Shahabaddin. It 
miigti have been this Tisaldeva who, according to Ferishta, 
beaded a confederacy of Hindu kings and drove the governors of 
Jlodud from Himfri. Thaneshwar, and Nagarkot. As the king 
of Guj rat did not join this confederacy* Vhiuldevn invaded 
Gujrat* defeated the King,, and founded Visa Spur, which 
still stands to commemorate! the victeny. He was succeed¬ 
ed by Frith viraj L, after whom came Ajaldcva, who acconlnig 
to the Prithv tmj Vijai^ founded the present town of Ajmer. 
H 0 conquered and killed Chaohik, Sindhul and Tashony. 
He captured the Commander-In-Chief »>f Malwa named 
Salhana, brought] him to Ajmer and consigned him to a 
strong fortress. He defeated the Mussulmans with great 
slaughter* His queen Sonmldevj, says the Prithviraj Vijai p 
was very fond of designing new coins. Coins of Ajaidev* 
and Scmaldcvi arc met with in large numbers. 

Ajaidevn lived about 1IGS-Ii23 A*D, He w r us succeed¬ 
ed by his son. Antony* or Atinji He built the well-known 

* Lfl-l^r HirtJn wliters apply the It: he Slink indkcriinlnitcly Bbtfcj* 
H n 1 1 s and MufifialmaLTu. 

* Himit Mahak^Tyo^ tar pi IJ P V F 21, 
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Ana SAgar p on ths embfttikment of which Shah Johan, five 
rem-urias later, built the tnurhh: Bittodtiriiu, Si-lhmj -lu 
Sin^h of Gujrafc attacked Am+ji, but the reantt. appear3 to 
have been a drawn battle, ua peace was concluded after it, 
Jai Singh giving hie daughter Kimdwndrvi in marriage to 
Arnoraj, Alter the death of SiJhnij Jm Singh, Amomj 
invaded Gujmt, hut wna rmiiioee^fiil in bis expedition. The 
Unjrat king. Komar Pit!, now invaded the Ajmer territ my 
nnd defented ArnunJ. Arnuruj married a rioter nf Knunr P t 
named De voider i, Amoraj was a generous, discriminar;ng + 
and just king, He had three sons, Jngdova and Yigraharnj 
by Sudhava of Mnrwsr f and Someshwnr by the daughter of 
Sidhinj Jai Siogli. 

Arnoraj was murdered by his eon Jugdava senselime 
between 1150 and 1151 A*D. Jugdeva, however, was driven 
out by Viaaldeya-Vigmha] aj, who ascended the throne about 
1152 A D. 

Hia reign h a landmark not only in the history of Ajmer, 
but also in the history ot India He conquered Nadde, 
Joler and Pali, invaded and compered Delhi between 
] 155-63 A*D. h and .subjugated the country to the Himalay a, 
clearing it of the I set vestiges of Mussulman rule, The 
famous Siwalik pillar (Piroz Shah-ki-Lab) inscription, dated 
8, 1220 (1163 A.DO, stating that he had cleared the country 
of the Mussnlmana and made ii again Arya Bhurni , and 
cirmmatiding his successors to drive ibe Mussulmans beyond 
the Attotk* bears witness to his greatness. He was the first 
ChohftD Emperor of India, a^ his nephew the renowned 
Pritbvinj—eon of hia younger brother Someth warn—was the 
las*. He had ft large army consisting of a thousand elephant** 
i\ hundred thousand cavalry and a still larger force of infantry. 
He was as great a fcholar und poet as he was a warrior, and 

IAS 
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hin drama Hurhdi tfatnk is n comp ,il toft not unwoitliy of 
Bhavabhntu He built, the gri, L cellos ut Ajmer, now called 
the Adhtu-dui-fai-Jboapfii, nnd entrusted the lake Vy*nlsar, 
now culled Bisla Yisddev* died nUnit the year Htd A.D., 
and w«A succeeded by his minor «m. Amur 
Gang£. however, wnfc deputed by Jngdv Prithviruj 

w to ascended the throne, i'rithviraj 11 in well known for his 
charities. He defeated King Vuatapul. amqnuwd the Muasal- 
uianH and erected a pahicc in the fort of Hariri, which stood 
theiv till the guns of Mona. Perron d.sti^d it in 1H0I 
A.D. along with the schemes of George Thomas to found a 


kingdom there. 

On the death of Prithvimj in XM A.Th Scmoahwarw 
succeeded him. He was a man of and appear, 

to have conquered his enemies. According to the Fnlhvwj 
FiW he was present in Komar Pals campaign against the 
Raja of Konkan. whom fiom«bir»» himself killed m f aille. 
TJu 5 event tout place before he came to the throne Accani mg 
to the Bijolian inscription, his surname was Pratap Lankesh- 
warn. He married a Kalahari Rajput princess mined Karpin 
ikvi of Chhcdi d&h (country round Jabbulpm), » sister or 
daughter of Raja Van»Bghdeva T who ruled at Trtpun, and 
had two sons by her, Frithviny and Huri R\t- 


Someshwam died in 1 1T9 A.D. Prilhvimj being young, 
his mother Karpurdcvi ruled the Empire for some lime, wit 
the assistance of the minister, Kadamb Vam. 

Prithvimj reigned for 13 yearn, from H70 te H92 A.D., 
and was the last Hindu Emperor of India. 1 He ™ the 
flower of Rajput chivalry. Hie whole life was one unbroken 
chain of chivalrous deeds and glorious exploits, which havu 
won for him eternal fame and a name that Will last as 
long ns chivalry itself. Colonel Tod sayai "Although the 

i Annals »r [1 Antiqiiiiir* o( Bajutlian, VoL 1.!»#« ** 6 - 
1H 


history. 


ChiihiTH hod ntwaya ranked hi^h in the Iinl uf chivalry, yet 
tile fit it t r>f iho i-nW v,ils st^uii|Hi-r| on oil whn have Bit! name 
of Chchttn sincti the duy» of Fritfivirajj, the mudcl of every 
Rajput /" 1 

Bn defeated th» King of Gujrat, invaded Itahoba and 
vanquished the king, FumiuhleYa, whoso g^nyntls, Ala and 
LTdil, fought with grout valour, lie carried away the princess 
Sifctijugiii riv daughter uf the kill-, <hn Chandra nf Kun&uj, 
from amidst the united he] -idm and chivalry ai Ilindtis^nik 
The bar h made him f.hi gem-ral theme uf their songs, hia 
peratmul rip] ■ urEinoe ;i\A sietions were sounded at every court 
in India, mid lit; became the h.-nu ideal of every princess of 
Lheturvi. The ELllLIl--e ■ 1 Km uij and the Sulnnko ufGnj/at 
conspired together and invite ! ft U linn Shottahuddin Ghnri to 
invade the dominion^ of frith viny. u Sii inviiMOtis by 
Bhahahiiddin ueimirtL- J,' sup Colour! Tud, "ore he nacccetled. 
Ho hud been often dofe tud and twice taken prisoner by the 
Hindu buveresgu of V Ihi w ho, iv l til a lofty and blind Rrrogauue 
of the Rajput character, set him eu liberty, 11 ' 12 

Shu h Lib-add in, alter bis la>t defeat by Prithviraj at 
Timuri in 111'! AJ K f wwi a-^idiiuu^ in raising .mother army, 
ami in 1102 A.]J bo iulvniieod with im army ui one hundred 
and twenty thousand J hmw, ami rein farmed by thn forces of 
tho Rajas uf JamtnLi and Kumuij * look up hie position at 
ThaFioshtvar, Prsfchviraj, my& Abul Fazd, hnrrierlIy “collected 
together only u small n umber of trogpef, mid with these he 
marched out to attack the Sultan* Bet the heroes of Hindus¬ 
tan had all polished in the mimnur desqribad above! beeides 

k Tq*1*b Rajaitlisn, YdL I, USMl. 

1 TfEWMiiutMHKi uf L1 1 i; AilaUif Butiitfty wi Li leal IkiLdiu unai Ire-ternl, 

Vol L pagbfl U7-S, 

1 TftbqiU Xftniri, hj' Major HavwXy, page fli.1, 

( BftTtriy'fl Tib-i^ti Niiifl, p&ga 4**?- 

1&5 



Jaichnml, who had been his fitly, was now in league with his 
cm my. 1 Another of his vassals, the Haoli Ran Htimir, 
twined tmiW and joined the Sultan. Priihvirnj 3 was de¬ 
feated nrtd taken prisoner, and -was tilled in 1192: A.D. 
ShnhabudrJin advanced and took Ajmer, but leaving 
frith viraj's son on the throne he returned to Ghof, 

Frith viraj's younger brother, Hari Raj—called Heairaj 
by Fi-rishtu nml Hi raj by Hasan Nizami, the author of Tajul 
Munir—fan* his nephew from the throne, as he had acknow¬ 
ledged the supremacy of the Mussulmans, and himself be¬ 
came king. He Boot hia general, Chatar Raj, to in'.Tide Delhi, 
which had lv-pti seized by QutbiuHln Aibnk. Qutbuddin 
met and defeated Chat or Raj, who retreated in good order to 
Ajmer and joined Fiari Raj. Qutbaddin fa flowed Cliatar 
Raj to Ajmer. Hiir; Raj advanced and met him, but was 
defeated; Qutbudditi took jio 5se?»sion of Ajiuer and appointed 
u Mussulman 3 governor of the place in 1195 A ll. 

QuthmUin now f*t out, from Ajmer to conquer Anhil- 
wara, but the Mere combined with the Rajputs, and inflicted 
a hovers? del cat on him. He lied wounded, pursued by them 
to Ajmer, and shut himself in the Ajmer Fort. The Rajputs 
lui'J Aegr to the f irtrcsH: rt-infonoen.ents, however, arrived 
after many months Rum Ghazni, when the siege was raised, 
and the Rajputs rat had, 

Ajmer remained in the pnaa smon of (be kings of Delhi 
till the end of the fourteenth century A.LX Nothing is 

1 Akbatr Xarrui. 

1 Tod's Ra^Etluin f VoL I, parfe GflO* 

* It it a*JeI by MelmhJijuum ttuE no thn death of Qotboddin in TJOffl 1 A.D, 
tiLD Eftjjmti iisth BtHstlt eml pit the M awlmiiti £*iri«OrL to ths 

■word, .li id that riavtil Huaum SJumsiftWitr olitnJrjt-d LLiartynlLnia on 

ulre erauimi. Thu event, bowprer, ti nut tMunled m any Authfl&tia 
hutorj. 























reconfeJ of the hiwoiy of Ajmer during there two c*nitm*a 
e “*i >t fln °‘ ,Caai ^ aJ mention of change of governors. 


Soiiv time between 1397 AJ). and 140 & A.D., when the 

fclHg ” uf 1>L ' lki h ‘‘ ,i so weak »h to find if. difficult 

even to nuiintaio their mb id Delhi and ita environ, the 

-S-sodnoi. under Bop Kin fid of Mnrwar, wheat the time w« 

'TT* t!ui aS '^ <* il, war during the minority of hie 
MoIi *Umck e d Ajmer and took poaa^n 

' '* Jt Afmer icruamad under the liana till fo 1455 AD 

ehmut] Khilji, the Sultan of Mnndoo, wrested it frurq its 
governor, Gujadhiir Rai ; 


lit 1505 A.D. Prince hithvfraj, the eon of 1?^ ft*! y a! 

miMkcd Aim. r. slew Il„ jovomur, llilluUnn, imd etmei 

,he ?“« rf ®" rt *'«• dw s .H,) bv ^ui,. ralor . 
mg it iJewur, 8 


in 1533 A.M Bahadur Shah uf Uujrat. during hit ctpedi- 
tiou efiAies; Chitar, sent SW-dn-nil Molk with a forced 
red Uce the fortr^s of Ajmer, * uud appear, tehavu succeeded 
in dvmgflo; but this eognidtioa won short-lived, for in [ess 
than two yearn time. Vimmdem of Morta* a vernal of 
Marwar. drove out the Uujrat governor 8n d took potion of 
Ajim r. Ajmer wan too mmh of a pme to t* left in the 
potion of a minor chieftain, and Bm Afddeva 0 f Marwar 
took possession of it in 1535 A,D„ and held it till IMS AjDj 
w ion Sher Shah S-lr having dcfonLed nunayun and becoin- 

7^ H mXad ‘ M Umt imd *■* 


1 TcJ’b P^jtaiiuu,, Vpf, U. |^o 10 

* FnrwhU A Untiiry A twIfa, VoL. jg ^ m . 
1 Tail* Rajsithao, Vul, f, ii^s 

* Baykal Oupit, jwge 371 , 


On the decline nf tho fiur ilyn^Dv, one Huji Khnn fcnnk 
possession of it in 1550 A.D,, hut. nnnhk to stand against 
Akbiir, retired to Oujmt h ami Akburs general. Kasim Khan 
Seaha[iuri, obtained ] ■- aeefu I possg&dion of ii i hat very 
year, 1 

From 155d to 1720 A J> Ajmer remained in the possesr- 
sion of the Einperei> nf India, Ot the-.-, Akbartoot 

the greatest interest in the wejfiiro of the city, built the 
city wail, the Kim~ (Dargiih) Bazar ami the Magazine. For 
many years he visited Ajmer once every year. Though 
Akbar's visits were the most numerouii of tboie id’any em- 
poror, one nf Jahangir's v.ftf the longest, lasting three years 
I ess five d ays! 1 til 3 l - 101G A -1 >■ a. S h a 1 1 J abac con tri but cal 
most of all towards the beantificatiuii of Ajmer, by the 
erection of the marble Pavilion* on the Ana Bagar mitt the 
Jaunt Musjid in the lMrgnh* Aumngzeb pm-lirally gol, his 
throne after the battle of Ajuier in 1G59 A.U, and nearly 
lost 1 it* in Ajmer, in the rebellion of his Akbar 

Emperor Ak bar mnik Ajmer the headquarter* 1*<r bb 
operation* in RajpuLana ami UujntL Ho mode it a Subah, 
making Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Jaktltiier and Sirohi subor¬ 
dinate to it. According to the Aiit~i-Akhan ¥ the length of 
the Ajmer SuhflJi was 33B miles,and Joeadth^UO mik-s; and it 
was bounded by Agra* Del hi U ultan and L! ujmfc* It eon Lamed 
7 Si rears and 197 Pitr-^niihs, with a total revenue of 
28.0I ( j37 t fHJ& (LuiiSf ur [hi. 71 t 58,44@, out of the total 
revenue of the empire of lls. 11,19,09,584 3 The Sub bn 
was to fumi-ih £0,500 cavalry ami 347,000 infantry, 4 of which 
the Ajmer Sirt^r containing 25 Mahals, wits to con tribute 

1 ElHut'fl History ot ludia, Vol VI. -1 . 

* Hij jin:iini i * l- ■ 1 • ■ •'r, Vill. II- EKigtj 17 

a CfcranmJus-4 Lin: F.itikliJL King* af IMLu* page* 413 34, 

* 5e* BLogfcmn'i 
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Hlitory 


„,oon «..lrv bo, ooo WW* 

k] „„ Sircnr wo. 6,31 ,KI.B«0 J«"«- » ,,<IS "'' 0 ' 

During .1* »«t - f AkW " *J?' In If"' 

XkUrouno >» Aj'oor “<• sail "" «H'U»n 

wttafcplri by vbt* Hibbi^tcd .Tnt M-*. 

i ini t vl>. Hina ShuwfmMiii, who M te*' 1 ®* Aa,,r ' 

-rr ;; l !Xi ln«. «- *—«> w 

5ast®^t5c2asr» 

"T»l .X. *» t*m™. »— -n*-*' 

r n th , twolftb v.«t rf ib wg* Akbar c*™ to Aj™r 
1" t , El - 074 (M, n -h 160S A, IU, m.l aRrr 
nh Run * 11 '■ ' y in ib<- fourswnth year of W* 

T » Aj«r -'** n» . tflffi- « »hriM ol 

«w* rsT.® a.d.'avw 

U this oily, though bo W lJI 1605 AD 

1677 A,D. AM.r «* town Ajmw. «*>»■< 

•gnta-t the »l«hTU'«0 lu, u 1*IU0.1>. »lrn n««« *“ 

* AlW. B .« Ouriug th» r?2£5. + howl* 

tag oooplet ».«, M*» ®', B h »o*l, l»t lw hi* 

of the Ran* : 

Jim HriW® ^ \ 

3^r ^ " 

l EJUca’i Hi Bitty <4 Vo * V ' *** 

m 







Witli bi ->!«rit^Hi ■ f* j Y"™* M Man 

through thr net. f 4 CJ ^ had thriiit jti 

.„««*)«! Ak tar.mmfe Ajmer U,e b..e „f hi 

1 ,D1 p ™ tfl l'. »'■« himself resided here for three e ' 
(««ee,ber HJL3-1BIU A.D.). r, WM wU , . •’ f * n ’ 

*r iM A j™“ >b« be conferred the title J Sheh” , T** 

hr “"* r "" !C Mum "' “” f l 'be title ofXor JtUuu, onhh! 

ShtUi wT 1 "”* W “ l D "~ Sbibeb, the eldeel „„ 

c r 

«■ : F 

^ bT:,:;: 

There w«e an English fi.ct-w unr| er 3 [,, f ^ cm , 

STT* w » 

r'Tt h n I “ ra,,Wt ‘ t eu “ iw - “iw Comt^S 

On 19,h Anghet lei, A.D.. dev. J„h„ HU. He mi ,h, Mr 

rr,tiL s,rb ~~^ 

^JSTaTS^ m 7*’ “ d ™' 6 - «>k 

' ' Wi ' nevw hfl «»'»<? to Ajmer fit- lived 

<b'ur«|»nJtDup'i^'» U 1 ,Vn i^[j"' l.'nni^* ° f ThnniM R,« n Ajmr; «„J t|i, 

199 


History* 


in the palace on the Aim Sugar embankment, where be con¬ 
structed five marble pavilions and apartments for the hwm. 
During Shah datum's dine the revenue ot the Ajmer bubah 
recording te the Shah Johan A’amo, w» 1J crores of 

TlipceS . 11 

In the civil war between the hops of Shah Jnhan to 

sequence of the Berionn HtaS* and apprehended death of 

the emperor in 1657 A.D., Aursngtob, after the toft * a 

Dholpur. advanced to Ajmer to attack Dora Shikoh. n o 

had coma to Ajmer from Ahmedabad m mgmm **+ 

invitation of Maharaja Ja 3 want Singh <rf Marwar- 

Jai Singh of Jaipur, however, prevented Jaawnnt Smgh 

■ * * n ytiiw.h nr Aimer The French traveller, 
from joining Dam Shikuh at Ajmer, in 

Bernier, was in India at this time, and though he «nll 

mention that Aumngzeb prompted Jai Sing a aC * 

says that Jai Singh wrote to Want bmgh to say: I. ** 

am also a Baja. <^jure T yU to th " M ° f 

Do not buoy yourself with the hot* of drawing the other 

Rajas to your party; fcr I have means to county any 
such attempt. This is a basins which mtai all the 
Hindus, and you cannot be permitted to kindle a flame that 
would anon mge throughout the kingdom, and which no eflurt 
might be able to extinguish. If, on the other hand yon leave 
Dam to his uwn resources, Aiming** will bury all the past 
b oblivion; will not redaim the money you obtained at 
IChujun (near Allahabad), bat will at once nominate you to 
the government of Gujnft. You can easily appreciate the 
advantage of ruling a province » •«&»"» to your own 
territories: them you will remain in perfect quiet, and 

security ," 1 

. ft f.w ,|Uifr V ifli.i liO’EB tha MvtuiUfl fli thn» crora*. «1«1 any* that 

* -ly W *«“ -* ““ 

1 TrtveU. ®&* 
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Dara had ab last to depend upon hi* own forces against 
the army of Anrangzeb, reinforced by die tbroes of 
Jaipur and Jammu* Nob deeming it expedient to fight 
ft regular battle, Dura retired into the fortress of Tarugnrh, 
which Tnrfcib Khun, Nazim el Ajmer, had evacuated and 
threw up lines of defence* lie moved his force Ln the 
defile^ blocked up the roarh with larri™ of atone and 
ear Lb, constructed mfrrcJtal# (entrenchments), distributed 
the bastions to his men mid fortified them all with 
" weapons of war/ 1 Dam took up his abode on the delation 
ccinmaiiFling the entrance Lo the puss, and planted his 
bigger pieces of ordnance there. On Ills loft were Mustafa 
Khan, Askar Klum, Jan Beg and Fir-z Me watt ; his right 
was commanded by Shah Nuwass Khan, Quiet] Khan and 
Rarkandaz Khrni and Bara's son, Prince Sipuhr Shikoh* 

Aumngzeb advaudeed via Ramaiir and pitched his tents 
at Bond, three miles From Ajmer, Tbo artillery under Snf 
Shakin Khan wa^ sent forward to tcike up a position in 
front of Dara’s entrenchments, Enju Jai Siugh, hi com¬ 
mand of the vanguard, took up a position to the right of 
Aurangzeb, For three days most rigorous attacks were made, 
but they were all repulsed p and no impression was made on 
the defence works. On the night of the; fourth day, Aumng- 
zeb entrusted the direction of the operation e to Jai Sing A 
Raja Eajrup of Jaminu ? by a flank movement of his moun¬ 
taineers, gained the height of Lire Kokla HU1 and planted 
Aunmgzeb'B standard on the summit The fortunes of battle 
now turned in favour of Aurangzeb ; Shall Nawaz Khan was 
killed and Dara, apprised of the turn even ly had token, fled w ith 
his harem, hia eon, and Fires Mswati, towards Ahmedsbad 
Hia geoemH however* continued to fight, and some hours 
passed before Dam's flight became known. 1 It was during 

l A fxsl) icDPimt of this battlj will ba gi vui. la th* tiiilary A|iu« 
which Will be lihatlly publkhud. 























HUtefy. 

thas flight from Ajmer that Bernier tnet Dam. The French 
jeweller, Tavernier, who wm in India at the time, &aja; 

IJ Ah bits (I>ara) apt -1 oaol ^ ':l ] Ah met labad IT onsiou r Bernier a 
French phytnruftn who was on bis way to Agm to Tint the Court 
of the grant Mogtutl —was □£ gni&fc asm stance to ono o! the 
wiva> this prince, who was attacked with erysipelas in one leg, 

Dura Bhah having heard that *in ricromplished Enropeno physician 
wft^ nt hanr] neot immediately for him, nmi Monsieur Bernier we at 
to his tciii, where he saw this Lid v, e* «i Turned into her aitment p 
hrr which he gave ^ remedy ami ijuick relief." 1 

Bernier himself thHR mentions the incident: ** I had now bwu 
threo day* with Dnm, whom T met on the road by ihi: itrmngrafe 
chance iruNgUmbln ; and being dost iftito of any medical attendant, 
ho compelled me to nocomp.iny him in the Capacity of physician* 

—... During the time that I remained in this prinei/a 
retinue, we marched, nearly will tout intermission, day and night; 
so insupportable was the heat ar:d m bu locating thn dust, that of 
the three largo osen of Gujmt which drew iny carriage, one had 
died, another was in a dying state, and the third was unable to 
proceed from fatigue. Dam £ek anxious to retain tnc in semen, 

CHpec:hilly as one of his wives had a bad wound In her leg ; yet 
neither hia llirents nor cntroatiois could procure for me a tlngfc 
horse* oi or camel, so destitute of power and Influence had ho 
become. I remained behind, therefore, because of the absolute 
Impossibility of continuing the journey. w 1 


This battle fought on 11th, 12th and 1 3th. March 1059 
A ,D. established t ho Authority of Aumugaeb, who henceforth 
was Emperor of India, Shah Jahnn who lived seven years 
longer was kept a prisoner in the fort of Agra* and was 
subjected to great privations, 

1 TsTcfniar’a TrATCl*, Yol l r p&gft 3413. 

* Bctetpi^ Travel pp, 00-01 ^ 

5 Th? fidlowma tou|jki wmt by 9ti ah Jahsn to Auraarzali ih*wi th,* 
letters treafiuBijt ol hia father,;— 

.J ii*j (j Uj* .yljii* i'f (yjyf 

V 4 ? !) **»J JT-* fcj 

TraursliitEnin - Praia* in riun to tbs Hind□ a In everv wav that they e¥tp 

S iva water to the d^d. Thou, 0 wn ( art * itrange kuaialiiiati that 
apriv«i ths lirin| (father) of water. 

Th* eimpirnr her* allud** to tha tarpon of (be Hindus, 

m 





History- 


In 1678 AJD' t when Aumugseb was in Ajmer, he was 
informed by tbs Mamir Vakil that the two Riini-i of Maha¬ 
raja Jaswant Singh who hod died in Peshawar, had given 
birth to two sons at Lahore In 1679 ATX began the Thirty 
Years 1 War with Hnrwar, and newa readied the eraperur 
at Delhi that Raj. Singh, a Rath or general had attested 
Tab war Khan, Foujdur of Ajmer. The battle lusted three 
days; the artillery duel was followed by archery practice, 
and the Rajputs advanced nearer. In the course of action, 
however, Raj Singh, was killed by rv stray phot, on which the 
Rajputs retired. On hearing this, Aurmlgzth catnr to Ajmer 
on 29th Shabun IL 1090 (1679 A.D.) and took up hh resi¬ 
dence in the palaces of Jahangir (MshalathJalifliLgiri) on the 
Ana Sagar Dike. Alter staying for a month, Aurangzeh left 
for Udaipur, which his army had invaded, Prince Afcbar, 
who had come from Meerut, joined the emperor at Efcurui 
(near Ajmer), and was sent to protect the environs of Chi tor, 
On bis return from Udaipur the emperor took up his 
residence in the Dun hit R liana (Magazine)* 

On the 26th Zi-l-hij], newa reached the king that Prince 
Akbur had gone over to the Raj puts and was advancing upon 
Ajmer. This greatly alarmed Aurangzeb. Baharnumd Khan 
was appointed in command of the defiance operations, and 
instructed to erect fortifications round the small army the 
king had with him, and to guard the passed The streets of 
Ajmer mar the Magazine were fortified with cannon, and 
Hafiz Mohamad Amin, Karim of Ahmcdahad, and other 
officers were warned to remain under arm*, ready to 
protect their several charges UindatuTMulk was appointed 
to inspect, the fortificationii, and the vakils of the prince, 
Shuj&at Khan and Eadskah Kuli Kbnn, who were his advisers, 
were ordered to be imprisoned in Oarh fierfii, which was 
placed under the command of Ilunmati Khan. 

XU 
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In Anr&ngxeVs time, According to Father Catron's list, the 
revenue of the province of Ajmer was R 5 , 2,19,00,002. Bernier 
sivti, Ajmer stood only below Agra and Lahore in mutton of 
revenue. The Mirat-i-Alcm says Ajmer had 235 rnnhals, 
with a revenue of 63,63,04,332 ddinj?, 1 or Rs. 1,59,22,372 

After Auntngzeb's death, live kings ascended the throne 
of Delhi in twelve years. Maharaja Ajit Singh of Marwnr 
waa all-powerful in Delhi during the reign of King Farrukh 
Savar and his successor. He was the Warwick of India; the 
Sayad brothers (Abdulin and Husein AlE Khan) depended for 
their position mj his support, " He enthroned and dethroned 
kingHfi the saying, “Ajo UiUi to bafahah Majo to Hugh- 
nnth > ' (Ajit Singh is the Badshnh of Delhi, Ttughnnth is 
R;ya of Jodhpur) correctly states the position of affairs. 

With Ajit Singh's return to Jodhpur in 1719 A.D., the 
Say ad si fell, and the opposite party camo into power. On 
hearing Lhls, Ajit Singh determined to take Ajmer. "In 
the face of day he drove the Moslems frum Ajmer and made it 
his own. He slew the king's governor and seized on Tara- 
garh. Once more the bell of prayers was heard in the 
temple, while the i Ki-mj of the niasjid was silent. * 4 

In I j 21 A.D. Mohammad Shah determined to regain 
Ajmer. Abhai Si ugh, the eldest son of Ajit Singh, who was 
iu charge of Ajmer, advanced to meet Mozaffitr, hot the latter 
retired into the fort of Amber without risking an encounter, 

" Abhai Singh exasperated at this display of pusillanimous 
bravado, determined to punish the king. He attacked Shah' 
pdmnpnr, sacked Narnol, and levied contributions an Fatan 
(Tuaravati) and Rewnri. He gave the villages to the flames, 

* EllJot'fl ntaorp af Intli*, VoL HI, p*#? 1M. 

* Tod't lUf&Hiba^p Fcl II, S3, 

a Tod's Yuh II, pngo £0. 



























and spread coutlagmtion aud consternation even to Ali 
Verdi's Sami." 1 

Jai Singh of Jaipur had, however, joined the Imperialists, 
and in July 1721 AD, Ajmer was invested by Jai Singh, 
Eiailat- Khan Bnngm-h, and Hyder Kuli Khan. Abbai tsingh 
had left its defence to Anna Singh, The fortress held out 
for four months, when peace was cone laded and Ajmer was 
surrendered. 

in 1724 AD. A jit Singh wuh assassinated Uy his second 
son, Bakin Singh. Abbai Singh succeeded to the throne of 
Marwor. In 1730 A.D. Sarbaland Khan, the Vicetoy of 
Gujrat, threw oil his allegiance to the Hoghal at Delhi ivnd 
proclaimed his independence, No one hi Delhi dared go 
against him. and the king was in sore straits, when Maha¬ 
raja Abbai Singh offered to redace Siirbajutid to submission. 
Tins king at once appointed Abbai Singh, Viceroy of Aimer 
and Gnjrat In June 1730 A.B. Abbai Singh came to 
Ajmer find took possession of the fortress, installed his 
officers in the town and passed on to Jodhpur. Collecting 
his forces, he marched to Ahmedab&d. Ajmer contributed 
its quote under Amor Singh, 

After conquering Dujmt in 1731 AD. Abhai Singh 
appointed his own officers to administer the province end 
himself returned to Jodhpur. Sometime after Lhis, the Jute 
of Bharatpur, under Raja Churansnn, began to give trouble 
and attacked Agra. In order to reduce them to order, the 
Great Moghul appointed Snwai Jai Singh, Governor of Agra. 
Ajmer waa also placed tinder him. 

In 1740 A.D. Abhai Singh mid Bakht Singh resolved to 
invade Jaipur and take Ajmer from Jai Singh, In May 
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1740 AD. the Rajas of Bhktai and Fifiimguu lAjmer district) 
were summoned to join Bakht Singh with their levies at 
Merta- Bakhb Singh Advanced to Ajmer, drove oat the 
governor and took possession of the city* 

News of this reached ilfti Singh at Agm, and he started 
for Ajmer with an army of 50,000 men, Arlvandng rapidly 
he came up to the village of Contra, 14 miles north of Ajmer* 
Bakht Singh, who had only five thousand horse men with Min, 
sent to Abhai Singh for reinforcements. As, however, no 
reinforcements arrived, Bakht Singh determined to attack 
J.u Singh with his email army, and came upon him at Gang- 
wana r about nine miles north-eft ?-t of Ajmer. The vanguard 
of Jai Singh's army was oomraandod by Timed Singh 
of Sbahpura. On the 8 th June 1741 A.D. a great battle 
was fought at Oongwana between the Bathers and the 
CufcchwahaB, 

Colonel Tod thus describes the battle: 11 Soon m the 
hostile tinea approached, Bakhta gave the word, and, in one 
dense mass his gallant legion charged with lanes and sword 
the deepened lines of Amber, carrying destruction at every 
pass. He passed through and through this host: but when he 
pulled up in the rear, only sixty of his band remained round 
his person. At lids moment, the Chief ofGujFingbpura, head 
of all his vassals, hinted there was a jungle in the rear. " And 
what is there in front* 1 said the intrepid Rithor, ‘that we 
should not try the road we came V And as he espied the 
Pancharanga, qr five-coloured flag, which cIcuoUhI ihc- head¬ 
quarters of Amber, the word was given. The cautious Khoom- 
bani advised his prince (Jai Singh) to avoid the charge: 
with some difficulty he was made to leave the field, and oa a 
salvo to his honour* by a flank movement towards KuntMkh 
north, &hafc it might not be said he turned his back on hi? foe. 
A« he retreated he eiclaimod, Seventeen battles hnva I 






























J1lAtcufjr« 

witnessed p but till ihi* day, never one decided by the 6word. 1 
Thus, after a life of su-ccss, the wisest, or at lea$t the- most 
fearned aud mast putvij-rfid prince of Rnjwarrn incurred the 
disgrace of leaving the field in the faco of a handful of men, 
ALreuuLhcmag the adage ' that one Rathor equalled ten 
CufcchwahaaV' 1 

Bakht Singh, with the remnants of bis army joined hie 
brother, Abfeu Singh, at Pushknr. From Paahfcar, both 
brothers marched against Jai Singh, who had moved to 
Ladpura, a village eight miles east of Ajmer, Jai Singh, 
feeling unequal to met-ring ibe Rather* n second time in the 
field, sent Rnghnath Bhandasi to Abhui Singh and pence was 
concluded, Jai Singh ceding seven Parganaha, including 
F&rbatenr, Ramsar and Ajmer to the Ratfaom 

The fortress of Ajmer, however, appears to have remained 
with Jai Singh; for we find that on the death of Jai Singh, on 
the 3rd October 1743 A D., Maharaja Ahhm Singh sent from 
Marts* Bhandari Sura: Ratn with Thakisr Suraj Mai of Alnis- 
wm, and Shive Singh of Eupangnr to take Ajmer, They took 
Ajmer, slaying the Fqjdar t Kbangrot Bum Smgh. Raja 
Suraj Mai Oor wfis also driven out of Rajgsrh at the lame time 

Iehwari Singh, the successor of S&wai Jai Singh, 
with a view to regain the Inst poswssbns, advanced with an 
army. Abhai Singh hearing of it, came bo Ajmer with 
Bahhi Singh, and wm here joined by Bhat Qovind R;im ivith 
five thousand cavalry from Kotah, Abbai Singh n-w had 
with him at Ajmer nn tinny of thirty thousand honsc. 
lahwsri Singh came up to Dhani. n Tillage 16 miles from 
Ajmer, and a battle was imminent whr-n, through the efforts 
ef Bni Mnl of Jaipur and Perot it Jaggu of Jodhpur, pervee 
wwj concluded 
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Abhfti Smgh died iti Ajmur uu Monday the Ltt July 174i* 
A.D., end was cremated in Pub bleat, Ajmer, ho we per, remained 
meorporated vrith Mar war under the Eatbora till 1756 A.D. 

During the Civil War between Ram Singh, sod of Abhsa 
Singh and Bakht Singh, lha former cnlb-d in the aid of 
the Mart at tod to n^sist him, Jai Appa Sind hi a, who was at 
UjflaiB, readily Wped this opportunity of getting a footing 
in Rajpmta&m, and advanced with his force in Nagor. ftekiit 
Singh had to the meanwhile been poisoned by the Rani of 
Jnjptir who was intriguing in favour of Earn Singh* The 
nobles of Marwar, however, elevated Bakht Singh's son, Bijai 
Singh h to the throne. 

The combined armies of the Sindh m and Jaipur with the 
followers of Earn Singh came to Ajmer £knd took puss- ssion 
of 1 L Of the IstiinmidarH ol Ajmer, Khurwa and Masada 
sided with Rnna Singh; while Bhiiiai, Dewnlin and Tuutoti 
espoused the cause of Bijai Singly Two officers were appoint¬ 
ed to administer Ajmer, Ram K atari Pan chub an behalf of 
Ram Singh, and Govand Eao on behalf of the Sindhk. From 
Ajmer the armies advanced and encamped at Pushkar and 
eent a summons to Bijai Siogh to surrender Mar war. “Battle, 
battle:" was shunted in reply when the summons was read 
in the Durbar. The cavalry of Mat war reinforced by the forces 
of Bikaner and Kishnngarh met tho enemy near Merto, The 
Marhuttas at tho first shock pf battle wavered and w ere going 
to fall back, w hon treason b egan to sho w i ta head. Biknnsr and 
Kishflngarh left the Said, “Sindliiu had actually pnajiued to 
gull the field/ when the fal^newa that Maharaja Bijai Singh 
had been killed, started fy Snrrhr Singh the expropriated 
Chief ui Kupangaih now with nhe Marimtiag, spread 
liko wildfire anion:- the Rathora, who left the field pinia* 
atjieken H Bijai Singh thus left alone, fled to Nagor. Alter 
h short time, however, Jai Appa who was besieging that place 

no 


Wiw assajiimfced in front of kb teat Peace was pond tided, 
and Ajmer was ceded in I75fl AJ). P as J/oondfaeii (price of 
the murder of Jai Appa). whose retnains were brought to 
PuehtaTj where a beautiful akhahi and temple now in dia- 
repair stiind on his to mains* 

From 175G to 1758 AD. Ajmer remained under the joint 
possesion of the MnrhnUas and Earn Singh* Of the district 
Kbnrva, Masodn and Bhismi were given to Rain Singh ; the 
r^st of ihe district fell tu the share of the Marhattixa under 
Jantuji and DattuJ* brothers of Jai Appa. In 17SS A.P, 
Ram Sfrgh r tired to Jaipur, and the Murhuitu Subedar 
Govind Ram, drove out Ranikanu and took exclusive posses¬ 
sion ul Ajmer, Maharaja Bijai Singh* as Ram Singh a heir, laid 
cLiinj to Ram Singh $ share of the district; Govmd Rap 
accepted the claim and handed over Slustidn, Khnrwa and 
Bhinai to Maharaja Bijai Singh, who established his 
j/r ana at TantotL These remained under Marwar till 
1791 A.D* 

In 1659 A-D- the Marhattn Hubertur having treated the 
latitnmrdiin* harshly, the latter imprisoned him in a fort 
belonging to Go bib Singh, son of Kiilynn Singh of Kkawfa. 
MartmtU rein force menra, however, arrived after threa months 
and the SubeiJnr wns lelea-ei 

In 17C0 A.D. the Jlurhnttms under Rhau having been 
defeated at PiLUip-it by Ahmad Shah Durrani, their power 
and prurigo en-taiimd a severe blow, and Muhar^j Bijni 
Singh deeming it a good opportunity to recover Ajmer 
sent Bidoo Jy^tabi with a strong force to Lake poa^sdon of 
it. Guvind Ran dim hiuiaclf up iu G ttk Bittli *nd fortified 
the place, Baluo kid siege to it and sat before h hr twij 
month*, when a JJarhaita force arrived from the Deccan, and 
Boloa Turning the »iogf\ retired to Jodhpnr = 

in 



Hiatnry 


Th^ city ol Aj mur rem-nined id thu* the Mur- 

iaptt tas till Ii5i when the Manvftr foiccd under Bhiiumj 

aitnghi, on their return from the victory of Tonga in Jaipur 
”"' i Si ad hi a, captured Ajmer from the Marhutta Suhedar, 
Ama Br -;S- y ‘ a K hi l^anny, the younger brother of Bhimmj, 
"' J11 tt FP D '»Wd Governor of Ajmer. ai.J he held that office 
till 1701 A.D. 


M idhoji Sindhin having invaded Kajpateraa uu4 defeated 
iheRathoraatPatan(ShekhnwAiijan2<.'ih June 1790 A.D., the 
hiarhatta array under Lfikwa Dad* and Dt Buigne advanced 
against Jodhpur. " lie Boigot-decided to first attempt the 
capture of Ajmer, which, lying as it did half-way between 
Jaipur and Jodhpur, was the key of the country. Un the 16th 
i J Augufit he reached it and at ance * ompleted the invest.ment, 
but, owing to the impregnable nature of the fort, was unable 
to take it by a coup de main. so ho 1- ft 2.000 cavalry and a 
sufficient force of infantry to cover it and marched with 
the rest of the army towards Jodhpur." 1 

An officer in De Bnjgne's brigade, in a letter dated 
Ajmer Camp, the September 179U,"and published in the 
C'ofotdfn Chronicle, says: » Although we have invested this 
fort for fifteen days very closely, yet we can make no impres¬ 
sion upon it; our guns from the very great elevation they 
are placed at, and the distance make no visible impression, 
and the narrow paths which lead to the fort are so defended 
by nature, that a fow large stones thrown down must uariy 
even thing before them; the noise tlj-y make in rolling J 
can compare to nothin, but timnder. Indeed, I tap atrJl id 
we mueE turn the blockade into a siege, as they have aii 
months' water and a year s provisions j n the fort.” 

1 CompiW. Enropnui illluatj. Ad«tt.ltL™> A Hindus, M . 



Tilt ibrtrtsa held uut for tucre than six mouths, and 'iefied 
the efforts oi the besiegers Us take it. Credit fortius heroic 
defence of the fortress is due to Thakur Suraj ilol of 
Khan™, 1 who received the thanks at the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur for bis bra very and skill. In the mean Lice e the 
Jodhpur force* were defeated at iierta. and peace having 
been cone]acted, the province of Ajmer was ceded to the 
Sindhiu, who gave it in jagir to Lnkwa Datfo, the Marbatta 
Coaloiiioder*in-Chief In a letter dated Fagan Bud Ut 
S. l&47(19th February |7Dl A.D.). Raj* Bijai Singh wrote 
to Th ikur Sutaj Mai of Kharwa in hand over the fort of 
Ajtner to the *' Deccanis*" 

Smghi Jjhftnmjr the governor of Ajmer, however, scorned 
thus tamely to surrender Ajtner, and not willing to disobey 
the orders of liia prince, ^swallowed diamond powder. P| J1 Tell 
the Mahnr&ja, 11 said this faithful servant, H thus only could I 
testify my obedience, and over my dead body alone could a 
Southron enter Ajmer. FP ‘ J 

The fort which had s&o&Bssfnlly stood the loog siege was 
thus surrendered to the Martial tag. General Perron re¬ 
mained in Ajmer to settle the district, which work he carried 
out with considerable ability, n In 1702 AD* ha left Ajmer 
for the Doab to join the army. 

Sivoji Nana,, known as Nana Sahib, who wfls appointed 
Subedar of Ajmer in 1701 A D, was hold in great 
respect by the ilarhnttaa. He ruled Ajmer with a strong 
hand,, restored order, turned his attention to Lite turbulent 
Mere and established gome tkava* in Merwara, 

1 The Tbfthnr of KhrvrWn Is n tirat-clali latimrSL'iIfir m the Ajmtr 
district* 

I Tod'a Rrnuthta, Veil, U H rsge 13d. 
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History, 


He gsmsoiiiriJ Shiungnrh and hupi^tid fines uii the Taltikdani 
who had joined Jodhpur in tie- hue war* He levied three 
iakha of ringer from Shahpnm, intty-tight rhoustmil from 
iaivur. und thnio ymr*' revenue from the others, and de¬ 
molished their forts. He deprived Bbinni of Katakot and 
incorpomud it in the Khaim. In i TPT A_.TA his **□ 
Biubwapat Ran Bhno imprisoned r-Jai bhiin. lUp of BkinaL 
in Ajmer* mv mg to non-payment of revenue. The Hftjpute 
uJ Bhiiuu, in their turn, inipriiHincd Ram Bltao, Tahaiitlar of 
the jilace, threw oil their ftlbgieoJQe and took to plundering 
the diblriot. The ^ubednr thereupon xdcsised L T dai Blian ul 
Bhinnn reduced the revenue payable by the T&lukdurs and 
made a purrmncuL seUlemeil with them. The Raj pur* ol 
Bhiimi nbo released Bam Bh&o. 


In 1800 A.D*, owning to domestic intrigue, Lrskwa Dad a 
the Ckiinmwder-m*CMr! f r.f tho Uoriiattu anny of Hindut- 
tmi. whose jmdad (jsglr) Ajmer wnus, was superseded by 
Ambiji Ingliru Lakim Dniki went mto rebellion and Perron 
was ordered to reduce him to submisaiorL A# Perroa had been 
invited U> join the marriage fctiviiie-5 of Muhamj Pratsp 
Singh <'i Jaipur, he dete.miined tet Togo theft and then to 
go to Ajmer !.:■ attack Lukwa Go I Mb XovgmhoT 1SOO he 
he ^rd it BAlaheni i.1m1 Lalv.a bn 1 gem- - i / t.-> M dvr&, Ho 
therefore sent Major B&ufguiqn t ■ rapture Ajmer, and him¬ 
self pr weeded Lo Jaipur. 

■ Efavinp arrived before the f 5 »rt (of Ajmer) in Decernher 
ISOO, Major 1 -auigiucn endeavoured to storm it oil the 5th 
of the month, but uis driven lack by the garrison, He 
then, in ospres&ivfl orient*! phra??tJogy. u sat down " before 
il and dwi iiuith >dy attempting it? rodactiaa by deg*?, 
bombfuded it with a more powerftii mat#! than ircn t nnd 



History . 

after five long nmutb-, gjum-d of the place by 

bribery od the 8th of liny 1601." J 

lions. Perron now became ^ubedar of Ajmer, and 
appointed ' uc Mr, Lew to Administer the district. 

In ISf>3 A.D. war whs declared between the Ss&dhia and 
the English Government, ana Haja linn Sinph of Mur war 
regarding thin- as r go.*I opprtnnity to regain Ajmer, es-ab- 
lisbeil fAonu. m the district and kept possession of it for 
tbre^ yciuft. The MnrhntXft?, however, per it back in 1605 
A.D,, and remained in possession till, by virtue of the treaty 
of 35th Jim*- 191*, it was ceded to the British Government. 
Gerund ■Jdsteriimy. entitled Nowab Nmtirnd-ikulri, Resident 
at Delhi, and Cdfawl Nixon stunt 1 M Ajmer on 29th June 
1H1S, mcotnp^ 1 at die foot, of the Malar Sill mid vnr 
the order (AiiAvtmrt-twi l of the siodbia to the in bed nr tojpve 
Up prwtieation of Ajmer The <ntl«d-ir. Bnpu Sindhin, did net 
comply with the demand n- tmee and began to prepare for 
hostilities Sir David Gcht.utany also prepared HU force for 
an octiun, when Bnpu Ran gave in and evaenAti'd tha fort, and 
left with bis family for Gnalior. CvtiMni Oclitertony at. once 
look possession ot Ajmer on *sth duly 1918 A.D.. and o.ttab- 
lished a CantniiniciiE b.. tween Bn And Nantliu on 20th 
November 181* A.D, and named it Niisirnbod* after his 
title <af Nmoi'-nil-dmiUi, coni, c jx il on him by the King of 
Delhi, 

From 1MH A.D. the hutnry of Ajmer is the history of 
itn (i-lrumistntion. In 1819 A.D. the Mer*. who were 
inn-Knui robbers, wt-re *uWihkI, in rl shortly after this the 
Ale war nnrl Mnrwur Intel* of Mei-jm were taken over for 
administration by the British Government and joined to 
Ajmer. The whole now farms mie divi&HHi, Ajmer-Merw.mL 

' OinEptcn* European It Hilary Advcnt'jism of Hf mint ran, pi ® 8 ‘ 2W - 
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